Transcript Monday

[Music]
good morning everybody we have about a minute and 45 seconds before the start of our morning session please take your
seats [Music]
he [Music]
good morning CCL we have about 1 minute one minute before the start of the Sunday or Monday morning session
[Music]
you could be anywhere today you could be on the beach sipping water from a coconut or you could be out
hiking your favorite Trail in the mountain you could even be sleeping peacefully somewhere in your own bed but
you're not you're in the most important place on Earth you could possibly be
this room in the Omni shum why because you know out of all the
places in the world this is where your people are gathered this is where some of the best work on climate change
happens this is where you have access to the top leaders in the country this is
where the greatest Grassroots lobbying force on Earth is gathered together and
you're here to be part of it today you're representing millions of Americans who couldn't come so thank you
thank you for stepping up and welcome to ccl's 2024 Summer Conference and Lobby
[Music] day please welcome to the stage Sabrina
Fu good morning everyone it's so good to see both
familiar and new faces and in three dimensions my name is Sabrina subin Fu
and I help citizens climate Lobby's Mid-Atlantic Regional director Thaddius
Waterman I joined CCL 11 years ago and became an active volunteer because CCL
provided a pathway that provide both engagement and logic to this incredibly
complicated um issue called climate change and I stayed because I get to meet incredible volunteers like Jerome
Foster II I first met Jerome and his parents in
2017 at the sorry no that was yeah 20 actually that was 20 yeah 18 at the uh
actually it was 2019 sorry my mind is really going well at 2019 Jerome wasn't
even 17 yet so thank you to his parents for bringing him to Atlantic City um so
I met him at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference in Atlantic City um and I knew even before I met him that
he was going to be a rising star because all of the information I got from CCL leaders Debbie Chang and Max broad so
for example um even just in high school right Jerome was on the DC educational
advisory committee and at the tender age of 14
Jerome as founded his own immersive technology um
called t t Ru VR and um where he built
virtual reality um virtual reality experiences on American history climate
change and Latin American migration to the US
in so in in 2019 Jerome yeah drumes
organization was actually featured on NBC
CBS FOX and ABC on his
organization winning third in the World Series and
Entrepreneurship during the latter part of his high school years Jerome interned with CCL DC chapter and had climate
strikes in front of the White House as part of Fridays for the future Jerome
has worked with both gr tunberg and Jane Fonda and you can see um Jerome and Jane
on YouTube in 2021 Jerome made history as
the youngest ever White House advisor when he was asked to join
the when Jerome was asked to join the White House environmental justice
advisory Council also known as we jack
Jerome's Jerome continues to get acads on a almost monthly basis for
example just last month bvery magazine named Jerome as a leading black
environmentalist in
2024 Jerome credits his rise in Environmental activis m to the DC
leadership of Debbie and Max um providing this um support to really
marry his passion because you know all of us have very um different passions we didn't really want to come to work on
climate climate is just there because it's a difficult problem we need to work on so Jerome clearly had other passions
such as design and coding which um Debbie and Max encourage him to incorporate into this climate work so it
is my pleasure here to welcome Jerome Foster II the youngest environmental the
youngest advisory coun member of the White House advisory Council on environmental justice as our keynote
speaker much thank you so much for is very blinding as you can see yeah
yeah here's your
B thank you so much um for introducing me and I so honored to be here today um
at the citizens climate Lobby convening of so many passionate individuals all across the country coming here today to
show the power we have in numbers and it's so powerful just to be able to at
be like a a volunteer who was a young person who was so excited to like get involved in climate like for me it
starts not just from this idea of that like we have to save the planet but it comes much deeper than that it it's
comes from an understanding that we have a integral connection with the environment growing up my dad and my mom
were organizers for the million men March and they helped to pass out flyers and even though they weren't passionate
about environmental justice they instilled within me the ideals of what a a a citizen should be is active within
its democracy active within its activism and to be morally have a strong sense of moral Clarity when it comes to social
issues and and as I was growing up I
channeled that passion and my parents really encouraged it was the idea of me just going out in nature spending many
hours exploring and just losing myself to the outdoors and that developed a really deep connection to understanding
the sanctity of Nature and the inhan respect we should have for it growing up as well I was really passionate about
astrophysics and my parents were like well here's an amazing this series called Cosmos by notth Tyson and I'm
sure every black boy growing up saw amazing scientist and saw an individual who was seen as intelligent seen as as
his leader within science and I was like I want to be like that when I grew up I want to be a scientist I want to be a
person who is seen not just for their their intellect but for their passion seen for the fact they aren't just
studying for the sake of studying studying but studying to really progress Humanity forward and to see a bigger
picture from that that idea I as a kid was so passionate about the stars and distant galaxies and how we see like
black holes like at the center of our galaxies and all these things and I was like wait we have such a huge respect
for for for outer space when we think about NASA we think about the moonlanding we feel ourselves to a sense of Pride knowing that Humanity came
together and embarked on an ambitious mission to reach the moon and you can
also see that like every time we think about a star we think about Pluto we we have this sense of of awe but as I was
growing up reflecting on that same narrative our planet Earth didn't have
that same kind of reverence it didn't have that same sense of respect when we look outside we don't have the same
sense of responsibility to it as we do to other planets and other solar systems
that we kind of just wonder at but that's the whole mission of our work here today and our work in our entire
lives is for to inspire other people to know that our life isn't just about ourselves it's about how we treat the
environment and understanding that we have responsibility to give back to it and not just to take as much as we as we
as we can and that is the work that I do here today is that everyone has that
responsibility today we're at a critical Crossroads we have seen that right now
we have just reached 30% of the world's energy is being powered by renovable energy and that's because the the
momentum and the power and resist resistence and resilience of each and every one of us here that have been
fighting for that for decades and what we're also seeing is a a unparalleled
regression of our social foundations where we're seeing racism we're seeing environmental degradation we're seeing
sexism we're seeing a regression of of of of foundational freedoms and rights that Generations ago women had the right
to abortion but now those those rights have being taken away all of those things are are really showing us that
environmental environmentalism isn't just about the environment itself it's about seeing how our society must evolve
with it I see the world as as a tree and
we we must at some point understand that a tree sometimes it continues to grow
like an oak and just goes higher and higher into the sky and if we were if a tree was like Community it would say oh
it's going to grow limitlessly we're going to grow and grow and grow until we can't reach any further but at some
point a tree decides to mature and it says I'm going to expand my leaves I'm going to expand my roots I'm going to
make sure every part of this tree has equal and Equitable access to the nutrients that come from the ground from
the air that's being pulled in from its leaves to every single part of it feeling like it's part of the whole not
leaving something behind but Humanity hasn't evolved that state yet it hasn't understood that growth isn't the
inevitable goal it's development it's equity and it's everyone having equal
access to the resources that are available to
us I have been incredibly fortunate to to grow up in Washington DC and for my parents to really Empower me to know
that I have to get involved in this work and from a young age I found out every opportunity that was in Washington DC
and started by interning at the DC State Board of Education to work on the High schol graduation requirements for the
class of 2030 to make sure that climate education is a core subject in Washington DC
schools but what we've seen since is that New Jersey has already made climate
education a core subject and many other other school boards other young people other organizers and volunteers like you
are pressing for it to be made Nationwide and that's because each and every one of us that were in 2016 2018
2019 and we said even though I'm 14 years old even though I'm 50 years old even at any point in my lifetime I'm
going to realize I can be a part of the change too I can be a part part of this movement because I was was watching
funny enough a Tik Tok earlier today and I was I came across this audio
was like everyone is living life for the first time if whether you're old or whether you're young we're all discovering and re reestablishing
ourselves we're realizing what our role is in our life and and my mom was talking about that and she was talking
about like how even now she's she's realizing things she didn't know when she was 30 she didn't realize when she was 40 and she's like wait I I want to
get more involved I want to do this I want to do that and as young people it's it's often times been this Narrative of young people versus old people but the
narrative have been misud it's young people versus old fossil fuel
CEOs and what's powerful about that state is knowing that it's intergenerational
actions that really power this movement if I wasn't empowered by my parents if I wasn't empowered by Congressman John
Lewis and Martin Luther King and many of the shoulders of giants that I stand on it's I wouldn't even know about many of
the issues that came before me it was Dr Robert Bullard in Texas Southern University that was fighting for
environmental justice in the black communities that were being disproportionately affected by exposure and burden to to to toxic chemicals that
if he had not done that Decades of research I would wouldn't know anything about environmental racism I wouldn't know anything about the fact that there
is now 78% of African-Americans live within 50 miles of a cold fire power plant that was because of their work
that was because of their discoveries that we must understand that climate change isn't just about removing carbon from the atmosphere but rebuilding and
making our communities feel whole and feel seen
and it's it's in these moments that we realize and see each other as as Beyond
any red or blue or purple or or any type of political ideology because at the foundation of it we're human at the
foundation of it we're all fighting for clean air clean water and Del livable
future for for all of us it it is that feeling it's it's it's that that that
that knowing that we are the ones that we have been waiting for it it it's it's like we all say it it it's it's it's
it's it's the first thing I I knew when when when Debbie and Max were were
picking me up for from um from a lot of the the organizing we're doing we're going around we're we're sitting around
each other's living rooms and we're learning from each other we realized that like we are just people who are
just passionate about this and we're going to dedicate our lives and dedicate our time and I was I think I was 15 or
16 I was like Hey guys can I really intern there I know you guys don't accept interns in 18 and it was like
wait I want to like I want to use my graphic design skill to help help you guys out and they were so welcoming they
were so so kind of just like created a sense of family where it was like you can really partake in this and you can
use whatever passion you can bring to the table to progress this movement forward like as me as a kid who like
doesn't normally wasn't really excited about speaking in front of of crowds or or speaking to other people I was so
nervous to step outside of like coding for 10 hours a day on my laptop and and
not having a lot of sunlight to being like you got to get out in the community and make a difference and it
was like wait I I I want to use that same same same same uh that same kind of skill that I've learned from my my
childhood to really impact change and it was from just rebuilding websites or Chang the logo that I felt like that
small part was was making some difference because we're seeing young people who are like well I love the graphic you're making I want to come out
to this event and like we would train more people and it would turn to a snowball and we have seen in the many years like 2019 we had one in every 10
young person was in the streets one in every 10 one in every 10 young person
that's hundreds of millions of people all around the world who were taking
part in this work eight now because of the massive mobilization we and citizens climate Lobby and prior for future and
me the organization working for decades 87% of the entire Globe understands and
realizes that climate change is not only real but we must do something about it that is from us
and from that work as young people we realized wait we're graduating we're turning 18 in 2020 and after the climate
strikes after the mobilization we realized we can transform this into political power so in 2020 we gathered
young people nonpartisan just getting people all around all around the country to get 1 million young people to
register and turn out to vote and we called it 1 million of us and we created Mass mobilizations we we we went down to
neighborhoods neighborhood level and we said if young people really want to change things we have to hit politicians
where they care and politicians only care about two things they care about money and they care about votes young
people don't have a lot of money but we have a lot of votes we have a lot of people
power and that is what empowered us is that knowing that we had maybe $10 in our bank account but we said hey we're
going to spend five hours after that after school to go and just send out a tweet to our friends saying hey are you
going to be my plus one vote are you going to be the person who's going to come and accompany me to The Ballot Box and we brought that even further we said
why don't we make it into a prom event prom at the polls
where in March of 2021 uh in March of 2020 we created a campaign where we
partnered with uh many different uh uh celebrities and and and in in media organizations we said hey we want you
and your TV shows to raise awareness of the fact that in 2020 we didn't have prom like because of covid-19 we didn't
have access to one and we were like why don't we make The Ballot Box our prom event
and and from that mobilization from that simple idea of I want to bring my
significant other with me to The Ballot Box we're able to reach over 3.7 million young people to reach out to to register
innal to vote and to change the election forever because we knew our power
and we knew that we could change things by simply just turning out showing up and consistently showing up not just in
2020 but in 2021 2022 2023 and now again in 2024 we're doing it all over again
reaching another million people reaching another mobilization of young people and realizing that our power isn't just in
changing Culture by going out in the streets and raising our voices but going into The Ballot Box and transforming that into numbers where they see that
environmentalists young people who care about social issues are someone they should care about as well in that for so
long politicians have not cared about young people's issues they haven't cared about student death they haven't cared about climate change but now because we
turned out in the past four years we're giving a see at the table and not just giving a see at the table we demanded it
in then November of 20 2020 after our mobilization we reached out to the Biden
Administration we reached out to to to many different candidates and said not many different many different
individuals within the administration and said young people were one of the deciding factors in this election so we
should be given to see at the table and they said well we're establishing a White House environmental justice advisory Council and we need young
people at that at that decision-making table and they said we're going to invite some young people to it and from
that in March of 2021 we have sent over four I think 400 pages of
recommendations to the administration and now we're seeing 50% of them being implemented
and what's really amazing is that from this Council we've been on for the past three years we have been able to with
the power of the executive order that he wrote we've been able to oversee not oversee work directly alongside uh
federal agencies like the department of energy the Department of Transportation Department of Education and to work with them and say what are you doing to
implement environmental justice how are you taking that into account of every aspect of every program you're doing to
make sure not only that it it's just about reducing carbon emissions and raising awareness of the climate crisis
of making sure communities hit first and worse by the climate crisis are receiving the benefits they need and
from that we created the principles of the justice 40 initiative where 40% of investment benefits go to Frontline
communities and we worked alongside them and said this is what it means to be a community Ally Community benefits plans
can't just be a a a kind of program where you're saying oh because we you're we're giving you this coal mine we're
we're putting this coal mine in your community we're creating x amount of jobs and that's a community benefit well
we're rebutting that and saying no that's not a community benefit that's a community harm and by you saying that an
environmental justice solution is fundamentally wrong because you're putting them in a situation where a
wealthier community wouldn't have that kind of ultimatum where you have to choose between a cold you have to choose
between clean air and access to a job and that's what's
changing is that we're decoupling the idea and coming back to the foundational idea of what does it mean to have access
to environmental justice what does it mean to be seen as a whole person and not be kind of riddle to the sidelines
for decades of disinvestment and what comes out of that is us relooking at this looking at programs like Ci U
civilian climate core which has now become the American climate core where 20,000 young people are now being
employed to work within conservation and to work directly in community to plant trees to do technical assistance
programs to help people understand about the climate crisis to train them in in in in conservation where and that was
because of directly the organizing that happened here in 2018 and 2019 from
citizens climate Lobby working with Sunrise movement in Zero Hour zero hour and many other organizations and we said
we're going to go down to Lobby go down to the capital and have a Lobby day where 200 young people from all across
the country just like this which you all going to be doing on Tuesday we had them sign the no fossil fuel money pledge and
from that we realized we have so much power in that I think over like 20 or 30
different elected officials signed it on that day and it was just from us partnering with you all connecting with
each other and saying hey we're going to spend a day we're going to spend a few hours going to each office and showing
them that we if we are are are coming up to their office and and really making a difference by showing them the faces of
their voters then they know that if we're we're if we're going to do that we're going to be the most active voters
we're going to be the most present voters we're going to be the most active constituents advocating on what they should be doing to their communities so
if they don't put climate Justice first if they don't put environmental action first then the communities will know about it because they're hearing about
volunteers like you as Citizens climate Lobby or holding them to account and that's the most powerful thing we can do
is knowing that just in this room we can change the entire functioning of
Congress [Music]
and a key example of that is that in in 2019 I I I was working alongside gr
thunberg and we were trying to figure out how do we get more people involved we were trying to get it to be this this
this large momentum and we were I was climate striking between 8: and 12:00 a.m. in the morning and I was go outside
the White House and and make our our our our our statement heard about what bills what action we need to be taken and then
directly after that we were like well how can we get more involved what can we do to to do more to to actually make sure elect are hearing us and we said
why don't we like start applying to internships at different um Congressional offices why don't we start getting involved in and being on the
inside of tables and we did that and I applied to intern for Congressman John Lewis and that experience allowed me to
see on the inside how we actually make change and the biggest thing I learned is that every time we pick up the phone
an intern has to put down a list and what what that looks like is that this is something we can use and we can
really make an impact this has been we you try time and time again it's been the most effective thing is that when
elected official starts their week they're going to have a call sheet where it's like oh we have to tick down each issue where if two people call for
Reproductive Justice and three people call about environmental justice and another person calls about XYZ issue if
three people are are are the top number in that then that has to be the the Congress member's top priority for the
next week that has to be what they realize that people are are are really inspired to call and they're inspired to
to to make their voice heard so if 10 people picked up the phone on a Tuesday
and called one of the most famous members of Congress Congressman John Lewis and said hey environmental justice
is the number one issue I care about then on my little sheet 10 tally marks I
report that to him the next day and I said well this is what the voters are saying this is what your constituents are telling you so this is the priority
and from that we started working on climate economic bills we started looking at the glastal ACT how do we make sure that our economic system is
working within the confines of of our environment and works alongside ecology and that became just because since the
climate Lobby was organizing we were doing calls um and Le to editor and and so many different actions and we're
realizing wait let's keep doing this let's keep impacting change because they're seeing us they're seeing that
they can't just continue to ignore us anymore because our force is too powerful our voices are getting too loud and we're not stopping until we see even
more change and what we've seen is that it works and that it's going to keep
working we have every reason to be hopeful because 5 years ago we didn't
even imagine that we'd have a president which prioritize the climate justice as one of the top three issues 5 years ago
we wouldn't even imagine that we would have a climate activist on the cover of Time Magazine as person of the year 5
years ago we wouldn't even imagine that there would be a massive mobilization to the scale of the 1970s for the Earth Day
movement that happened in 2019 is continuing to happen now that is because of us and that is because of each of us
knowing that we when we go back home after the summit aren't going to stop we aren't just going to sit back and like
okay we did our Summit we went to our lobby day I'm done for the year we're good we we know that our nieces and and
nephews and our cousins our uncles our our grandmothers need to know about how they get involved need to know how they
can continue to to to support the work you're doing because they see in your eyes that this isn't just another issue
for you this is your life this is what you feel passionate about this is what lights of fire under you because we know we have a taking time bomb but every day
we're working to diffuse it we're working and working alongside each other and seeing every angle we can attack this problem and we've seeing in every
space in every venue from Time Magazine to the White House to every agency to
every classroom climate change is not only being mentioned but they're inspiring us to act we have seen over
190 young people turn out today to this conference and I would like for all of
them to stand up to to show the power of young people to take a stand
and what's amazing about
that they are the future and we must continue to work to make sure that they are the next grandmothers who are
inspiring their grandchildren to continue to work to inspire environmental action this is the future
we're looking at here and I was in 2018 like just one of these young people another just SP who was excited to get
involved and now from my journey it feels like there's just so much more to learn like even in the past 5 years it's
like environmental action like there there's so many angles we can take it and like every time I look at a Cien climate Lobby uh a person who works
alongside me in the White House in in in in this incq and the weij Jack they came from CCL they came from volunteering
they came from Nebraska they came from California and they were young people who were involved in that work and they
became people who are working in government who are continuing the Legacy and continuing the actions that are
impacting change and knowing that the young people all in here came to to to sacrifice their time to to take the time
to learn from each other and learn from you all is so powerful is that like any speech I give here won't be as powerful
as the conversation you have with them for 20 minutes or 30 minutes and it was meeting Debbie Chang who was who was at
an event I was at when I was younger and she inspired me to do the same there was a speaker who was here and I was so
inspired by it and what it was the followup it was the follow through and knowing that like send the followup email to the young person make sure they
feel seen make sure they feel heard so that they just aren't going back to the classroom where it's just like well our
our English essay today is about the death of of of of the seals or the the extinction of our planet well it's like
no I have a community that's active I can email this adult who's going to Mentor me in knowing that I can be a
part of the change someday that I can be in that room I can be in that space where I'm impacting change and and doing
recommendations and and I think what's so amazing is is knowing that even from
from climate striking for over 80 weeks in the White House what's been the most powerful is the conversations we have it
hasn't been yelling at each other it hasn't been this Victory all we've seen on the news it's seeing each other as
not just our family but seeing each other as as even if we're a stranger that we're all just experiencing this
for the first time and I want to thank you
I do know we have um about 11 uh minutes left um I want to take a few questions
from the audience on on on anything I I know there's um someone with microphones
um but yeah we'll go to Q&A um for a few minutes awesome thank you we are
collecting questions on cards back here at the back of the room um so first you
mentioned what an impact it made to receive calls from constituents um when
you were interning in representative John Lewis's office and we have a question about what kind of impact did
it make when constituents actually came in to meet with uh staff or with representative Lewis yes I'm sorry if
I'm not looking at you I can't see from the lights um um but yeah the the impact that was was made was was uh really
exciting because like from the the meetings that we had with them was great that we had followup with like Congressman Ellena hormes Norton we met
with her and that was great is that even if we didn't have an action that was there on that day it was her knowing
that she could come to us for any knowledge based questions as well because it isn't just about us meeting them and having our demands but for them
to know a kind of a knowledge based body which that she can reach out to if she's
ever seing a client bill that she needs expertise on I think that's what's been really powerful is is opening that kind
of level of of partnership with Congress members so that they aren't just out on their owns and and kind of just like
trying to figure out and collect data and collect information but meeting with the team members um and having constant
communication with them and sharing them on updates and things I think that's been really powerful over the years wonderful all right we also have a
question um you mentioned the justice 40 initiative can you just explain a little bit more about what that is yeah
absolutely um so the justice 40 initiative is something that was created alongside um an executive order
alongside the the we jack committee and basically what it is is that it said there would be a whole government
approach when it comes to environmental Justice Reform and how we think about the work that we do so when we look at
it say for example uh a a solar plant which is coming into a community they will look at how do how do the the the
benefits make sure that it's not only just per um further to advance a community that has already kind of has
maybe access to clean energy already but making sure that black and brown communities have equal Equitable access
to it as well and they measured that by the the climate and economic Justice screening tool that we made last year um
which was um it made alongside a lot of made incredible partners with CCL um but we take to I think about 14 or 15
different um uh indicators and from that we understand that 40% of those benefits must be um have tangible impacts on
those indicators and to make sure for example air quality is improved to make sure that a community has less access to
to to um to uh um to I'm sorry I'm from my words um but they they would have uh
less access to uh to to toxic air they would have um clean water access programs and things like that those
different indicators would be key things that we'd look at in in the programs and we work alongside EPA and in in Partners
to make sure that 40% isn't just the kind of number that they they they kind of throw at but it it has that follow up
and that follow through through transparency that we work on all right our next question is what's
the best way for older people to support young people in their environmental and
climate advocacy yeah as I think for a lot of
young people it's just feeling like they're included like for me I like first got involved even before like CCL
it was like my science teacher who um I I grew up in born and raised in DC and uh they were having a Smithsonian event
and my science teacher was like hey there's this climate event that's going on and I I know like a few of you students um may want to get involved and
I'm just going to take a few minutes of my class time like five minutes to talk about it and what they did was like he
explained what it was people felt like they can get involved and he was our chaperon for the day even on a weekend and brought students to it and from that
I actually learned what like climate change actually is because like for so long as a kid it was like these kind of
dangers and like these the threats but it was like wait like climate change is something that is solvable through real
solutions that are available to us and that we don't just have to kind of lie down and take the climate crisis face on
but we can do something about it to to Really change it and I think any adult can kind of do that to to work with a
local high school and if you're not a teacher to to I basically ask the the principal administer or School Board to
say hey give a presentation about this event that's happening in the community I would love to have maybe like senior high school students get involved and
from that those 10 high school students go back to their classrooms and they feel like the cool kids because they went on a Saturday and they basically
were able to hang out get like food and like just able to to like hang out with their classmates and that was like
really amazing and that after like I start I did that in nth grade and that um our scien told us about that program
and all those like young people that went alongside us we were able to talk to our classmates about the importance of being vegan the importance of taking
small actions and in just embodying that ideals of what it means to to kind of fight for climate change and fight
against climate change and over I think 60% of the the high schoolers by the fourth by 12th grade were vegan and were
actively involved in the work that uh in the work of environmental action and that was just from one action that the
school did and given they had every year they had like a few different presentations and like a person from the
community would speak about like environmentalism and and other issues but if like five people kind of do that
and like every every they kind of reach out to different high schools and that's such a massive impact on young people so I've seen that is a really good way to
kind of reach a lot of young people at
once all right our next question is what has been your biggest obstacle in your own activist journey and how did you
overcome it I think my biggest uh obstacle has been my age because I think when I first
Jo the weij Jack I was 18 years old and many of them had phds and it was it was
not I I think it was it was a fear that like a lot of the people in these rooms
wouldn't really take the issue of young people seriously I think that's been a really like critical issue that I faced
a lot is that people don't really understand that like the impacts of the action that we're taking now will impact
new for like the next 70 years all the young people in here will be around in a future that will be impacted by climate
change and that hits us very much more AB visceral way because it feels like our lives are being stripped from us and
I think being in rooms where like often times they don't understand the urgency of the issue is been the biggest
obstacle is is knowing that young people aren just aren't doing this because it it's become a massive movement we're
we're we are the ones who created the movement out of our anxiety and out of our our anger and it it's them
understanding that they have to act with urgency and a lot of people within the federal body just value red tape and I
think what we have to do is really really push back and say hey like this you have to kind of speed up these
processes and what we've seen is that over the past three years like they have been very much willing to strip back red
tape when it comes to fossil fuel projects and The Willow project in Dakota access Pipeline and line three and many other examples of when red tape
conveniently was stripped away but when we're in our meetings urgency isn't the
number one thing they're worried about is oh we have to make sure we're following all the processes we have to make sure we're having a six-month
review of this and one year review of that and then 3 years later we're now just seeing the start of a lot of our
our recommendations and I think that's been the biggest issu is knowing that young people don't have their whole life to wait just because we're young doesn't
mean we should have to be telling our grandchildren still to be organizing this because this is the LA last
lifetime which we will accept in
action in a gen Z for a reason where the last letter of the alphabet and it's going to be the last time we accept in
action it's the last time we accept this so it it's it's it's really important
that we know like young people are involved in this conversation all right we have time for one more question so um if you could
offer us your thoughts on this and then any closing thoughts um this question
asks what climate initiatives or activity in the environmental space
makes you most optimistic for the future that's a really good question
um I think there's so many different programs that I've seen really optimistic about the future um I would
say for myself I think a lot of what I've seen is really been powerful is the the truee equity movement there like
American Forest is a the a really good nonprofit which is um doing forestry work has been working alongside
communities to make sure that we have re forestry in black and brown communities that have been historically impacted by redlining and what's been really amazing
in that is that knowing that has so many co- benefits and seeing that like if go to a community like Tucson Arizona and
like you see like the disparities between black communities and and and wealthier whiter communities it is that disparity and see like wait there's
actual records and data that that that see maternal Health mortality being impacted we see um childhood asthma
being impacted we see so many different kind of impacts that you wouldn't expect to see from tree kopy impacting but it
does and I think that's been really amazing that we have now I think uh three billion dollars of funding that
was just allocated to that through the inflation reduction act not partisan infrastructure Bill and that is really powerful is getting more people involved
in that work more people volunteering to to plant trees and not just any type of tree because like it it has to be native
tree it has to kind of inspire more action but I think what's powerful about pleting is that it doesn't stop there a
lot of the tree planting actions which happen really spur more Community Action like if you're a kid in Seattle
Washington like and you're planting a tree then you now know about environmentalists who are doing that work and I just going to stop at
planting a tree cuz that's the first step and then now you continue working with them and continue organizing and then becomes a lifetime
of those connections I think that's I've seen is is is really um one of the kind of inspiring things I've seen is that I
see the kind of long-term impact of
that um and if there aren't any more questions I want to thank you all so
much um and I want to end in a chance um if you all can join me in it and true activist fashion and I'll start with
what do we want climate Justice and when do we want it now what do we want Justice when do we want it now what do
we want Justice when do we want it now if we don't get
it oh okay well thank you all thank
you talk for next year what do we want
W please welcome to the stage Topher [Applause]
Anderson all right hi everyone uh
my name is Topher Anderson uh and I have the privilege and joy of being the interim development director for
Citizens climate Lobby uh it's interim because our fearless leader on maternity leave and uh that's the best thing ever
so um but yeah I am here with my colleague Rebecca Utch uh Rebecca could
you stand up real
quick and I've had the privilege of fundraising for cc for 5 years but before that I was even a group leader
and then I Sate liaison for years before that so uh it's been a
while in this role though I often get asked this question of of what does it actually mean to do fundraising for CCL
like when you look around this room it's really obvious that our greatest resource and strength is our national
volunteer army like our secret sauce is your Genius in your investment of time
and energy and creativity so so what the heck am I doing here
right well I wanted to answer that question together if you'll humor me uh with a little visioning exercise so
would you all be up for that thank goodness okay so for this exercise I
invite you to close your eyes it is an invitation so you don't have to uh but I invite you
to okay now take a deep breath
Center Yourself In This Moment it's 2024 and you're surrounded
by more than 1,000 climate advoc Advocates from around the US you've had
a jam-packed few days of training speakers and education that might have your head spinning and that's
good but set those spinning thoughts aside for a moment breathe
in and just feel the chair beneath you and your feet on the floor breathe
out and let go of your plans for that Lobby prep meeting you still have to do or whatever's coming up later in
today just be present here right now okay now as you breathe in next
answer this question who brings you here in addition to your own future
whose future are you here to protect who 2100 in 2050 are you here to
protect as you breathe out Envision them it could be the face of your children
your grandchildren your nieces or nephews your community but whoever or wherever they
are look at them in your mind's
eye as you continue to breathe deeply imagine that they're sitting with you right now and my mind's I it's my
2-year-old son Marshall uh he's sitting on my lap and I have five young nieces and nephews circled around me um and so
for a few moments just tell your loved one what kind of future you want for them for this climate and tell them what
you're doing about it today
okay take a deep breath in and a long breath
out a deep breath in and on your breath out we'll travel
into the future together okay now the year is
2100 you're no longer in this room and neither am I
but the person or people who you you were just talking to are filing in I invite you to look around the room
through their eyes and to hear it with their ears the first thing you notice is the
sheer number and diversity of the audience there are at least 4,000 people
in this room cramming it from end to end there are farmers and Foresters urban
planners and bluecollar workers you can hear multiple languages spoken in different
Pockets people of every race religion and political affiliation are all here
and they're all boisterously and proudly themselves as I meet new people around the country and have great
conversations now over that chatter I invite you to look up in your mind's eye
look around the room you notice a huge series of banners
hanging from the ceiling it's too many to quickly count but it's
at least 50 or 60 every one of these banners represents a law that CCL has helped to pass in a
significant way each one includes the bill title and the story of how we contributed in the
photos of our volunteers at Bill signings with their members of Congress but the best part is at the
bottom where every volunteer who feels like they impacted that bill has signed it and wrote what they did
and your name is on quite a few of these now on the stage the main event is
about to begin the president of the United States and the Senate chairman are from
opposing political parties but today they come up on stage to thank CCL and honor the vital role
that CCL played in securing a livable world for the 22nd
century they speak about how the perilous 20s and 30s which are now recorded in history books were the peak
of climate instability and political polarization and they speak to how CCL
turned the tide by showing up day after day with their professionalism their
energy their love and their
persistence there's still work to do in 2100 but it's drastically different it's
maybe not about averting climate change because we've hit and surpassed net zero
but it's about adapting to the damages and ensuring uh good outcomes for everybody and drawing emissions down
even further so the policy issues are different the technology is alien to us
but listen hear the way that CCL continues
fighting for a livable world the DNA of CCL is still in this
room our founder Marshall Saunders still breathes here his contagious optimism
his persistence his vision his love it's still
here and yours is too that's why your loved one
came as they take it all in they look around with the banners with your name
on it they see the vibrant chapters that you started in the movement that you
built as the audience stand to Applause uh the speakers your loved one remains sitting for just
a moment they close their eyes and they see you in their mind and quietly they say thank
you thank you okay we're going to take one last
breath in and out and then we're going to come back to the present all right so
in and out okay everyone please open your eyes
um my friends thanks for doing that with me that's what development and fundraising means for Citizens climate
Lobby it's looking into the future not as if we're like grasping for a crystal ball so we can glimpse a better future
but it's looking for the Hammers and nails so that we can build that future together and already everyone in here
has built the foundation and the framing for that future there are already a thousand of us in this room and tomorrow
we're going to have hundreds of meetings with our members of Congress as an organization we're 87% funded by our
Grassroots and already with that we've helped to pass Five state or federal
laws uh I'm sorry six bipartisan federal laws five state laws we've already shown
up in our communities stepped out and become the citizens that this country
needs but the reality and the hard reality is that finishing this future is
going to require more of us as an as people and as an
organization to pack this room with people of every background and political stripe it's going to require a more
robust scholarship program so that not a single climate concerned citizen faces
barriers to lobbying their elected officials those banners scattered around the room will require a bigger
government Affairs team to help us direct more sophisticated campaigns it will will require a deeper
well of training and workshops that enable everyone to become an expert on the climate polies policies of the
day making this decade the peak of climate instability and political
depolarization will require more cers it will require more of us in our
communities and more resources for our chapters who are doing incredible
work so I will make an ask that as some of the people already building this
future with us that you consider investing even more by making a financial contribution
today I know this is a bold ask especially when you're doing so much but I make this bold ask because my time in
2100 tells me it's worth being bold for me it's worth it to see a
livable world for my son and the grandkids he's going to bring to that conference and I hope it's worth it for
you too if you so choose uh you can say yes to my request and I ask in one of three
ways first if you've never made a donation to Citizens climate Lobby I ask that you please consider making a
meaningful gift whatever that means for you and if you can make it monthly uh that's really powerful in helping us
sustain our work month after month second if you already give to CCL
thank you I ask if you consider possibly stretching your gift or texting someone
in your network to say hey have you ever considered donating to CCL
and third if you have the capacity I ask that you consider becoming a climate
Guardian by pledging a leadership donation of $10,000 or more this is a leadership level of
giving to propel our work forward and there are dozens of climate Guardians in the room
today it's a bold step but I hope that we'll find it at least eight climate Guardians in this conference who find
that it's possible for them so so please consider this if you're able so right now we're going to take a
few minutes and I'm going to give you that chance to respond right here and now uh so I'll share some brief directions and then Rick's going to play
some music uh so during that time please stay seated um yeah so to make a monthly or onetime
donation you can scan the QR code on the left up here um or if you pull out your
conference brochure it would be on the top uh QR code for your conference
bore to scan a QR code uh you can open your camera app and you hover it over
the QR code and hit the link and if you have any issues with QR codes please raise your hand uh cers are incredibly
friendly and they'll help you out if you're considering a climate Guardian gift I just ask that you take
this moment to get the ball rolling uh write out any questions you have think about what's possible for you text your
significant other to make sure uh have their
blessing then uh after the music ends please come and talk to us after the uh
over the break myself Rebecca and Mark will be standing up here near the front
of the stage uh to talk with you if you're not able to make it because you have to run to that Lobby prep meeting
you can also scan the QR code on the right um or the bottom one on your
brochure to send us an email and we'll make sure we connect before the end of the conference so with that Ricky can you
give us a few minutes to take some
action I'm hoping some for some great music that'll give us some
[Music] boogies
for e
so I'm
okay that is my time with you today thank you so much um we're going to take
a break and then come back here at uh 1010 for an awesome film screening and
so remember again please be looking for Mark Rebecca or I if you'd like to come talk to us at the front of the stage
thank you so much
[Music]
[Music]
[Music]
a [Music]
[Music]
oh you done [Music]
oh look you done [Music]
[Music]
[Music]
oh what you done [Music]
oh you [Music]
[Music]
oh [Music]
meet with folks that are from all over the country and we all working for the same goal it's good to see that you know
everybody that comes to the table whether you're in a political party or another or if you're you know member of
my own minority or several minorities you work together and I think this is this is the most powerful thing about
CCL when I first joined I was a little on the shy side you know I like to kind of analyze the environment see where I
best fit in so I attended the informational session and I found myself really drawn to the fact that there's
different communities within CCL I am part of several communities because I'm Hispanic I'm part of the diversity and
inclusion uh community and I also you know I'm part of my group the Central and Western Kentucky group I met a lot
of a lot of nice people through joining the action team shout out to the inclusion team for holding it down every
single time and for making those spaces and for making the organization better
every single day I've been in a lot of groups in the states that talk about inclusion and they talk a lot but they
really don't do anything about it and I think with CCL we really have seen uh in
my case the Hispanic Community have seen that that we have a place
here my advice for others who are also passionate and concerned about climate Justice is just get into it everybody I
think needs to get involved with this everybody has a voice and if you get involved you can you can make a
difference find the space that works for you find a space that makes you feel whole feel safe what have you the first
step is taking the step taking a leap and forming a community wherever uh you
go there will be a community to support you uplift and um Empower you
[Music]
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[Music]
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he
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[Music]
he he
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[Applause] [Music]
[Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music]
[Music]
good morning CCL we have about a minute and a half before the start of the next session of the opening pliner please
take your seats [Music]
good morning CCL 1 minute one minute before the start of the next session please take your seats
[Music]
w [Music]
please welcome to the stage Bill Baron Ben stillerman and Ellie
[Applause]
Sparks Hello everybody welcome back it's uh really exciting for me to be here to
do the introduction for this session um I'm Bill Baron I'm the regional coordinator for the Mountain West and
support unteers in Montana Wyoming Utah Colorado New Mexico Arizona and
Nevada and in that time as a regional director what I found is that you know
as you might imagine there's a lot of distance between one end of the region and the other expanding from Canada to
Mexico and so one of the things that I really found was that it was really important to be out in the field
reaching out to individuals having conversations and connect with people on an individual level and so I'm really
excited for this session and a little bit about Ben Ben stillerman is a documentary filmmaker with an interest
in using media to bridge divides and a passion for teaching others to do the same by focusing on interviews which
Foster curiosity empathy and dignity for both the subject and the interviewer his
latest documentary Project true false hot cold about climate attitude in rural
Utah was partially funded by the rabi foundation Grant and is being launched
in conjunction with a new nonprofit production company the social cohesion
lab recently he has been screened he has screened his work and run depolarization
Day events for students at UC Berkeley MIT BYU NYU and Cornell born in South
Africa he credits The Truth and Reconciliation Commission studs turkle and Frederick wisman
amongst his biggest influences you may also recognize him as a videographer at six previous CCL
conferences in lobby [Applause]
days so it's really personally exciting for me to to uh be here and do this
presentation knowing that the work that I found being effective in the region is
to be reaching out to to people across the political spectrum and the value of
having conversations and that is I found to be the most successful in listening
first and from there being able to find common ground so I'm I'm really excited
to hear uh this discussion as well as uh just see what the future holds for Ben
and the work that he's doing so with that I'll pass it to you and thank you for being here thank you yeah
all right thank you Bill and welcome Ben we're very glad you're here and uh like
Bill said we have common ground we are out there doing this kind of work and then Ben is an artist out there and a
thinker and someone also who wants to stretch boundaries and see where we can grow as a community and he's documented
that in these wonderful short videos which are compiled kind of like a
collection of short stories where you uh follow some people kind of through the
stories and uh you get a chance to see them saying different things around different topics but each little story
stands on its own and beautiful in that way we're going to start with uh looking
at two of them and then we'll have some conversation and then we will wrap up looking at one more and uh then wrap it
up there sounds good right Ben yeah thank you so much for for being here and spending time with me I got to just say
it's it's extra special to be be here after having done so many CCL Lobby days
I recognize so many people it's lovely to be able to screen together with you like this um I will say that we're going
to watch two episodes and then chat for a little bit and then watch one more episodes there are 26 episodes in total
so we're definitely not going to watch all of those uh if you do want to watch all of them you can go to True fals Hot
cold.com um to sign up for for updates but um I I just want to preface you're
going to see some stuff that you're not going to agree with um and and that's part of the experience that we're that
we're working on in in this documentary and and I think we'll we'll kind of um Foster some good conversation based on
that um so yeah let's let's watch the first two episodes it's about 12 minutes long
[Music] [Applause]
when I was just a little boy my daddy said hey son going to teach you
how boy we have some fun we live up here in the mountain EO live up here we can
go out in the open a and sing without a Kiss Lady
[Music] de
[Music] [Applause] [Music]
[Applause] [Music]
what's the vibe of Emery County what's what are people like here what are people up to here what are people
about this is a rural area they like farming they like having their cows and
horses there's a couple of llamas over there in that field there's a pig over right behind my garage her name's manura
and she knows who she is the day that I no a week after I moved
back to emry County to start in the mine was the I got full custody of my kids
you can't support a family with 18 bucks an hour anymore coal mine's best place to go
it's a quiet place uh easy lifestyle uh
congenial people uh lots to do we've got the mountains on one side the desert on the
other side uh there's some very different and diverse communities uh
we may all look alike to people coming from outside but we all have a sense of which Community we belong to here and
and our share of of rivalry people in Amry County value their privacy they value that Wide Open Spaces on the one
hand we love our beautiful environment that we have here on the other hand we don't want the whole world to know about
it to prolong a life that is uh comforting and pleasurable and peaceful
and and your family is safe those are the foundations that most of the people
that I know and and in the people in this in this town and in every town I know
about that's what they want first is the safety of their
[Music]
family 18 76 Pioneers are crawling into this
Valley literally horseback aux carts on a
foot Custer gets wiped out at the Little Big Horn Marone has invented the radio
there are street lights in New York City and the industrial revolution has
created an unbelievable going on on the east
coast and they are crawling into this crack
with wagons on a horses on a foot they had they built something here
in a place that nobody wanted to live in it's the last place anybody wanted to go
this was the last mission that Brigham Young sent people to 8 days later he
died a terrible death died of a belly AE I've always said of all the rotten
things he did the thing that done he me was making people move to Amry County so those
folks came here hard stiff necked this was a they
were going to make it work and nobody was going to drive them out and nobody was going to change well it's been a
while since they came here but that no one's going to make us change is still
pretty much a mindset in them folks
[Music]
[Music]
is it tter than you remember when you were growing up oh yeah I think it
is I called during the winter of course maybe we're just getting old and it just feels that way
well I can remember snow being 3 and 4T deep in the winter time it don't happen
now we haven't had the snow that we've had
but what's going say next this next winter would go could be a good winter
hopefully we do have a good winter for our water is it getting hotter here than it used to be no
if if I say but I read somewhere on some news that it is getting hotter do you believe
me well no because I I live
here yeah it's got hotter but now but now ask me do do I think it's going to
stay hotter no no I I believe we might be heading
down to another ice cycle through I you know and maybe I'm and I'm probably am
wrong but I'm not sitting there trying to force you to believe in my ways you know what I mean I'm not saying you need
to buy coats you need to buy this and that and you're going to live it the way I want to cuz if you're not prepared
you're going to die I mean what would you say to someone who's really worried about it what are you worried about it for I
mean I don't I mean you're afraid afraid you going to burn
up afraid California is going to get engulfed and get buried in the ocean
a little bit not not like is that such a bad thing
no just a joke that's going to definitely be in the film don't you do
that [Music]
do you feel connected to Nature do you feel like nature is an important part of your life yeah I I feel like Nature's
important way important part of humanity
so we'll see what um yeah feel real connected to the
nature so now Russ I can see you're a little a little emotional a little nervous can you tell me what you're
feeling what are you what are you reacting never never really sat down and had somebody ask me how what they thought or
how how you would think and you you know like you say
I I'm nervous but I'm also excited
so my family's livelihood depends on on the earth uh uh I've i' I've shared with
you our garden Tomatoes we eat out of the garden uh we eat our own beef we we
we share with others uh I I I see myself as a steward
of of the land Family Farms are scratching out a living doing the very
best they can taking care of the Water Resources we have uh taking care of the
animal resources we have to to provide you're either praying for Rene or you're thinking people for rain the new cattle
crop or you're praying for you're praying for your uh crops that you just plant it and the Harvest time there's
all there's always a a give and take so yeah so you have to have some respect and appreciate and uh and gratitude for
what you have around you when the rains come yeah you get out here and look at the stars at night it is so beautiful it
is it you know you can feel it you can see it and it's a part of us it can't
not be part of us if we're at if we're not a part of us were living too far behind or we're too far ahead we're not
present anymore so in this area I I believe you could go out there on the desert and walk in places where you can
be pretty sure there's never been another human being walk or if there was it was probably thousands of years ago
so you know you can be out there you can be all alone and just let your mind wander and drift the farmers and the
ranchers here they they live or die by their property by their cattle by their
their land and um their water I'm nothing against City people in that
sense but you've pulled yourself away from nature so everything is most of
that was like up north and Salt Lake and up into Spanish Fork most of that was
cherry trees beautiful Orchards grasslands now it's nothing but buildings and freaking and they're the
biggest freaking ones that vote green but they're the ones that do the most damage and I so how do you how is a
farmer that's sitting there saying I want my kids keep this as a ranch I don't want it developed being told he's
worse on the environment than the people that's just paved over it and built on
it telling me that they're self-righteous you know what I mean about cuz I don't need to Green piece or
something like that it's like I'm probably more green than you'll
ever be because I believe I have to live with Mother Nature I am very proud of
what I do I'm very when John and I work the fields together
we have seriously been teased how romantic is and her tractors because he's on one side of the field doing
something with his equipment and I'm on another side of the field following behind with finishing up working the
fields or whatever and there is a lot of gratification to look back over that
field and say we did that and it's going to produce we hope is going to produce and
and our hay fields are they're just something to look at and be proud of it's it's a part of me I
feel like it's it's raised me literally I love I mean I've I've always every
morning you wake up you walk out especially up here you look out and you always see something new that just gets to you and it it's amazing it's it's a
blessing we definitely have been given that's for sure I would rather be poor
and do what we do than to have all of the riches of everything else
[Music]
[Music] [Applause]
[Applause]
what where'd she go oh right there
[Music]
thank you all right so let's talk first about
the work of making these documentaries how did you pick that county in Utah
yeah so um as you may have read um there there's this kind of ongoing uh Yale
opinion survey where they kind of ask people around the country their feelings about climate and uh this this County
Emory was was a sort of outlier on even on on the map of of all the the counties
in in the country of a particularly kind of uh uniquely skeptical place about
climate change and um I was living in Los Angeles at the time it was about a 10-hour Drive um I I did a little bit of
reading about it and and saw that it it both um uh had coal mines coal uh power
plants um and also cattle um I took a drive out there and uh the first time
and and just sort of to see what the what the feeling in the air was like and um showed up at the gas station and uh
started introducing myself and people were incredibly hospitable and interested and and happy to chat and and
kind and uh the place was beautiful um and in ended up sort of deciding that
there was a story here that was um deeper than just one sort of Step that
that you see when you you know when you're reading a report I felt that there was a story Beyond just a singular
narrative that was going on that that was worth investigating mhm and you went
out once and then talk about that sort of timing and filming yeah it was a slow process went out I think in
2019 for the first time to just just literally say Hello by myself introduce
myself spent a couple weeks out there um then uh went back with a crew of a small
crew of four or five of us and we spent three months we spent the whole summer we did uh about 200 hours of interviews
we did uh we spoke to about 60 or 65 people um and uh you know we had to
build trust we had to we had to you know we couldn't just show up and say tell us all your opinions about climate and
we're going to Splash it across the screen Nationwide and you know and you know we had to we had to establish some
some kind of conversations that people understood what we were doing there we w w weren't out to kind of make people
look foolish we weren't there to to sort of do gotcha interviews uh we wanted
people to understand that we were there to to have conversations to have good conversation and that that really is
kind of at the core of the the work generally is I'm interested um in and
how do we have better conversations across ideologies that really feels like the the governing principle behind the
documentary um so yeah we spent over four months there at the End by the time we had yeah tell a little bit more about
the building dress work what is that like and what can you advice what you give to us yeah well I think the the the
main thing I can sort of say is you know people want to share their stories
people want to feel like their stories m matter um or that their their stories
are worth hearing and so if you give people the The Forum to to share they
will usually rise to the occasion and share they will they will spread their their sort of feelings you know they
will they will go deeper than you than you would instinctively think with a stranger who's just shown up at their
front door because it's so it's so unusual for someone to say I care I'm
interested tell me who you are tell me what you worried about what you're excited about tell me what your
priorities are what what your fears are everyone's got fears everyone's you know
everyone's not sure about how things are going and and and people want to feel like they've there's an audience that
that's interested in hearing that and so if you genuinely show up and say I I truly do care um people will will will
will pick that up and and and then and then sort of just on a practical level you go do one nice interview with
someone and they say you know in a town like this where there's 10,000 people in the whole County within a week everyone
knows who you are and so you know they're like you got to speak to John and John's like oh well you've got to
speak to Sheila cuz Sheila really knows and you know then you speak to Sheila and she's like I'm offended that you
haven't spoken to like Shelly yet you know like and so um so by the end there
was like a real I mean I was laughing I went with my wife for a good few months and and she was you know there on on on
said as well and and you know after 10 years in La I feel like we had more
friends in in in Amry County after three months so
yeah now is that what you call Deep listening yeah it's you know you hear it
sort of in spoken about in different ways the way I've always thought about it is um you know doing an interview is
like giving a gift to ways it's a gift um to the person you're you're speaking
to because you're saying I want to give you a platform to share yourself and
it's a gift for the interviewer as well because you know you're when you read a
great novel or you travel to a new part of the world you you grow as a person and and and I feel like an interview is
the same kind of thing you know you grow as a person you you might not change your mind you know after 3 months I
didn't come out going that's it's true there is no clim you know but um but you you're a richer
person for having gone and spoken and and really wanted to listen you know do
you find that deep listening spills over into your everyday life or is it something you intentionally set to do
when you're doing the interviews yeah I mean I have a bit of a sort of mental process I try to go through um I think
actually what really helps is the the mechanism of the documentary itself when you put a camera down and you point it
in One Direction it sort of very quickly establishes like this is this is the
conversation going in this direction it's your turn to talk I I might like
every now and then I couldn't help myself make a comment here or there but it's your it's your time um and and so
it helps it helps shut down that instinct we all have of no you've said something now I want to I was just
listening so that I could wait for a moment for me to jump in with my own opinion um at you have to really
practice that feeling of people are going to say a lot of different things and you have to be you have to be okay
with with just being a sort of vessel for it's kind of like therapy I think like you know my my my my wife is a
therapist and we we talk about how it's a similar kind of muscle um and that's actually what we're trying to teach when
we're doing these depolarization days at universities you know there's there's there's not a lot of opportunity for
people to talk with people who feel completely and utterly different from them about climate or about any number
of big topics that were sort of so partisan and polarized about uh nationally and internationally there's
there's really just not a lot of opportunities for practice and and and I think that's a Pity and I think that
those are skills that can be learned by putting yourself in the way of ideas that are different from you which is why
you know it's it's it's I've screened this for audiences that have really sort of cringed at times when when someone
has said something so different but but I think that's a that's a skill that we need to all be fostering all the time
cuz that's the secret to a sort of more um cohesive Community you know that's
why we called it the social cohesion lab a nonprofit that's focused on using media to bridge divides so that's kind
of the the hope is that you can actually teach these skills through practice of
you know of engaging across difference well tell us more about the lab then the social cohesion lab yeah please follow
social cohesion lab.org um at the moment what we're doing is a kind of few
different um uh activities the biggest one we've we've run is is what we kind
of mentioned the depolarization day um we we we we had seminars we had guest
speakers I don't know if you guys know uh Ali Hawk's child she came to speak uh just a real kind of um inspiration of
mine she went to go do a a book uh in in the South about climate Attitudes Straight ERS in their own land
um we we screened some documentaries our documentary and and then some other
bridging documentaries where people were talking across um different ideologies and then we we did a practical component
where we gave cameras out to all the attendees and we gave them a few minutes to learn how to do an interview and then
we sent them off to go and interview each other um and it was a it was a wonderful experience where we we we kind
of Tred to put into into you know into action this process of of using uh
different kinds of media to to Really sort of engage with difference now
granted uh the audience of students at Berkeley weren't massively ideologically
diverse you know I mean it was a a particular crowd of people but even there it wasn't focused so much on on uh
you know we've got to be talking about huge differences it was just enough to say tell me about your childhood it's
different to my childhood everyone had a childhood but mine was unique you know uh yours was unique and and and
practicing that skill of of being able to listen uh with an empathetic generous ear uh is something that I think
students need uh but I think everyone needs uh we we're we're running it for
students now but but we're going to try and run it for nonprofits and for uh corporates and
for local governments we're going to keep trying to sort of put the you know put the word out
about how important it is to engage M yeah I love it uh so back to sort of the
artistic choices can you talk a little bit about those interludes where we see them culturally like the guitar player
yodel and then the cattle moving and things like that yeah yeah I think I think what happens you know sometimes in
a documentary is uh or or or you know a singular piece of Engagement with some
person you you get a very kind of caricatured sense of who this person is
oh you know insert uh you know old farmer who thinks X type of way or
whatever you know insert person here who's got these kinds of opinions and so we really wanted to make sure there were
uh moments throughout the the the documentary project where it was free
from conversation free from judgment where it was just us spending time with people doing their daily life because I
think when you see people doing their daily life you you can't help but feel a connection to them you can't help but
say okay they're just doing their thing they're just working through their day they're just worrying about their kids
or having fun on the weekend or whatever it is and without that it feels like maybe people come across his caricatures
with it it feels like they're made into whole people um you know that's true for
all of us yeah I I felt too watching it it was kind of like a bit of sorbet in
between hes like cleanse your pallet a little bit and then well it is a lot of talking at you otherwise you need to
have some time to breathe and go wow what did people just say you know did I how did I feel about that and and and
and actually that's one of my favorite things is is trying to SS out how an audience is feeling when they're hearing
the stuff and then when they get some time to breathe and and sort of digested it's it's it's it's uniquely sort of
enjoyable for me watching the audience watch the the the the film because um I
get to kind of live their experience through it as well and those those interludes are a time when they when
they get to sort of reflect yeah talk about the choice between making these uh
five minute or so versus like an hour and a half or a twoh hour documentary
yeah yeah thank you for for mentioning that I wanted to just sort of say um it is an unusual format it's it's um so
it's it's 26 short EP episodes each um no longer than 7 minutes um each about 5
to 6 minutes long um and each one deals with kind of a different topic you know
we talk about the media we talk about religion we talk about local government we talk about a forest fire that happens
while we're there we talk about the drought uh we talk about some Phil what the next episode we're going to watch
the last one for today is is a little bit more of a philosophical one we talk about psychology so you know we each one
was a sort of core topic um and each one has at least a little bit of daily life
happening in it as well and the reason we chose that format well without going into the details too much uh you may
have picked up that uh the media landscape is is changing everything's
online people are consuming their content on YouTube Tik Tok Instagram um
and you know it's man I I struggle to go watch a documentary that's two hours long you
know it's Friday night you're tired you're like kind of want to put on some silly romcom and like veg out like I I
get it um and so I wanted to make this feel like it was a format that people
could watch in little pieces they could follow along with for a longer time and we're releasing it sort of sequentially
one a week over the um over about six months and as we do that we're going to kind of encourage engagement we're going
to do some Live Events we're going to um do some some webinar events that sort of thing um just as a way of kind of
bringing people along for the journey um the other thing just practically is if you get talked at by people for two and
a half hours you're going to lose your mind so you know you have to break it up a little bit um and so that was just
kind of a creative practical consideration there well how have these having these
conversations changed you yeah I mean as I've kind of
mentioned you know uh you you you can't help but grow as a
person when you engage with a life that's different from yours um you know and and and I think this is the the kind
of the the main takeaway I got from the project um for
myself because I there was a part of me that that said maybe I'll go there and like I'll show a few graphs and I'll say
a few clever things and like you know I'm not going to change everyone's but maybe people
will be like damn what I never I had no idea you know and it's it's not the way
it happens you know people's beliefs are formed through a a really slow
combination of personal experience and the experiences of the
community in which they spend their time you know and and and so so I I think that the what what sort of changed for
me is this attitude of you just need to think of a good way to kind of convince someone and then they'll change their
mind no the reality is like you have to accept that Minds change really slowly that beliefs form not in a vacuum but in
a in a community and if you want to engage with someone who's got different beliefs to you you have to go to where
they are you have to meet them where they are and you know understand the community Dynamics this this community
if they I mean there's 10,000 people in this community and there's two coal mines if they shut those two coal mines
down um which they're talking about doing that you know they're going to be decommissioned in the next 10 years
probably um you know that that's going to be there's there's I think there's 600 jobs there you know and they're
building a solar plant um that's feeding into that grid but that that solar plant
is going to employ two people and so you know there's there's genuine um uh for
lack of a better word there's existential panic in the air and you need to understand that when you go and
try and sort of explain to someone you know why we need a you we need to phase
out carbon you know people are are up for the conversation but it's got to
make sense in the context in which their beliefs have developed that's that's the main takeaway that I think I got from
from you know the
experience I should say one other funny thing which is that you know um uh
90% of the land in in Utah is is federally owned either or state owned or federally owned and so a lot of you know
people there are kind of looking around and they're like just beautiful there's nothing there they're like we don't you
know where where do we see we don't see anything but the farmers that that do have land they're very happy to you know
put up solar panels on their land that they're not using there and so I think what's cool is there are allies to be
found in ways that we might not sort of um that that guy Ross who's you know who
got a bit emotional he's building one of Utah's biggest solar plants on his land
um because you know not because he's you
know not because he's like going to be at this conference although he'd probably be very happy at this conference but because someone came to
him and said Ross you're not using this huge chunk of land do you want to make a little bit of extra money and and you
can power your whole Farm doing it and you can sell it to the grid and what do you say you're interested he was like
sign me up you know sure why not you know and and and that's the kind of um
allies that that that can be formed in places that you might not expect yeah thank you say can you say a
little more about common ground like I think sometimes I go in thinking I've got to have common ground in that we we
both care about climate change so there's common ground but how are you finding common ground with people who
who have such a difference in perspective I think the number one that thing that everyone has in common is is
a kind of um a sort of concern that
they're going to be okay that their family is going to be okay you know that that there's there a place for them in
in whatever World develops you know whether it's a farmer who's thinking to himself man I'm getting squeezed up
because these giant you know institutional farms in Texas are are you
know making it so that I there's absolutely no economic incentive for me to sell my 300 cows that I've you know
that I'm working on here on my small piece of land they're they're scared you know or or um or if there's a drought
and and and the water uh the Water sort of uh dries up and they have to choose
between powering the the coal power plant or or feeding the uh the cattle
you know who who's going to win in that in that in that cont conversation that people are nervous and and and and we're
all feeling that sense of man I hope there's I hope there's a plan I hope there's a place I hope I hope I'll be
okay I hope my my family will be okay if you come at it from that angle uh I
found it very unusual that someone doesn't immediately sort of engage and say I I also have fears I'm also
wondering you know where we're going to be um whatever topic it might be you know whether it's climate or you any any
one of the the the the um the issues that that are dividing us
right guys are such a such a warm generous audience it's so
nice uh so you've said it's fun to talk with people you don't agree with can you
tell us more yeah I mean you know we've all felt that feeling where you're sitting in a
in a in a room and you're you're just everyone's just nodding along they all agree and everyone knows already and
everyone said the thing that the other person just you know we all know that feeling and then you know you have an
experience where you go to I don't know Scandinavia or you go to for me as a
South African I had such a sort of romantic interest in like the West the
American West the Cowboys you know I was like that's how you grow as a person you you you go and you introduce yourself to
someone who's living a totally different life to you and you say oh man tell me tell me what it is to get up in the
morning and be you you know that's it's it's it's it's it's such a it's such a
wonderful um joy to you know to to to be brave and and and say please I tell me
who you are I I want to know more because that'll that'll give me more to you know to My Life um yeah I absolutely
love it my favorite thing in the world is is is arriving at a place knowing no one pulling up at the gas station and saying
who can I talk to first you know who wants to chat first um and uh you know you'll get some side
eyes but you'll get some um you'll get some some takers I love it that's
awesome all right well we have one more to watch and then we we'll chat for chat for a little bit three minutes
afterwards yeah thank you all one more episode five minutes
I think this [Applause]
sounds all right ladies and gentlemen I think we're ready to get fired up with our auction this morning we appreciate
you coming back out toh support the South Eastern Utah Junior livestock show yet again this year um I believe we're
going to start out on the goats start count now who give ,000 who
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ear most things that I get get a firm belief about I have researched I have
received information from friends who research more than I do uh some people
just have their nose to the grindstone all the time researching what's going on they know everything that's said in
Washington uh like I said I'm a newshound I watch TV a lot and I read the news a lot so if I form a strong
conviction it's because I've read about it and I just feel in my heart this is
the way it should be well I I don't feel that I'm wrong that's that's where I I
mean we all feel that way like you feel you're not wrong about what you believe and I in the logical thing to me the
most conservative realistic thing to me is what I believe I feel is the truth I think
people don't pay enough attention to what's going on they're bad Lambs sheep
following the group paying attention to what's coming down the pike oh they said this okay we're going to do this because
it works such and such a percentage say it works okay it works but then you read
and you listen to someone who is not a news reporter is not a scientist who
tells you something entirely different from their own personal experience and
you know in your heart I get a feeling when something's true and when it isn't if somebody speaks the truth to me about
something important my hair stands on in that's my cue and it's always been that way so and that's not a religious thing
that's just a they're telling the truth or I'll get te and I just believe that
some of the things that people are experiencing they're talking about it in the back alleys they're not being heard
except by a few people who listen and then spread the word what about people who pass opinions about things that they
haven't done any research on yes like my grandma always told me
everyone has an opinion and they're all like they all stink that's what she always
said yeah people have opinions and they're going to make opin they make their opinion known trying to sway you
whether they know what they're talking about or not and most people don't know what they're talking about as far as I'm concerned people take their opinions and
they almost make that the truth and and it's a shock when they find out that
it's not true because they've made it they've put it on this pedestal almost I
think that opinions should just be carried around in a basket and not held on to for dear life so when you
come across differing opinions or or something or a fact that proves your
opinion wrong you can just swap it out of the basket and I think that's where one of the biggest problems come in
nobody's willing to swap their opinion basket out their opinions are law that is the truth and they'll say it's an
opinion but the way they act is this is true and nothing will differ from it no
matter where I get the news no matter where anyone else gets the news from
it's your choice to believe has nothing to do with anybody else but yourself I don't know if I ever
come to the truth I just come to what I think I can hang on to and
believe and if it's part truth part lies you got to hang on to
something all
right all right Ben so we have volunteers and interns connected to schools and organizations how might they
host a viewing and a conversation and a yeah thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to to connect directly with
this audience about this new work we're doing what we discovered was we were doing screenings and there was a real
sort of Interest from communities in taking some of the skills of the
documentary and and and imparting them to their communities um and so we set up
this new nonprofit production company called social cohesion lab uh please
follow us online we're trying to get started it's only 6 months old um and um
it's going to be using media to bridge divides if you're interested you can get in touch with me directly Beno cohesion
lab.org um I'd also really encourage you if you'd like to watch the 23 other
episodes um true false hot cold.com and you can sign up um just put your email
address in there and then you'll get them it'll be free online um over the course of uh several months um it would
just be a a real treat and I I got to just say one quick thing about how cool it is to be here with CCL uh you know
your as you me as as was mentioned in the um the bio uh I did I think six um
CCL conferences as the videographer recognize so many of you um and uh you
know just that that that process of seeing uh depolarization in action
nonpartisanship in action um obviously the climate connection is pivotal to this work as well um uh in 2019 I got
sent by CCL to film a bunch of interview with a diverse group of climate
activists who don't look the way we think climate activists might look around the country that was done by CCL
that was such a a leaping off point for me a gift for me and and I have to thank CCL for being such a supportive audience
in that way it's it's really special to now bring this new project to you
um so it's a real relationship we have have with you huh oh absolutely it's so special to be back at Omni come on I've
been coming to the shom for for years now it's lovely to be back um and and
and I should say you know I I on that note um I'll I'll hang out for a few minutes afterwards if anyone wants to
come say hi or anything um but uh yeah it's just great to be here and and I'd love people to please just the the the
best thing you could do would be to follow along and watch watch documentaries that are about that aren't
about people being bad and good but are about people being people um in all
their complicated messy ways like we all are so please please do follow along all
right good all right thank you so much ben thank you thank you very much
everyone all right we go that way
I'm going to welcome uh my co-worker Leslie Bey who is vice president of
communications and marketing so she's goingon to take the next panel all
right thank
you started so I can't see my slides uh hope everyone is doing
well okay so since April cers have had uh have
logged 32,000 conversations about climate change that's thousands of us in every
state of the country starting productive conversations about climate change and
that's not all we've also been talking on social media and our combined posts
have gotten more than 40,000 views and also thousands of comments and so we're also talking there in short we are on a
roll um the majority of Americans are concerned about climate change
comparatively few of us talk about it and there are a lot of reasons for that
namely one it's a bit of a downer to introduce uh and two it's potentially a
polarized conversation and so it's no wonder that we avoid talking about it
but what that means is that climate change seems less serious of a problem
than it really is um and the reason for that is that one of the ways that we as people understand something to be
important is when we hear people around us talking about it and so if we aren't talking about climate change it doesn't
seem that important uh as science mom and ccl's Advisory Board member
Katherine heho suggests the most important thing we can do about climate change is talk about it and so we are we
are breaking the silence on climate change together before I introduce our partners
from potental potential energy and science Ms I wanted to share a few insights from our month of climate
conversations uh our insights were compiled from the more than 500 pieces of feedback we received uh so thank you
to those of you who took the time uh to log your conversations and also tell us a little bit more about them um what we
have learned is that we are having climate conversations in a lot of different places um this was launched in
Earth month so it's not surprising that the most popular place to have a climate
conversation in April was at an Earth Day event but over 80% of our
conversations happened in places that were not at Earth Day events and that's great news for us as we head into the
summer months and continue talking about it 14% of of our conversations are
happening with chance encounters when we're out and about uh as this commenter helpfully suggests you could really have
a climate conversation with anyone who you're standing or sitting next to for more than a few minutes uh and so we
have seen cers having conversations with their seatmates on airplanes at their
yoga classes after class with fellow students and at the meat counter at the
supermarket so really any place you can can think of uh we have been having
conversations we've also learned 11% of our conversations happened while doing shared
activities and the most popular shared activity to have a climate conversation is while walking hiking or running with
someone else bonus points for the folks who shared that they brought their conversation partner to a beautiful
Vista and waited for that moment to introduce a climate conversation
uh the second most popular shared activity was uh before or after fellowship at church uh which is an
intentional community that is gathered to discuss things third most popular was while
driving together incidentally Al also proven to be a great location to talk to
your teenager uh some it's true sometimes you it's just easier to have a
conversation that might feel emotional or stressful when you're not looking at each other you're sitting side by side
and facing straight ahead and so we saw we got a lot of feedback that people were talking well in cars uh and then
finally April of course gave the opportunity to talk during the solar eclipse uh many of us were lucky to be
in the path of totality and use that moment uh to start a conversation about
uh protecting the planet so good job everyone we did not do this alone of
course we have built our climate conversations program on the guidance
from potential energy and science moms uh the messaging guidance is robust it
is actionable and we have received a lot of positive feedback about it and so that's why I'm happy to
welcome our speakers today Dr Sierra Peterson uh is from science mom she is
an earth and environmental science professor at the University of Michigan
see if I can get this right Sierra's work uses fossils to determine changes sea salt seashell fossils to determine
changes in ocean temperature that have been happening over millions of years um she is also literally a science mom to
two uh Elon straight joins us from potential energy he served in the state
department as a negotiator on the Paris agreements he has served in the National Security Council under the Obama
Administration um and has worked in the Biden Administration and he founded and ran the we are still in campaign uh welcome
Sierra and [Applause]
Elon hi everybody um we're going to talk about how to talk like a human today and
if me a former un negotiator and Sierra a scientist can talk like a human then I
think I think any anybody can do it really the thing you need show of hands who here is a who here is a
human that's not not 100% very diverse conference here um
okay so we're going to talk about how to talk like a human this is what uh our presentation is based on is that we have an Ever
growing body of research that we've been doing at potential energy it is hard to see the slides from here um we've run
hundreds of focus groups we've served ads which are a really good way of testing how people are reacting to different content um and we're
constantly doing polling randomized control trials focus groups other ways of just understanding where people are
um on their sort of Journey of understanding climate change and also climate Solutions um and what we've learned is
people aren't really connecting the dots here which isn't which isn't terribly surprising it it is there are some
pretty complicated dots to connect here right you've got there are things that humans are doing that's creating
pollution that's creating a blanket around the earth and that's leading to different climate changes and that those
climate changes can be solved and those climate changes can be solved by changing our it's pretty complicated so
I don't begrudge anybody doesn't understand it but the truth is that a lot of people lack what we call foundational knowledge the the most the
most amazing thing to me is always when we do a focus group we'll ask people just to get a sense of where they are which is what is one thing you do about
climate change or clean energy and half of people say I recycle um it's great that they recycle it has
almost nothing to do with what we're talking about but um uh so the truth is they lack sort of foundational knowledge
and that's because climate change has a Communications problem um and the communications problem as we all know creates also a political problem if PE
as we were just uh saying from Dr he's quote if people aren't talking about it if people don't really understand it
then it lacks kind of the political or public will that's necessary to solve the challenge so this is a big deal that it has a Communications problem and the
challenge is that what people are hearing on the science or on the Sol on the solutions doesn't really make sense
to them and also I don't begrudge people for this but um when you under when you
talk to people about greenhouse gases are causing anthropogenic climate change in fact you talk about it as a new era for the planet that's going on it's
reasonable to say okay so what am I going to do about that if you say we have to act now to stay under one and a
half degrees it's pretty natural to be like 1 and A2 de why are we freaking out about 1 and A2 deges and if you say
levels are rising people and then people dig into that you talk about it over 100 to 200 year time span again people don't
feel like it's relevant to them and then finally we must decarbonized to get to Net Zero by 2040 or 2050 people are just
like what what are you talking about what does that mean uh my boss John loves uh used to say uh nobody wakes up
in the morning thinking this is a great day for decarbonization not resonant so there's
a human solution and this is what we're going to talk about the principles of how to talk like a human we've come up with eight principles um that's that are
based on our research uh and based on the solutions that we found that allow a
uh a sort of a training in how to talk like a human being about climate change so the first is talk like a human um
we're all humans uh the second is don't exaggerate sometimes the alarmist stuff
um especially when it gets very alarmist can actually turn people off and uh it's related to the third principle which is
no partisanship so two and three kind of go together in a package of if people suspect that you have an agenda when
you're talking to them that you're trying to convince them of something or you're trying to win an argument then it reduces the trust of your message so the
same message can be delivered in a high trust way or a low trust way the exact same words and we're trying to make sure it's in a high trust way and relatedly
the fourth is keep it local the more local something is the less polarized it's going to feel the more relevant
it's going to feel fifth humans not Concepts talk about the impact on individual human six is fight pollution
not climate change we'll talk about about this but if something has a human cause then maybe it also has a human solution focus on today obviously not
100 200 years from now and then Messengers make the message um which is a great way to segue to Sierra one of
our best Messengers on this stuff so hi everybody I'm Sierra um I am a Scientist
first then I became a mom and now I'm entering into the world of climate
advocacy so I'm newer to this perhaps than many of you um so
first step is talk like a human this is just um natural right if the
conversation feels normal feels comfortable people are more receptive to the message if you start throwing a lot
of jargon it just turns people away nobody wants to feel stupid they don't want to hear a word and not really know
what it means um so just trying to use terms that are more uh easily accessible
so instead of saying things like decarbonization Greenhouse gases carbon footprint what somebody might not really
know what that means use words that are more familiar focusing on pollution overheating everybody's familiar with
pollution everybody's I think against pollution right nobody wants smog uh
around their neighborhood that's something that's really easy to relate to it's familiar it's not kind of uh
seemingly like beyond your understanding it's it's very it's very common place we
hear about that a lot uh number two don't exaggerate there's really no need to exaggerate
this is a big problem so just the simple facts are enough to be uh persuasive and
I my personal example about this is when I was in college I came home from college having taken one Earth Science
class and feeling super empowered to talk about it and I watched An Inconvenient Truth with my dad uh and he
kind of blew it off he said oh it's all just Showmanship it's good for the movie
they put these very picturesque polar bears in here to pull at your heartstrings but it's not that big of a
deal and he didn't trust the message because he felt like it was just
exaggerated for the sake of the show for the sake of the story um and it took a lot of convincing over the years and
that I've made my whole career on that now so I hope you believe it uh that um
he's definitely come around um but you don't need to use hyperbole
you can just be the rational source of information I'm not trying to you know overdo it here I'm not trying to say
crisis everybody Panic I'm just trying to tell you what's really going on uh rationally without that kind of feeling
of the angle right if you just State the facts that's enough um number three no
partisanship similar to that one you don't you want to build trust right you don't want want to be seen as having an
angle you don't want to be seen as trying to scare people or or you know hype unnecessarily so when you're
talking about climate change you can just again like staying with the simple
facts you can use framings that are not going to immediately close the door for
somebody so instead of using words that may be affiliated with a certain political movements like green or save
the planet which might um be offputting to certain recipients of that message
right off the bat talk about things we can all get on board with everybody wants to protect your community
everybody wants to still conserve the things that they love about their local area um Everybody Wants safe a safe
world to live in clean energy is kind of something that a lot of people can get on board with separate from the climate
um climate change element of it and one of my um favorite
ways to think about this is you know everything that we are advocating for that will be good for the planet for
climate change also has side benefits right so you may not even need to care about climate change to agree with me
that we should you know um for example in a community switch over to electric
buses they're less noisy they smell better you know that it's just nicer to be around a quiet electric bus than a
billowing you know smoggy uh School bus that's driving by
every day you can get on board with that without even realizing that it's also reducing
emissions and kind of leading straight out of that keeping it local focusing on
things that somebody will care about in their immediate vicinity in their immediate life as opposed to describing
this as a global problem if you talk about planetary change it feels like you
can't make any difference to something that's as big as that but if you and also you can't really feel the scale of
like one degree warming 1.5 degrees warming of the whole planet it's hard to feel a lot of my research actually
focuses on seasonal climate changes it's easier to feel like that winter wasn't that cold as opposed to this whole year
averaged out 02 degrees warmer than last year you can't feel that really so focusing on our state Our Town my
neighborhood something in my community is a lot more tangible and it builds that common ground that you can start a
conversation from go back to you a little bit good transitions mhm the fifth uh principle
here is humans not Concepts um the the one of the things that people experience
when they hear about climate change is it feels very theoretical it's about solving a planetary crisis but we can make this very human um human impacts
people like me are being affected one of the things that we've learned in the last year is that we now ask after every
ad we do or after every message we test we say either climate change affects people like me or clean energy clean
energy benefits people like me and the goal is to ground it in a very personal understanding of the issue because those
are the kitchen table issues and we found that when you test for that the most powerful emotional frame for any of
this is loss aversion the the concept that I something is at stake and I might lose it is where we where we generally
try to ground these conversations and that's across the political spectrum is humans have a very strong urge towards
loss aversion fight pollution not climate change um I this one took us a long time to
come to because we originally wanted to keep everything very positive um clean
energy has Solutions clean energy is good for everyone it'll create economic uh opportunity for everybody but the
truth is that our messages that are about holding polluters accountable test across the political Spectrum eight and
a half 10 times better than than our other messages and this is for one simple reason which I said before which
is that sometimes it feels like there is no solution to climate change but if you're able to say climate change has a
human cause it is caused by human pollution and therefore it also has a human solution it's very easy for people
to wrap their minds around that in a way that it's hard for them to wrap their minds around I'm solving the anthropocenic era of of the
planet um and the other thing I this also relates um to what Sierra was just saying which is that sometimes why these
messages don't feel like they work is that they end up getting coded in a very left or liberal way in a way that people
don't really uh foresee and so sometimes when you talk about holding poll polluters accountable you start using
words like justice or or you know environmental justice which is an extremely important principle but it
also has a way of coding that maybe this message isn't for me if you're on the other side of the political Spectrum but the truth is that across the political
Spectrum oil and gas companies are very unpopular and people want them held accountable not just for climate change
but also because people feel like during Co that the they were um profiteering
off of not only the pandemic but the war in Russia and Ukraine and I think there's lots of reasons why people want major corporations held accountable
climate change is just one of them focus on today this is this is a really important one because we're
talking about a longterm issue but it's really helpful for people to understand that we're focusing on today we have to
The Net Zero targets by 20 or 40 2050 those are really good policy goals they should be policy goals for the
government but as far as humans are concerned there are ways of framing this that make it a little bit more um a
little bit more understandable and again politician are in fact human beings and so even framing these things for
politicians in a human way can make it easier to understand and so rather than Net Zero Target by sometime this Century
if we reduce pollution 10% every year we can make a better world for our kids feels manageable feels right now feels
emotional and on that subject for one second which is a better world for our kids so we've tested tons and tons and
tons of different messages and we ran a global study 23 countries pulling 50,000
people in different messages and it turns out that almost everyone on Earth
cares about this issue for the same reason which is that they're worried about their kids in future
generations and that is a powerful thing it's also kind of an emotionally powerful thing which is that we do have
a lot in common as human beings we all care about future Generations we're sort of biologically coded to uh but the same
reason that brought you to this room is probably the same reason that somebody would bring somebody else to this room which is that they're worried about the
future they're worried about um kids we've expanded this um especially to if
you don't have kids then we've expanded this messaging to be basically solving climate change is protecting what you
love and that's the that's the heart of the message protect what you love that's the solution to climate change and when
we test that message against climate progress So Clean Energy Solutions are here they're benefiting people we'll get about a five time better result by
saying later is too late to protect what you love and lastly just as you heard from Sierra
Messengers make the message so PE the messagers are super important on this the by far most messages that people
hear about climate change are from politicians are coming out of Washington and that's a real problem because they're not the best Messengers for this
stuff it turns out the best Messengers are scientists Farmers doctors and firefighters and the worst Messengers
are politicians um people really do trust scientists I know there was a there was a feeling that during Co
especially that uh there's a low trust in Messengers on science on health but poll after poll
literally every poll we've ever run of who do you trust the most on this issue the answer is scientists people do want to understand the
science so now I'm going to turn it back to SAR oh wait let me wrap this up first so these are the eight principles there
was this I I went to law school and they always tell you uh tell them what you're going to tell them then tell them then
tell them what you told them so this is the this is the tell them what you told him F so the eight principles are talk
like a human um meet people where they are don't exaggerate keep it nonpartisan
which you you guys are experts in that's the basically the whole point of this you guys already know that one really well keep it local keep it personal talk
about humans not Concepts fight pollution because it's a human cause you could have a human solution focus on
right now and then Messengers make the message yeah so science moms is a
campaign within potential energy um that is taking The Trusted Messengers which
are climate scientists who are also moms and connecting them or helping them
spread the word and um to people that would be the most receptive to that which is other parents other moms um
specifically to try to increase support for climate action and this campaign is using all of
those eight principles and kind of putting them together uh for hopefully the greatest impact so a lot of the
content that's created by science moms starts with making that initial connection based on something we have in
common through an emotional kind of feelings based connection which is I care about my children you're a parent
you care about your children we have that in common and let's think about their future and that can be in a
positive way that can also be sharing your fears you know I'm worried about my kids's future you know I'm worried about
what the world's going to look like when they're graduating college or whatever like that and so there's
um videos social media posts things like that that use that kind of emotional base to get that conversation going to
open that door such as one by um science mom Dr Joel and Russell where she talks
it's as if she's speaking to her own children about this is why I work on climate science every day is because I'm
thinking about you and I'm thinking about your future the second step is also uh
science moms are science experts and so we do present facts we do kind of lay
out a little bit of the science behind global warming climate change but we're
trying to do it in a pretty simple way again talking like a human using words like pollution uh relating it to your
local uh events uh things that people experience every day like overheating
extreme weather um instead of intangible goals like 1.5 degre sea warming or
something like that um and kind of so after we've connected through that
emotional uh opening the door we now drop some facts and then we immediately
pivot to some solutions because we don't want anybody to be left feeling like okay you've convinced me this is
important but like it still feels like I don't even know what to do you got to immediately then give them something
they can do whether that's small or big and so we have this um to-do list you know as moms as parents we are very
familiar with to-do lists got a long one you know but uh let's just add something
on my to-do list otherwise I won't even it won't even make the list right so put it on your list so number one swap
that's things you can do in your immediate daily life you know change out your uh vehicle change out your uh
lawnmower to an electric lawn mower whatever your appliances in your home it's time to replace whatever you know
this is a good time to invest in an elect version um share is share facts share
your opinion share your knowledge with people in your community your neighbors your family whatever that may be speak
up about it and then the number three speak up is take that message to your
leaders which is you guys you know are very familiar with that to local leaders to national leaders to try to elevate
that message so it's different things that people can immediately do in their daily life many of them have a very low
bar just have a conversation you know um but it makes the feeling a little bit more like oh I can do something about
this as opposed to this problem is too big for me I can never make a difference um and so we've put all of
this talk like a human plan and um in a full report which you guys will have
access to um this is a great resource for you as you are going out to have
these conversations to kind of remind you this framework of how to enter that conversation what type of words to use
what framing to use um you can also go to the science mom's website to look at
the content that they have there this can be a way to open the door to a conversation with someone send them a video send them a link to the website
hey have you seen this what do you think about it or it can also be for you to refresh how to speak about it yourself
with somebody watch these videos get that kind of practice with a certain language or certain types of framing
that then can make conversations easier with other people of just speak like a human um kind of simple words simple
Concepts and and really be genuine from your own feelings share your own motivations for why you care about this
issue okay I think that's the last one and so now we'll switch to
[Applause]
Q&A all right so my mic on we've got about uh 15
minutes left um and so we'll be uh happy to take questions from Q&A flener do you
have questions ready I do have some questions um so
first we've gotten a couple questions about the best ways to actually start climate conversations what do you
recommend for the very beginning of getting into this
discussion I think I look for kind of a natural opening you know something
something in the news oh have you seen there you know wildfires happening in Canada and that's why our air is Smoky
today or um I also like to kind of uh use like gossip a little bit like uh oh
did you see our neighbor like has a new like lawn crew that's got electric things and now it's so quiet it's really
great don't you think you know like just some kind like talk it doesn't have to be about you even it can be oh I heard
somebody blah blah blah and and that can you can be gossiping together about somebody else and kind of work work it
in a little bit um I don't know no that's I like the
gosip idea I think also like we like we were saying in the presentation that it's surprisingly effective to just
start the conversation about children in a way so when in our focus groups not to answer your how to talk like a human in
a data way but uh in our focus groups we were having we were TR we having trouble
like connecting um with rural Americans and in a way that um that they weren't going
to uh they were sort of pretty inoculated against climate uh conversations because they were living
in an information environment that inoculated them against it but when we asked questions that were like um what
kind of community do you want your kids to grow up in uh but and then and then my favorite is we were having trouble in
particular with rural men and we started asking them what kind of father do you want to be and then connecting um how
the Legacy that they leave behind on the planet to to their Legacy as a
father yeah I I think uh what I've taken away from from reading all of the
feedback from April is that this this really might be the very hardest thing to figure out is how and when to get
started um it and it is contextual right it's based on the relationship that you
have with the person that you're talking to um and I think this is some place
where we as cers were having conversations with uh different people people uh in our lives around different
places in the country can really start you know sharing what's working for us because you know we just heard sometimes
you might want to start with uh quiet electric buses right uh and sometimes
you might go straight for what kind of parent do you want to be um and so we you know building sort of that that
Nuance uh is something that we can strive for together yeah it's absolutely true that
it this conversation starter would be different depending on who you're talking to right so there's no one answer to that question but the um
common answer can be think about what you and that person may have in common and try to start from a position of we
agree on something and now let me build from that instead of like I think I need
to convince you of this thing that you're going to fight me on um is like a combative start so start from something
you hav in common and that could be a common interest a common uh geographic location what you know think it could be
anything big or small right we also have a question
about the future Generations framing so you talked about how uh that framing is
so powerful but how do we use that framing effectively when we're talking to members of those future
Generations yeah sure I that it's um well the first thing I would say is that
the people on Earth that need to be convinced the least are members of the future generation and that's shown up
over and over and over again and uh so that's point one point two is that in talking to um like I said the the
protect what you love frame is really good for for lots of people and in fact sometimes we find that protect the
places you love has a really powerful message too and so one of our new ad campaigns is about um places that uh
that teenagers or or young adults went to on vacation growing up just don't really exist as vacation spots anymore
and their sort of grief over loss of that vacation spot or that memory that they had with their family um like I
said gets in that loss aversion frame and so I think protect what you love including the places that you love and the people that you love um is a good
way for to have that conversation the other thing if um one thing I noticed coming into this room is uh I'm many
people here are older than me um and you bring if you are older than me you bring
a longev ity of knowledge so those arguments about um this is not what it
used to be like are a lot more powerful coming from someone who's experienced what it used to be like if you're a
teenager your life experience is much shorter and so you may already care about your future but you may not
realize how much things have already changed and so one way you can um speak
to a younger generation is by giving that sense of it's already changed a lot and things are not what they used to be
what you think is normal is not normal for the climate for the weather whatever
and and that can add that sense of urgency of like it's already changing and I've seen it in my lifetime so
that's kind of a personal angle that you can take um
yeah hey that's a great segue into our next question uh which is about conveying urgency um so it seems like
it's a delicate balance to convey the urgency of the issue without being alarmist or completely freaking people
out um so can you speak to how to walk that line yeah I am I hate to panic I it's a
thing that actually push me away from talking about climate change and the
urgency of it in my professional life I am very familiar with how much
temperatures have changed and how unusual this is for planet Earth but it's been harder for me even to raise it
to a level of urgency in my day-to-day life and so the the framing that I like
to think about is just to have it as a thing you consider and so anytime it may
not be that today may not be the day that I'm going to do something huge but if I have this as just part of my belief
system and and kind of understanding of the world that when it comes time to replace my car or
replace an clients in my home or make a decision about something like that then it's a thing I'm going to factor in you
know go to The Ballot Box when that day comes it is part of my decision-making process and if it is factoring into
every one of my little decisions then that adds up to a big thing and if many people are factoring it into their
little decisions then that has a bigger impact and that can be it doesn't have
it's urgent without being a crisis on a minute-by-minute level yeah and and two thoughts building
off on that so one is said when people sort of feel alarmed or or go into
doomis usually it's a combination of the problem feels too big and the solutions feel too small and so I think also
grounding a conversation in that the solutions are happening here and there are solutions on the way and they're
they're manageable is an important part of solving the alarmism challenge um and I I think people are always pleasantly
surprised by some of the the market penetration stats of the amount of clean
energy that's being distributed so like that that now I mean starting four years ago in consistent every year since U
more money globally is being invested in clean energy and then dirty energy um that there is a transition underway is
actually comforting for people on the alarmism scale and and the second thing I would say is that I think sometimes we make a mistake of making it feel binary
like either we solved climate change or we didn't and the truth is that's not really the nature of the challenge that
it is a grading scale and and everything that people do really does make a difference for for the planet and and so
I think trying to keep it out of a binary also is helpful I I'll add to this I think on
the connecting with urgency scale I think we as
communicators can be disciplined and and read our audiences right so you know as simple
I'm concerned about the future I'm leaving for my kids um doesn't need to
be followed on with you know fears B through e right so uh you know being
disciplined ourselves to just to just kind of put it out there and see what we get back is there a connection there and
kind of feel it out um so it's it's it's okay to indicate concern without uh keep
you know making that bigger and that's something that we can do uh as
communicators the other thing is um like Elon was saying like changes are already being made that are positive more and
more investment in clean energy and um as as much as we this is a huge problem
we also know what the solution needs to be even though it will be difficult to
get there completely we know the path we need to go on which is more clean energy you know reducing emissions blah blah
blah like that it's not a mystery what we should do so there is a course to
chart um which can also be reassuring of like this is we have a direction we just
need to move in it it's not not wide open
we also have a couple questions asking for your advice on how to handle a
conversation that sort of takes a turn um so what if someone is responding with
misinformation that you know to be wrong or the conversation kind of sour in another way how would you uh advise
handling [Laughter]
that I think speaking from the heart um you know just saying you know I know
there's a lot of there's a lot of complexity to this issue but you know I
care about this because of this and you know it's it's important to me for this
reason just kind of being very genuine um as opposed to
being like I'm trying to convince you to agree with everything I say it's this is
what I this is the position position I'm coming from and maybe that person will see a little bit of something they can
agree with even if you don't you haven't convinced them on that one day something's rooted in their brain and
later they think about it and then I don't know people are very I have a
three-year-old who's going to turn four tomorrow and uh if you tell her you must do something she says no and she's very
good at being stubborn but literally what I do is if it's like we've got to leave now we've got to leave now no I'm
not going I'll say okay I'm going to close my eyes and you're going to do it and uh when I'm not looking at you so
she doesn't have to say like in front of me admit she was wrong and change course
she if I say I'm not looking and then oh look you did it great you know and so
it's like she's come to that conclusion on her own that we needed to leave now and look she did it on her own of her
own choice she didn't have to you know there's a lot of face saving people don't want to say to you you're right
how did I not see this for years right but you may be still convincing them
deep in their mind and then later that you're going to hear them telling their other neighbor did you know what I heard
blah blah blah that they heard from you but and they're going to think it's their own thing so even in that conversation it may feel like you did
not win but you might have planted a seed that they're going to later on uh start to claim was their own idea
[Applause]
um yeah the pre previews our next Communications guide how to talk to a toddler
is seems like it's useful in this I don't I don't have much to add I mean I think I think generally um people who
you know have misinformation in their heads don't think of it as as misinformation and and uh we so we we've
had people who were sort of conspiracy theorists in our F focus groups are that we've we've
interacted with and I would say that sometimes just there there is no there's no persuading them but I I really like
your suggestion of of plant a seed and and see how it grows one thing I would say is that in general people it seems
like nowadays people walk around with sort of two background beliefs in their head one is that they are mildly
concerned about climate change and the other is that they they people more and more think that energy transition is inevitable and that inevitability has
been cropping up a lot more and more recently of something that we need to manage and so I even in even in our
focus group where we had a a person who was a true climate denier they were they then on went to say that yeah oh yeah of
course we're going to transition to clean energy it was um it was they were holding you know sign of intelligence holding competing ideas in your head um
but but I think trying to build on those background things that generally people are agreeing I mean 80% of this country is agreeing with some amount of concern
about climate change climate change and some amount of understanding that this is an inevitable transition and if you
find that a person person that you're talking to doesn't seem receptive to the message of climate change just don't mention it and find a different angle
that they could be completely on board with oh yeah we want to bring clean energy jobs to our neighborhood we
should have more clean energy in our grid whatever we should have a less power outages we need to upgrade our
grid whatever something they might be fully on board with without even realizing that that also has climate
benefits I was going to ask that because we have received that feedback that there are communities where it really
just if you're trying to start a conversation about climate change is extremely difficult and so um I'm happy
to hear that you know it's energy they don't even know it's like eating your vegetables you've mixed them in you know
you don't you don't even know you're eating vegetables but you are it's going in the how to talk to a toddler guy you
know there's a book like everything I know I learned in kindergarten or something like that like that's uh
there's there's a lot of themes that that uh yeah trans there's a there's a thing called the
gateway hypothesis which is that um for the for the last decade or so the way that most people have gone on their
climate understanding journey is to First understand that there's a scientific consensus on climate change
and um the truth is that the information environment we exist in that it's really hard sometimes to penetrate with that
message and so now we're working on we're like really testing out in rural communi what I think of as sort of a
reverse Gateway hypothesis so the original Gateway hypothesis is there's a scientific consensus on climate change
it's caused by human activity there are solutions to climate change and they include things like transition and clean energy I think that it's possible
there's a reverse Gateway hypothesis with rural Americans and conservatives which is you start to show them the economic development that's being
created in in particular by the inflation reduction act which is showing up in people's communities all the time
that there are new manufacturing plants going up new um Renewables going up uh
new incentives for home transition that if they see that Economic Opportunity first that maybe it opens their mind for
that rest of the conversation which is did you it's addressing pollution the air is cleaner in this community like you were saying with the electric bus
example and that it's addressing these other things and I wonder if going exactly the opposite direction is maybe going to be
effective is potential energy researching that like are you are you tting yeah so we're doing a p we're
doing a couple of pilots in rural Michigan actually and in North Carolina and then in rural Pennsylvania where
we're um running these hyper local campaigns that have targets of like 3,000 to 10,000 person towns and the
reason is because so much of the funding for the inflation reduction act so much of the economic activity is happening in
these counties and we're seeing this phenomenon of the money is Flowing to these counties where the land is and where it's easy to build or easier to
build and that at the same time these communities are putting in place banss on uh renewable energy or even
manufacturing and so we're going into those communities trying to understand what people think and feel and what their sentiments are
um and how we might be able to shift those we would we would love to hear the results of that study when when they're
available all right well we'd love to squeeze in just one last question here in these last two minutes um knowing
that everyone in this room is heading to Capitol Hill tomorrow to talk to lawmakers about all of this what advice
would you have about communicating these uh these ideas to Congress yeah
lawmakers are people too is what I would say um [Laughter]
if you didn't if you didn't hear that um somebody said toddlers um that's true that maybe that guide is
going to be more important for the um they people too and I and I think they um and some of those conversation
starters we had are extremely useful with lawmakers as well of trying
to you know we there there's there's just different Pathways for this conversation and sometimes when you tap
into when you start with a partisan identity that the person you're talking to has where I have a partisan objective
or I have a a policy objective then they're tapping into that part of their identity that can be kind of
argumentative um but if you tap into another part of their identity so primarily useful is as parent um and if
you start the conversation there then you I think it's surprising at how differently the entire conversation will flow because that's the part of their
brain they're sitting in that's the part of the identity that they're thinking about or also the geographic area that
they're from like something local that matters that a local impact of climate change or a local issue that they could
um connect on yeah I think the other thing I think of talking to politicians
like you said they're the worst Messengers but that doesn't mean they can't improve um and if you go in and
speak in simple language with kind of clear messages again it may plant a seed that changes the way that they speak
about climate change going out and politicians speak to a lot of people so that could you know have multip multiply
the impact is if you equip them with the right talking points then it gives them
that's what they want is is a clearcut message that they can say to other people as
well wonderful well that's all we have time for so one round of applause
[Applause]
and please welcome to the stage Mindy [Applause]
Aller hi everybody all right I have a lot to tell you in 15 minutes and I know
I'm sitting between you and lunch so I will try not to talk too fast so that we fit it all in and I'm looking for my
clicker here for the slides which I don't see on the table thank
you so how many of you are going to be lobbying in person for the first time
tomorrow raise your hand yay are you
excited it's always fun
get the right slide
here slides there's the right
slide all
right all right now I've got the right slide okay I want to give you just some
some idea of what it takes um to create this to coordinate our lobby day so it
takes over 3,000 unique assignments to put 920 lobbyists into 536 potential
meetings um with over 400 dedicated volunteers that are scheduling all of these potential meetings and I then
coordinate with my 12 fellow regional directors who in turn coordinate with their state coordinators their group
leaders and their liaz as we fit everybody into these meetings with shifting times differing
availabilities um and varying numbers of people from each district as constituents sometimes too many
sometimes too few and we want to make sure that no one has too many meetings and that everyone has a really valuable
experience on uh on Lobby day so you can see it gets a little
complicated so by now I'm sure you all love your schedules um there are still some things
coming in and changes we know can have Domino effects so there are some meetings still getting scheduled um we
want to make sure that you stay in good communication with your lobby team leader so if you haven't heard from them
make sure you try a text message if you've only been working on emails and the other way around and if your lobby
team leader hasn't heard from you they are probably desperately trying to text you so so we want to make sure that
you've connected okay and if something happens to create a conflict in your schedule talk to the meeting leads in
the in both meetings that might be in Conflict to make sure they both know what it is that you're going to do
because your team is depending on you and is expecting you and you want to make sure that they that you're in
communication and no one's wondering what happened to you um and if you have still have questions about what to do
you can check with your Regional director um and we also have the lobby help desk out in the hallway lots of the
regional directors hang out there because it's an easy place to find us so you've probably looked in detail
at your schedule by now um but just in case I wanted to do a quick walk through
of everything that's on your schedule so you'll see um that that it may have if
you're looking at electronically you may have multiple pages so make sure you've scrolled down so you've seen all of them
um it shows the name of the member of Congress the state or District the time and the location of the meeting um and
also the type whether it is uh face Toof face directly with the member of Congress or a meeting with a staff
member it then shows the staff member's name sometimes there will be special
notes not very often and then it also has the liaison and appointment setter and along along with their contact
information and then in the table below are all the people that are assigned to that Lobby meeting um including the
indicator of who the meeting lead is and contact information for all your fellow
lobbyists and you'll notice that this one here happens to be a 2B determined that we used as an example um we've had
34 or so of those come in since the day we sent the schedules out so there have been a lot of changes um so check check
your phone or email if you are the team lead just uh if to see if we've gotten any information on this meeting there
are still some getting set today um as because some of the offices are the offices are open today so so we are
still getting messages on those you can always check with your Regional director too to see if we've heard anything about
that meeting and then there are some that are delivery only so everyone has three to four meetings some might be to
be determined some might be delivery ones so a delivery only usually just has
two people assigned to it sometimes more sometimes less um but if there's another
person listed you want to just connect with them and you do this at any time that that the two of you or the people
listed are available during the day tomorrow and you take just the two primary ask sheets we don't want to
confuse them with too much information so just one each one of each of the primary ask sheets and stop by the
office and you can let them know we have 437 other meetings happening today and
just because we couldn't schedule a meeting with your office we didn't want you to be left out something polite you're just talking to the person who's
at the desk um if they seem receptive you can go a little deeper into the conversation once in a while these might
turn into a mini Lobby meeting um but that's not our expectation our expectation is just to drop off
materials and be a friendly face of citizens climate Lobby uh on Lobby day so attire for Lobby day this is a
great picture of actual CCL volunteers um we dress in professional business
professional attire for Lobby day that means you know a suit and tie dress pants skirt professional top um sweater
jacket Blazer or dress um but what makes us different as CCL
lobbyists is that we dress like lobbyists um we don't wear our hats or slogans in our lobby meetings now you
got those great talk about climate um hats that we gave you at reception those are good for t for tabling those are
good for days with climate conversations they're even good for uh keeping the Sun out of your eyes as you walk between the
house and the Senate But be sure you take them off before we go before you go into the office for your lobby meeting
because that's just not the way the message that we want to send um when we walk into the
office so many of you have already taken advantage of the fact that we have these two clipboards out at the lobby help
desk if you have a meeting that is still looking for more people you can come WR that on the one clipboard if you are a
person that has had meetings scheduled or you came later and you didn't get as many Lobby meetings as you'd like you
can come out and and sign up on a clipboard and look at the meetings that are available especially if you are
available at 1 2 or 3:00 you're a valuable commodity because that's when the majority of our meetings are
scheduled and that's most of them that are still looking for people um for their
meetings so now let's talk about getting to the
hill um so we leave from the Woodley Park um Metro station so you'll walk up
24th Street out right out the front door of the hotel um you'll get on the red
line going towards Glenmont this is in your program on page 22 if you want a
map um and you will go six stops to Union Station so plan on at least half
an hour to get to the capital from here time I'll get to that in a minute
what time so now turn to page 23 in your program uh when you walk outside Union
Station you'll be able to see the capital Dome it's bright and shiny cuz they renovated it very recently um and
the other thing to note is to get your Metro card in advance you can purchase them at the kiosks at the Metro station
there also now is this lovely Smart Trip uh app that you can purchase your fair
on that you can also put your cards on that we have a couple of our local volunteers that have said they'll be
right out in the hallway after this talk if you'd like help getting the app on your phone they're willing to help you with it um plan on about $2.60 that you
need for each way during rush hour to get to Capitol Hill but purchasing and
having that fair knowing that you have it in advance is much better than getting it um tomorrow morning when
we're all heading to the capital so our group photo is at 8:00
a.m. so we want you all to be there on the capital steps on the Senate side um
we absolutely love this opportunity to get a big photo of everybody dressed in
their finest uh on Lobby day ready to go so plan to leave the hotel by 7:30 to
get to the capital on time for our photograph so we'll be gathering around 7:15 in the lobby I'm sure we will leave
in waves there's plenty of experienced volunteers that will help lead waves of folks to the metro station for those of
you who aren't familiar with how to get there um we will make sure that you won't get lost
now if you turn to page 23 in your program there's also uh a map of what it
looks like on Capitol Hill so when um when you walk when you're walking
between the house and the Senate side it's nice to give yourself 30 minutes there are times that you don't have that
much time um between meetings but that we have tried to give you 30 minutes to get between the sides once you're on one
side or the other the um the buildings are connected underneath by tunnels
um and I want there there's sometimes questions of what's allowed through security um there are you know basic
guidelines such as no aerosol containers no pointed objects no bags larger than a
small backpack uh and then all the obvious things like no razors no box cutters no replica guns no ammunition no
fireworks no knives of any size or any kind of weapons I think you need that you didn't need to know that um question
about food and beverages they are allowed in the House and Senate buildings through the security there's a few meetings that are at the capital
building the capital building has stricter restrictions and does not allow food or beverages through security so
that's an important thing to note if you have one of those if you happen to be leaving DC on Lobby day and you need a
place to store your luggage um you can leave it at the hotel or here um but
there is a baggage check for a fee at Union Station if that's helpful to anybody
and then there's also cafeterias and tunnels between buildings um on the house side and on the Senate side so for
example the Raburn the Longworth and the cannon buildings have a tunnel that
connects them underneath so you only have to go through security once if you're staying within the the three
buildings on the house side and that can save you time of not having to go through security again um the same is
true on the Senate side you have Dirks and Hart and Russell and those are connected by tunnel underneath um and
there are cafeterias on each side those are listed in your programs um it's a
good place to to meet other volunteers as you're getting ready for your lobby meetings to meet in the cafeterias do be
aware that staff members and members of Congress do eat in those cafeterias as well so be careful what you say that
someone might overhear you um and it also has sometimes turned into a chance to greet a member of Congress personally
who has walked in through the cafeteria um Jen and Ben will be in the durksen
Senate cafeteria in the morning so they'll be on the Senate side in the morning and they'll be in the Rayburn
cafeteria in the house in the afternoon so if you have questions for Jen and Ben that's where you'll be able to find them
during the day now finding the office um it's good
if the U meeting lead will double check that the office location listed on your schedules is correct the easiest way to
do that is just by going to their website um and if for some reason it's not listed on their website you can give
the office a call um now to look at the numbers on the usually the second digit
will tell you what floor you'll find except for when you are in the Rayborn and the Longworth building at that point
you would quickly start to notice that every room number in Rayburn starts with a two and every room number in Longworth
starts with a one so it's the second digit in the room number that tells you what floor
um so also they're used to visitors in DC so don't hesitate to ask someone uh
in the hallway that looks like a staffer as you're lost and wandering around they they they don't mind uh giving people
directions and I've also found that to be true when you're walking through the tunnels if you get lost at
all so let me mention just quickly about the primary and uh and secondary leave
behinds you have these in your folders so you got two of each of the primary supporting the the primary asks sheets
are in your folder and one of each of the secondary asks so when you think
about how many people are on your lobby team between you you should all have plenty of them for your meetings um if
by chance you've taken notes on yours or you still need one we have some extra copies uh out at the lobby help desk and
you can stop by there it's also really helpful to email the staff you're
meeting with to email a copy a digital copy of those before or uh you meet with them and I realized oh you don't
necessarily have their email address it's a formula so it's a formula that you can find on the house side it's just
first name. last name of the staff member at mail.house.gov um on the
Senate side it includes the Senator's last name so like say for a senator Smith it would be of the staffer first
name. last name smith. senate.gov so that's how you'll find their email
address um I also encourage you to wear your wear your name tags when you go to your lobby meetings staffers like to be
able to call us by name they like to remember our names and it really helps them if you have your name tags on it
also makes it easy to identify each other as we're walking around on Capitol Hill and you can give a friendly wave as
you walk by or a high five to your fellow CCL volunteers as you're walking through the hallways and of course Lobby day is all
about teamwork so you're there to help and support each other no one person
needs to be the expert you all have a role to play you all have something to add to the meetings that you're in and
things can change at the last minute so be prepared that it can change try and
keep yourself flexible your meeting leads will do their best to communicate with everyone if you're late coming to a
meeting do your best to try and communicate I'm on my way but I'm uh you know just running a little late um also
meeting leads be sure that you designate someone who will be in charge of the thank you note um so make sure that
you've purchased one or make one in advance you can pre-sign it so that you just add a little personal note after
the meeting and then turn around and walk right back into the office to deliver it to them uh don't seal an
envelope if it's in an envelope make sure that it stays unsealed um that's for security reasons that it's best if
you don't seal the
envelope and then I want to just mention meeting minutes um we recommend that you
take your notes on paper you have two copies of the meeting minutes form in
your folders you can write on that you can also write on a plane piece of paper um but you don't want to use a laptop or
computer when you're taking notes that tends to make staff a little nervous when you're doing that and it also
creates a physical barrier between you and them if you're having a conversation so write them on paper um the meeting
minutes form tells you all of the fields that you will find on the action tracker when you go to submit them so that's why
why we include that as a form you aren't going to turn that in so it doesn't matter to us if you take those notes on a plain piece of paper instead um we do
ask you to try and submit them within 24 hours that helps the keep things fresh
in your mind when you're typing them up and when you're typing them I suggest you type them into um word or some other
text editor on your computer that you can save on your computer and then copy and paste it into the action tracker um
because just in case something happens with your internet connection C you don't want to have to start all over and typing them so and that also gives you
backup copy if for some reason some glitch happens and we can't find them so meeting leads just make a note of who it
is that took your notes because you're the one we may come to if we can't find them um it's also helpful if you have
just a couple minutes with your team to go around the corner where the office can't hear you um and and just make sure
that your notetaker has everything that they need on uh on the meeting notes and I want to remind you also to
keep details confidential when you're talking about things after Lobby
day social media don't forget social media also on Lobby day not in the lobby meeting in particular but it can be a
great time if you've had permission to talk to your to take a picture with the staffer the member of Congress post that
on social media that's a lot of fun and as you're seeing each other walking around the capital um that's a great
great thing to post on social media as well and then at 7 p.m on Tuesday is our
lobby day reception right back here in this Ballroom it's a great way to just share the excitement of Lobby day um and
celebrate with each other I'm always inspired by the stories of firsttime lobbyists so all of you that raised your
hand that's a little hint of we'd love to hear some of your stories of what it was like on your first Lobby day and
we'll also be presenting the Franklin woo outstanding youth award at our
reception so with that have a great Lobby day everybody if you still have
questions you can ask your regional directors or stop by the table
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I think that one of the biggest things about being a CCL volunteer is having
that Community with you and interacting with people from all walks of life I get
to meet with folks that are from all over the country and we all working for the same goal it's good to see that you
know everybody that comes to the table whether you're in a political party or another or if you're you know member of
a minority or several minorities you work together and I think this is this is the most powerful thing about CC when
I first joined I was a little on the shy side you know I like to kind of analyze the environment see where I best fit in
so I attended the informational session and I found myself really drawn to the fact that there's different communities
within CCL I am part of several communities because I'm Hispanic I'm part of the diversity and inclusion uh
community and I also you know I'm part of my group the Central and Western Kentucky group I met a lot of a lot of
nice people through joining the action team shout out to the inclusion team for holding it down every single time and
for making those spaces and for making the organization better every single day
I've been in a lot of groups in the states that talk about inclusion and they talk a lot but they really don't do
anything about it and I think with CCL we really have seen uh in my case the
Hispanic Community have seen that that we have a place here my advice for others who are also
passionate and concerned about climate Justice is just get into it everybody I think needs to get involved with this
everybody has a voice and if you get involved you can you can make a difference find the space that works for
you find a space that makes you feel whole feel safe what have you the first step is taking the step taking a leap
and forming a community wherever uh you go there will be a community to support you uplift you and um Empower you
he
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oh there's a stopper panel all right looks like we are ready to get started but feel free to keep
trickling in so thanks so much for joining us this is the Farmville basics panel so we'll be talking all things
Farm Bill forestry a um ranching policy all of that good stuff of course we've
got two secondary asks that we'll touch on as well throughout this but I've got two really esteemed panelists here with
us who are going to talk to us a bit about the farm bill and their experience working on it and what's going on
currently in Congress so I'll I'll introduce both of them uh right here at the start so Maya Solomon to my left is
the American Forest Foundation senior director director of policy and advocacy before joining AF Maya worked for 15
years for the US Forest Service she oversaw a number of Grant programs acted
as the national budget coordinator and worked on M multiple Farm bills so is
going to be our our resident expert of someone who's been through this process before and can help Shepherd us through
um and at AF she oversees the organization's advocacy efforts to support conservation programs for family
forest owners so we'll get some good questions in there on forestry especially those of you in some
districts who have Forest lands and things like that I think it'll be really insightful and then furthest from me
Morgan brummond is the government Affairs director for the American conservation Coalition ACC who I'm sure
a bunch of you are familiar with and she leads acc's Congressional advocacy on
environmental and climate Solutions including their efforts on natural climate Solutions so she knows exactly
what we're going to get into on the Hill lobbying talking to our members of Congress how to resonate with them
before joining ACC Morgan worked for the Department of energy supporting their strategic planning and investments in
Energy Efficiency and renewable energy and prior to that she worked as an energy policy Analyst at the Idaho
governor's office of energy and mineral resources so please join me in welcoming our two esteemed panelists
all right so before we dive into the weeds because I know we're all so eager to learn about uh this incredibly
complicated Bill uh I would love to give each of you a chance to just do some opening remarks and and some background
yeah thank you so much for the wonderful introduction and since you all have heard about me personally I think I'll
spend my introduction time spending um talking about the American Forest Foundation just so that you can have a
little bit of level set of the organization that I represent the American Forest Foundation has been
existence for over 80 years and it's a flagship program is called the tree form
program where our family forest owners enter into a sustainable management uh
program that allows them to sell their products from off of their lands uh for
a um it's called SFI it's called accrediting Uh program so they uh
initially or essentially they're sell selling wood that is of a higher
caliber about three years ago uh the American Forest Foundation uh decided to
make a shift into the voluntary carbon markets and uh launch the family forest
carbon program one of the things that we saw is that while our uh family forest
owners were struggling to keep up with invasive species and uh maintaining biodiversity all because of all of the
climate shifts that they've been experiencing in their different geographical areas that we needed to
attack the climate change issue and so we made a a a conscious effort to make a
shift from we still focus on Wildfire initiative we still have biodiversity but at the Forefront of that priority is
how do we combat climate change through natural climate Solutions and nature-based solutions and so through
our partnership with the TNC as I mentioned we launched the FI fars carbon program we initially started in the
Appalachians Mountains now we are Appalachian areas rather now we have
expanded to over 11 states where we have land owners enrolled uh we aggregate the
small land owners into a project area um if you all are familiar with the voluntary carbon Market specifically for
Forest Products they um are forestry they tend to favor the larger uh Forest
oders that own thousands of acres and up so we are the only organization that's
aggregating small land owners from 10 acres above on up into viable voluntary
carbon markets we are in the work we are working with Vera and other quasi
government uh standard bodies to ensure that the projects that we produce are
truly adding additionality and truly are resolving uh our climate crisis so
that's a little bit of about American Forest foundation and happy to to address any questions when we get to the
Q&A period about the organization all right hopefully y'all
can hear me I'm miked up but it's moving um hi all wonderful to see you today um
ahead of your lobby day tomorrow so I'll also just use this time to kind of chat through ACC and our approach to the farm
bill in particular so if you're familiar which I'm sure a few of you are we've really enjoyed working with CCL
Advocates on the ground um across the country but ACC to summarize is the
largest right of Center Grassroots organization in the country who works to depoliticize The Climate conversation um
and bring diverse voices to the table really um so our farm bill advocacy has
really focused on climate smart Agriculture and conservation in particular so that's title two of the
farm bill which we'll get into in a moment um but our advocacy has really been a mixture of Grassroots work so
we've had a events on the ground where ACC members um young adult members 18 to
35 are um congregating on their college campuses and having conversations there
or they're touring um farms and and talking to the farming community directly or they're advocating via op
beds in their local newspapers um and then we've also had a mixture of congressional advocacy right so we've
done extensive lobbying um and we've published National based op EDS had
events in DC as well um AC C broadly focuses on Solutions versus policy so um
nature-based climate Solutions amongst quite a few others have been our main priority um and I'll actually I'll stop
there I think we can get into the overall Farm build conversation now perfect yeah that sounds good well
before uh we dive into where things are currently with the current farm bill um would love to take a step back for those
of us who are not uh experts on the farm bill or those like me who hate the farm bill um um maybe we go back to level and
just talk about you know the general concept what is the farm bill what's included why is it important why do
people like me hate it um why is it so difficult to get past that sort of thing if either of you want to want to comment
that'd be helpful sure sure I can start off so the farm bill is the one piece of
legislation that policy makers have to make critical decisions on agriculture
policy issues the F bill was created as part of the New Deal package in response
to the Great Depression um so we saw a lot of at that time not we I wasn't
alive but what was happening at that time was that agriculture producers were producing an over an abundance of food
and creating this this pricing crises for those who couldn't quite afford to purchase the food and so the farm bill
created these subsidies for Farmers to pay them actually to reduce production
so that they can then sell the food at a fair price to the American citizens and
so since then the farm bill has really focused on providing subsidies for
Farmers to be able to feed our country and over the years it has expanded from
an agriculture title to now include over 12 different titles around 1970 is when
the conservation title was added to one of those 12 titles and it was mostly
because they saw the production of Agriculture to start having impacts on saw erosion in
wetlands and so the farm bill was used as a tool to then Institute policies and
at Le and incentivize Farmers to do wetland protection as well as address
Sal and water erosion uh as a result of their agriculture uh
practices sadly enough but also good that around the '90s is when
forestry uh was added to the title so forestry is somewhat the new kid on the Block but it was also added in relation
to conservation practices because they saw farmers were not just focused on agriculture traditional agriculture
production but they also had a large amount of trees on their lands and so they needed to provide some type of
incentives for uh agriculture producers to then manage their Forest lands
sustainably in addition to their agriculture production and so that's when you saw the um the inclusion of
different uh CAU share programs for farmers and ranchers to uh manage their
Forest lands and in interesting enough is when the first climate change
legislation was introduced at the time um in 1990 was I believe the name of it
was let me make sure I'm getting that right it's a a global climate change prevention act so that was the first
time the federal government acknowledged that there was some type of climate change issue and they instituted this
act or implemented this act through the farm bill to start address climate
change so uh I think the most recent titles were energy and trade uh because
we also do trade a lot of our agriculture Productions was also added into the F bill in this particular
Administration is the first time that we have heard so much about climate mitigation and climate change uh I think
under the Obama the conversation kind of started with different um agencies creating climate change
offices to start addressing and understanding climate change and then the uh Trump Administration came in and
pulled back some of that and it's almost like the Biden Administration is now catching up for everything um that was
missed and so this farm bill is a really great opportunity to really address
climate change at a very impactful uh level since
1990 that was Fab abous um I this is my first farm bill for everybody's
awareness so if it's your first Farm Bill cheers to you um lots to learn so
as I mentioned ACC is really only plugged into title two of the a a dozen
titles um covering a variety of things I think a couple points of context as
you're going into meetings that are really important to hit home is this is a bill that has to happen every 5 years
however it did expire at the end of 2023 so we're on a one-year extension it's very possible that we have another
extension pass this year just kind of based on how things shake up but we can talk about that later um the the largest
um pot of money within the titles is within nutrition so comparatively
conservation and Forestry are much smaller dollar amounts um they did receive an influx from Ira which we'll
talk about as well um but just to kind of put into context a little bit more too the 2018 bill was over $400 billion
so it is a huge price tag um and I would say that's mostly concentrated under
nutrition where also a lot of the sort of like political tension has um Arisen from but you had a great explanation so
I don't really have anything to add other than that no I think that was so helpful um and I learned a lot already
um from from this um so I half joked earlier that I I hate the farm bill but I I did one when I was on the hill and
the reason I hated it is because it can be incredibly partisan yes uh and the process is just so taxing um as on staff
I'm sure members but this bill you know it touches every single District all across the country whether you're in a
district where you've got a lot of Foresters or or ranchers or or Farmers or an urban District where you've got a
lot of individuals who might be on Snap or Wick or some of the nutrition programs um it's going to impact
everyone's District so it's relevant to every single member and so every member really cares about it uh and there's a
lot of partisan you know bickering and fighting about the nuances of the bill
uh so that being said can we talk through kind of where it stands currently because it seems like we're in
one of those partisan kind of standstills you talked about the extension what's going on currently and and where do we see this kind of
heading take it yeah I'm happy to start um so if you're following this conversation you probably saw that a
couple weeks ago a farm bill did pass through the house a committee um it was
fairly partisan I will say that there were four Dems that did vote I believe four correctly if I'm wrong for that did
vote to pass that forward um but I would say that in terms of this still being
sort of a partisan conversation um obviously there is democratic control of the Senate and this Senate does have
some slightly different priorities across all titles not just conservation and Forestry and climate which we're
talking about today um but ultimately I think there's a lot of uncertainty on what comes next right if this even makes
it to the full house floor um or if it makes it to conference I think that's sort of up for deliberation um but we do
have a farm bill that was passed out of house a which is progress in itself so
um I'll let you add anything else if you no no that's good um so yes to that
house egg did pass a um a bill is my understanding that the house Democrats are in the process of uh developing a
response to that so that's going to be a little cat fighting happening there uh and then also um hearing that the Senate
Republicans will release their uh form Bill priorities which then will will be
able to see with staban who is the chair of the Senate ad committee and how it
matches up to Boseman so I think we um everything that Morgan has stated is
absolutely right I think we would all need a crystal ball right now to know if
we're going to see a farm bill at the end of um this uh Congress I do believe
that the chairman GT Thompson would really love to see one pass before the end of the Congress but I'm just not
certain that um either chamber will be able to resolve their differences in
time for that to actually happen yeah well I'm I'm going to try to
be a little more optimistic than you two maybe and and hope uh because we do have some momentum as you said with with the
house moving on their bill the Senate uh Democrats have introduced a framework at least U for their proposal so yeah what
we're hoping for is there's going to be some sort of agreement coming together on the farm bill and that's why we're advocating for our policy priorities
leading up to that so that way when there is an agreement our policies are in there um so diving into more climate
um policies what are some of the top things that are out there um either the
contentious things I'm thinking Ira funding um or specific priorities in the in the forestry title in the
conservation title that you think are relevant um from a climate perspective in the farm bill yeah I think on in both
Chambers the biggest challenge will be the IRA climate guard rails I know some people don't like calling them guard
rails but that's what everyone's calling them um as you'll see the I think the
Republicans actually came to some type of consensus by even including the IRA
dollars and keep maintaining them in the conservation and Forestry titles um there was talk initially about just
taking the money and putting it into nutrition and other titles but the fact that they did maintain those um IE
dollars in the programs that they were initially given to uh speaks volumes to
well not volumes but speaks to their ability to come to some type of
consensus um in the house they did reduce those guard rails so there are
still some guard rails in place um it is anticipated that the Senate Republicans
will remove or request or would like to see all of those climate guard rails removed um which will be quite a
deviation from what staban is uh looking to do because she wants to maintain all guard rails as included in the ira so I
think that is going to be the biggest hurdle the biggest fight and I think that is where your voices will come into
play on tomorrow as you're talking to the these offices really talking about
how those Ira dollars are really making an impact on the ground because I think hearing from you all helps them to make
better decisions around this very contentious issue the other thing uh in
terms of the the for issue title I think there's a good bit of agreement um in
terms of the other issues I think both Chambers really want to see things like the good neighbor Authority I think all
of them uh realized that there is a a nursery capacity issue and how to
address that um is is of mind there's several different bills including the
one um that you all have been pushing for the past U year or so uh in addition
to the ringer act uh that all address Nursery capacity that both Chambers seem
to have um a a a light for um so that's
kind of what I I see in terms of the conservation for your title yeah and just to I think provide
some additional background on the IRA dollars that we're talking about so um the inflation reduction Act of
2022 um appropriated about $1 19.5 billion to cont conservation the reason
I don't typically refer to them as climate guard rails is because when I talk to Republican Congressional offices
when you say guardrails they sort of see that as a barrier for Farmers getting the funding and in reality that's not
what these um program requirements is what I refer to them as are doing um they're just a little bit more specific
in what you can do with the funding but USDA is still getting that money out the door um in 2023 I believe 99% of the
funds um available for that year for these practices were allocated to Farmers so um not a barrier there um it
is a bit contentious however it is I want to just recognize that it is a big
win that that money um whatever is left of that money that hasn't been taken out the door already um is going to title to
conservation practices so these programs like equip and CSP some of them are working lands programs um and some of
them are retirement programs um but ultimately that money is preserved as of
right now which is a huge win but ACC of course would still like to see that climate language it's actually um we
typically try to refer to it just as a missions mitigation language because that's what the appropriating statute
actually describes it as um but yes that will absolutely be it's you know there when they marked up the bill in the
house there were actually um there was a proposed amendment to keep that language there ultimately it failed so it is
still a very um contentious point and I would say a pretty partisan Point as well yeah I would like to just add one
thing that is not necessarily a policy uh challenge that we are facing here particularly on the house side but we do
have a challenge with the fact that house members don't necessarily vote for Farm bills particularly those that are
outside of committee and there's a new a rather large new contingency of House
Representatives and so even tomorrow as you're meeting with offices stressing the importance of the farm bill and that
it really touches every single American and encouraging the Congressional members to actually pay attention and
vote on the farm bill when it does uh come time for that yeah I think that's really helpful to think about how how do
we frame this message so before um we get into a little bit more policy specifics just talking about
conservation and Forestry as a whole as we're going into these offices like you said Maya talking about the importance
of the whole farm bill but how are we messaging those specific titles or the importance of conservation programs the
importance of these forestry programs the importance of the climate um you know policies within the F how would we
message those maybe to specifically to Republican offices versus to a democratic office what are some things
you think might resonate yeah I think the bipartisan message that resonates with both Democrats and Republicans and
actually one of the reasons the for the forestry title was included in the farm bill is the fact that these our rural
economies depend upon these programs as we see Mills are closing across the
country that through these programs is literally the only resources and support our forest owners have um and they truly
do need as of right now the minimal our median income for a forest landowner is
$50,000 the cost of forest management has increased dramatically uh
particularly with this uh recession or or should I say inflation um that we've
been experiencing so our forest land owners we depend on the programs that
margan mentioned the equip the CSP the the um CRPS all of those programs
actually are funneled into our rural economies to help Boer those communities that are in critical need of those uh
that funding I don't know if my sleds will work but I wanted to I I have some data
just that oh there we go fabulous um so acc's approach to this has really been
to provide extensive data to these offices on on why these programs are so
popular and just show them how much their constituents especially in house a
um how much their constituents support the programs so these programs before
the influx of Ira funding were already intensely oversubscribed um let me see if I can
get there sorry there's some back over subscri so over subscribed just means
that there were there are consistently more applicants than there's actually
funding to give to them and so um you can see on the slide here that in spite
of that additional nearly $20 billion these programs are still intensely oversubscribed equip was funded could
fund just 26% of applicants and so while the conversation has sort of shifted
from preserving the dollars for conservation well there hasn't been a farm bill sign in to law so I would
still obviously hit home that point um and the conversation has shifted over to
keeping the climate program requirements I think it's still very important to note that farmers are highly supportive
of these programs across the board across the country that money is getting
out the door from USDA um so I would I would hit all of those points home tomorrow in your
meetings yeah and following up on that Morgan can you talk about I mean these these programs we think conservation we
think okay it's good for the environment it's good for conserving it's good for the climate but what is the benefit
actually to Farmers and how are we you know direct if you're talking to a member of Congress what do you say is the benefit directly to their Farmers or
Foresters who are their constituents there we go right here um
so I mean for example like you're getting funding to support some sort of
I would describe it more broadly as like a sustainable a practice and that's benefiting not only your natural
environment but it can also you know promote a sustainable sustainable land
long term as well um so if you're thinking about your the nutrients in your soil um certain practices can
support that you can also make sure that your runoff is not contaminating your water supply there's just a variety of
things here that of course they're benefiting the environment but they're also potentially creating higher yields
and the farming community of course is very passionate about making sure they're stewards of the land and that
their land is you know longterm and sustainable right like if it's a family farm they want to to be continued in the
family for a long time um these programs all provide funding to support that idea
would you like to add anything oh no okay I think that's great um and I think
you know like like one of you was saying earlier it does seem like there's been a shift um on the conversation on
conservation and on climate as it relates to the farm bill and a policy more more broadly that it seems like
both parties are embracing it more it's becoming more and more of a priority um
would you agree with that and and where do you think kind of some of the bigger opportunities might be in that space um
do you feel like both parties are really moving along on it and we're going to see Farm bills that are more reflective of those being top
priorities do you want me to go ahead yeah I would probably start by just
broadly acknowledging that chairman GT Thompson which is you know he represents
a very conservative district has not shied away from talking about climate
change which I I want to applaud him for that right like we can disagree perhaps on where this funding is most impactful
but the fact that he goes on record pretty consistently acknowledging that
farmers are critical to solving climate change um and our good stewards of the
environment our conservationists that is very impactful and I don't think we really saw that in past Farm bills and I
don't really think that we can shy away from that right like I think that that in itself should be considered a huge
accomplishment that the farming community and the a community more broadly is much more open to talking
about climate change and the impacts on farming than we ever have in my opinion
um I think of course like a the farm bill is a massive piece of legislation
right so you're still going to have disagreement in there but I think I just want to kind of applaud that fact and
make sure that in our conversations we're all acknowledging that but also saying let's not shy away from
continuing this conversation because it's made it a far more productive one um this Faro cycle yeah I wholeheartly
agree with that uh I think over the this Congress specifically uh we have seen uh
I guess the the Democrats and the Republican an actually coming together where it comes to their acknowledgement
of climate change I think in the last Congress it was the Democrats who were very much so uh climate change is real
Republicans really trying to question if it is real and so now we're all on the same play field it's real it's here and
we need to address it I think where there's still contention particularly
for the Republican side is how to address climate change um there are some of them who do not think that natural
climate Solutions and nature-based Solutions are the best pathway forward and therefore you see a lot of um
Investments being made in renewable energy which is really great because we definitely do have to to address that
space because that is the largest um contributor to our emissions and
greenhouse gas right but the natural climate Solutions is that bridge so it
takes a while for it's going to take us quite some years to really see the outcomes that we would like to see from
the renewable energy space for us to get immediate returns and immediate impacts in climate change there has to be
investments in the natural climate Solutions and so I think that that's where our our next political fight is is
the education of our members on what natural climate Solutions are real
legitimizing natural climate Solutions as a pathway to addressing our climate change is issues well I think that's a
great segue to diving a little bit more into our specific asks our our lobby day
asks and and thinking through um how how we're talking about these policies why
are they important so one of the bills will be lobbying on the seedlings for sustainable habitat restoration act um
you you mentioned a bit before the nursery issue the issue with making sure we've got enough seedlings coming online
so that we can reforest and we can deal with um wildfires and things like that Maya can you talk a little bit about the
importance of that bill but more more broadly that General funding um and the
priority of of things like seedlings nurseries and and Forestry policy more generally to addressment would love to
um so as I mentioned before the forest title um it I did mention that it's more
like in response to conservation and it provides the the support for our family forest owners from a private Forest land
space but it also does include a lot of legislation that deals with our federal lands and as we all know over the years
the intensity of wildfire has increased and so in this form Bill you're seeing
this uh legislation that really supports us being able to get a handle on our
Wildfire um issue so one of those issues is the lack of of Nursery capacity of
which the piece of legislation which I always forget the name the seedlings for sustainable habitat act um helps to
address that but it's not just our federal lands that are are experiencing
that Gap it's also our state forest lands it's our tribal lands it's also um
our private land owners who also need access to to Nursery capacity so one of the other acts the ringer act will be a
priority because it also gets at those lands that the um sustainable the
seedling for sustainable habitat act does not address but it also um directs
the forest service to create a full-time staff that really addresses Nursery
capacity at all levels federal state tribal and private Nursery capacity
um since I worked for the forest service the ringer staff has always worked as a collateral Duty and the ringer act will
now encourage well not encourage but actually enforce the the forest service
to ensure that that staff is now a full-time um Capa and puts that capacity
in addressing the nursery issue some other issues that is one that is priority to me is the rural Forest
markets act as I mentioned the American Forest Foundation uh we create the pathway for family forest owners to um
enter into the voluntary carbon Market as I mentioned uh in response to the previous con uh question is that
nature-based solution is that that immediate result and through the voluntary of carbon Market is how we
incentivize family forest owners who are extremely excited about being at the
Forefront of addressing climate change through their Forest management practices and so many of them want to
get in but it's a very expensive Market to enter and so the rural Forest markets act creates a um loan and bond guarantee
guarantee through USDA that will help to leverage private investments into these
rural economies by paying The Upfront fees or offsetting The Upfront fees for land owners to get into the voluntary
carbon Market space and so I think the forestry title will have a good bit of
that the incentivizing of land owners producers ranchers to actually make or
go the extra effort to do the climate mitigation work um Morgan put up this really great list of conservation
practices USDA has been working very hard at coming up with a a different set of practices that are called climate
smart practices and so you'll see in the farm bill a number of uh Provisions that
really well hopefully if we can keep those practices in place and we can get
some agreement I would hope to see should I say that there more support for those
climate mitigating practices but also into the research to support
understanding uh and really quantifying our greenhouse gas emissions and how to attack that also investment in into uh
mmrv which is the measuring monitoring um I always forget the r reporting thank
you verification uh part of uh these efforts
and so I think that that's as part of what I know we'll see and then what I hope we'll see once we get
some agreement around the IRA and a climate uh I can't stop saying guard rails I'm sorry okay guard
rails perfect and I I want to add to that to your points about about the seedlings Bill and and the forestry
policy I think it's it's really easy for us to think about it as you know if you've got forests in your District if
you've got forest in your community or the nurseries are in your in your community but we saw last summer we're
starting to see these Wildfire is just impacting everyone everywhere with the smoke you know drifting all across the
country um and and the impacts are just devastating on everyone so I think even though um you know you might not have
these specific nurseries in your District or forests in your District um you can certainly relate to the
importance of those policies and a forestry policy generally because of that indeed and I'll also add that
because of TR climate change those areas that have traditionally been burning they will still be burning but they're
now adding other areas and because uh California gets all of the news we
forget to or we don't take notice that Texas Burns every summer Florida burns every summer and so these wildfires are
popping up in new places um every single year and so just because it's not
happening in your place if in in your immediate area doesn't mean that it's
not moving in that direction great um and Morgan I don't
know if you want to dive into our other ass um thinking through the increased tsp um access act and generally you know
we're talking about technical service providers people middlemen who allow Farmers to access these conservation
programs what's the importance of that how do we message that to an office and and how can we resonate that message
absolutely so ACC was supportive of this legislation as well it is bipartisan
also I just wanted to add my makes me want to work in forestry um just because all the stuff she's doing is so cool but
I have some numbers that I wanted to just share with you all to speak to the importance of technical service
providers and I would honestly kind of compare this to when I was at doe we had
infrastructure law funding and Ira funding that came and it wasn't necessarily a surprise right but we
didn't have the staff capacity to necessarily get that money out the door um as quickly as we would have liked to
right Federal hiring takes a long time so I think that this bill in particular really supports Federal hiring
specifically at USDA um so a number that I pulled up is last year USDA projected
that in order to um implement the conservation funding they were going to need to hire between 3,000 and 4,000
employees over the next several years um so that's a h high high high volume of folks and so this doesn't necessarily um
make it so you're just hiring federal employees um technical service providers can be thirdparty practitioners that are
also supporting um with technical assistance for implementing these conservation practices um on Farmland
essentially so they're they're critical to implementing all of this additional funding that the IRA appropriated to
conservation and just overall increasing usda's bandwidth perfect um and we're going to
turn to audience questions in just a minute so hopefully there should have been some cards going around so feel free raise your hand if you need one um
but jot those questions down for us but I'll I'll kick it off with one uh last one and then hopefully we'll transition
to audience questions um as we're starting these conversations with with the members you know we've talked about
the conservation pieces the forestry pieces the nutrition pieces all of this what should we be looking for as we're
doing our lobby meeting preps to figure out what aspects of the farm bill are relevant to this member how do you start
those conversations especially I'm thinking members who aren't you know from a super rural district and you can
easily talk about Farms where how do you start those conversations and and where do we kind to figure out what's a good
opening point that is a really great question and the best way to start the conversation is just asking so asking
the staff for what's important to your member what's important about nutrition to your member um they may not have
Forest they may not have a a highly popul a high population of Agriculture but there's not any member that
represents any constituent C base that does not include n folks that
participate in nutrition program and if that's where you have to start then that's where you start because
nutrition programs are funded by what are fueled are provide the food is provided for those nutrition programs by
who our farmers and our ranchers and so that's the way that you make the connection so if they only are familiar
with SNAP participants our food banks in their area it's our Farmers that provide
the food for those food banks it's our Farmers that provide the food to the grocery stores that their snap
recipients qualify for it's our Farmers that provide and ranchers that provide
the the milk that qualifies under the under the wick it's also our Farmers
that provide the food to the school nutrition programs to feed the children that are armed are free that are on free
and reduced lunch and so you kind of just start off asking the staffer exactly what is the constituent Pace
what's important to that member and any I mean agriculture touches every single one of our homes because we eat every
day we have to eat to live and so I think just focusing on that basic need and looping it back to your priorities
is one way to start that conversation and I don't have that was such a great answer I don't have much to
add um I mean I would also I would recommend since you likely know who you're meeting with just doing your homework in terms of like what their
District looks like if they've been um the sponsor of any bills that have actually like gone through um in the
past version in the house for example um but ultimately I would recognize that the far F Bill touches everybody in this
country and I would also recognize that this is always a really complicated
piece of legislation because there are truly so many varying interests obviously it's all food and a and now
conservation and Forestry and climate um but realistically there are so many
different aspects and everybody I think is doing their best to balance those out right but this has a huge dollar amount
associated with it so it can obviously be I've obviously had conversations that have been somewhat frustrating in terms
of the conservation funding is quite a bit smaller than anything else but I
have to recognize that that's a piece that some folks see as being more beneficial elsewhere right so your job I
think is to hit home that these programs are extremely important this funding is extremely important and it is very
impactful to the long long-term sustainability of farming in America as well and kind of making the case there
but recognizing that there are so many competing interests is very important awesome all right well I think we can
kick it over to some audience questions if we've got some in the back yes yes we do have some questions back here let's
see um can you discuss any impacts of the farm bill on Urban
forests yes I can um so in this uh Farm Bill uh both
both the House and Senate versions will include $80 million for the a the urban
and Community forestry program and also Implement that program as a standalone
office currently the urban and Community Forest program sits under the Cooperative forestry programs at the
forest service and it's actually just one of the programs in a larger Suite of forest landowner support programs so
this year um or this year this forign bill uh will actually create this as a
standalone and put $80 million which is quite a a an increase in authorization
previously the program was authorized at 40 million so it almost doubles its authority over the next form bill um it
also increases and puts an emphasis on Urban research to really understand how
climate change is impacting our Urban hubs um and I do believe there's one and
if for I probably shouldn't mention this because I'm not quite sure but I do believe there's a a piece of legislation
that is going to provide support for smaller Forest land owners in urban
areas entering into markets such as voluntary carbon
markets and then um we have a couple questions about technical service providers can you say a little bit more
about what they are exactly and what do they do exactly yeah I can um um kick that off
for us so yeah technical service providers tsps are a essentially a a
individual who is trained and certified in conserv the conservation programs and
the conservation title so they're trained in all the different sort of Grants policies programs that farmers
ranchers and Foresters can't have access to with that certification and that knowledge what they do is they work with
individual Farmers ranchers and Foresters to help them access those programs so as you can imagine I'm sure
there's a lot of farmers Foresters and ranchers who you know it's it's not uh in their experience nor is it in their
probably daily uh time allotment to search through all these different USDA programs and figure out which ones they
qualify for which ones might benefit their operations so these tsps help them
have access to those programs and make sure that they're allowed to get the get the funding help them apply for it help
them figure out which ones are beneficial to their specific operations um and I'll I'll
note larger operations so if you think of big you know corporate farming
operations they typically have someone inhouse who's able to get them access to these programs they hire someone who's
familiar who's read all of the different you know federal laws who knows the last Farmville in and out and they give them
access so tsps are really critical for small and middle size ized Farms who
don't have the money to hire someone in house to do that and they use these tsps
to get them access to this critical funding that's not only Obviously good for the climate good for conservation
but it's ultimately good for their own operations I don't know if you want to and I can actually share a real life
story we just had one of our forest owners who participated in one of our lobbying days to share how a tsp help
them to reduce the time that they spent looking in researching usdaa programs
and not only just looking and researching but actually applying for these programs can be extremely difficult to navigate there's a lot of
nuances there's a lot of paperwork so this uh land owner started on the
Journey of just applying for the farm and track number if any farmer Rancher
Forest landowner p participates in any USDA program they must first have a farm and track number um placed are attached
to their lands the tsp handw walked this landowner who is a firsttime land owner
they just purchased uh a 15 acre Forest lot in Upstate New York um they coming
from Corporate America they really have no idea what to do with this it was literally the tsp that helped them to
navigate all of these systems and reduced their um I think initially
before meeting the tsp they had spent like six seven months just trying to get a farm and track number as soon as he
met the tsp that time was reduced to like four weeks and then from there um
just the tsp started to look at their land sending them different programs
that they can qualify and not just what they qualify but they help them to
legally stack the different programs to meet their personal goals that is the
role of a tsp and right now there's a shortage of those because it took this
land owner almost six to seven months to get in with this tsp just imagine as
margan mentioned with the IRA funds there's such an influx of new land owners because the IRA funds one of the
goals is to bring New Forest owners new producers into the USDA system so those
those landowners too don't have the farming track number those landowners also don't understand the USDA programs
and how to navigate that and so needing additional tsps to navigate the systems
it's essential there are some land owners who would never access the USDA system without these
individuals and I would just add if you're bored in your hotel room tonight um you can go on the USDA um nrcs is
actually the entity that's implementing most of these conservation funds but you can really see the process um on their
website and you can kind of I think gaze at this through the lens of someone who was actually applying for the funds
which I did early on when I started talking about these programs and I think it's quite helpful to bring some context
into like just the importance of someone being a technical expert and supporting
the implementation of the dollars thank you Morgan this question
is for you um is the ACC working with the Farm Bureau to build support for sustainable agriculture this question
comes from someone in North Carolina who notices that the local uh Farm be are
skeptical of sustainable agriculture so ACC I think the question
was has ACC worked with the Farm Bureau is that correct yeah okay um we actually did a
lunch and learn with the Farm Bureau on the hill um the farm bill or excuse me
the Farm Bureau is um I think takes less of an advocacy stance on a lot of these
issues at the federal level however is extremely supportive of the conservation
program programs because they're definitely advocates for the farming Community which benefits heavily from
conservation programs that have been housed at USDA for years um so we have
worked with the Farm Bureau primarily I primarily work at the federal level so the American Farm Bureau federation's DC
team um is who we did a joint lunch and learn with on the hill where we actually went in to talk to Hill staffers um The
Farm Bureau is obviously has a lot more technical expertise and can can speak to the practices
firsthand um and how they benefit Farmers firsthand because they have those real life stories um but we did a
lunch and learn with Congressional staff to speak to specifically the conservation programs at USDA so we're
working with them primarily at the federal level of course sometimes on the ground here and there as well I'll just
add on the on the Farm Bureau piece um I agree with you when I was on the hill the the national Farm Bureau definitely
has some policy positions but the states vary widely in their individual Farm Bureau positions so if you do have a
member who represents a pretty rural or agricultural District that's a great
group to talk to and and try to build that that relationship with your State Farm Bureau if there's local um
individuals because you'll get some good Insight on what local farmers are really prioritizing talking to that either
State group or some of the local members um and then having that connection can help you as you go into your members
office I'm talking in future years if you have an a member you know being able to have that connection with that state
chapter of the Farm Bureau can be can be super helpful and having more to talk about and more to relate on um and
obviously more prepared on what the memb is going to be hearing about thank you um can any of you speak
to what percentage of our food supply is at risk due to climate
change not specifically [Laughter] yeah we did not get a a nutrition uh or
food supply expert on this panel so yeah I don't I don't think we have a clear answer on that one all right we could
maybe Google it right um which uh Farm organizations are
advocating for the tsp access act yeah there's um there's a good list
online I don't have it in front of me um but we've got our our one pager which lists it um and then the offices who
have put the bill out there also have their own one pagers so feel free to um do a quick Google search of the bill and
that should pull up the one pager from the Congressional offices who have introduced it and that will list the different Farm organizations the
national organizations I'll say if you're interested in your specific State you could always do a Google of the bill
with your state name um because I know some State chapters of different Farm organizations have also endorsed they
might not be listed on those National letters of support um that you would find but but a Google search should pull
some of those up thank you uh is there significant funding um
needed to hire the the tsps that we need and is that at all
problematic yeah so there definitely was an increase um in the in the last farm bill and we've seen some additional
increases along the way but that is a piece of this as well is we do need more funding for tsps um right now the the
higher priority is that we need more people there's funding coming because of
those recent bills that have passed the last Farm bill um but we need the policy in place in the process to get those
tsps certified so that's why the increased tsp um access Act is dealing
with the certification process of these tsps obviously the government government needs money for these tsps we need
people to want to be certified but there's not enough certifiers of these
tsps um so the increased tsp access Act deals with that certification process
and makes sure that the federal government comes up with streamlined certification process of thirdparty
providers they call them um so making sure that it doesn't have to be a federal employee who can do this sort of
um certification uh so yeah funding is definitely one piece of it but a smaller piece because we've seen the funding
increase along the way so now the bigger problem is making sure people are in the pipeline and then making sure that
pipeline is really streamlined and quick to get them through and get them certified and Jen wasn't the this
included in the house version yeah yeah absolutely it was bipartisan yeah yes
yeah yeah so the increase tsp access act has been included in the house Republican um farm bill that passed out
of committee and was supported on a bipartisan basis so um I think enlarge credit to a lot of work you guys did in
November lobbying on it we got a good co-sponsor list on this bill already and it's already moved some uh we definitely
need to get a few more co-sponsors on it so that we can keep it at the top of the list is especially should the Senate
introduce their bill we want to make sure we get it included there as well is there anything in the farm bill
that supports aquatic forests um such as M Groves and kelp forests for Coastal
States I can't say uh I have not quite
been tracking that I do um yeah I I'll be safe it's
yeah and leave it there yeah I do know there are some pots of of funding um I think they're they're small and few and
far between um because there are separate bills larger bills um that are
specifically devoted to that but there are some streams of funding that can can go to it it's not um going to
individuals the same way the conservation title goes to individuals but more um funding that some states get
through these larger pots um that allow them to take care of their their mangroves and and things like that uh
it's definitely not a big portion of the bill though but if your members is particularly concerned about that or
that's a big thing in your District it could be worth a little bit of digging to pull that out
there is there anything in the farm build that helps to subsidize fresh vegetables for example so that you could
buy potatoes less expensively than potato
chips well I think there's a number of nutrition programs I I'll talk about going back to my farm bill days GH um
there's a bunch of nutrition programs to support G increasing access to Fresh
Produce um there's a lot of nutrition programs that operate on a local level so thinking of things you know generally
farm to table but Farm to Food Bank um so programs that allow Farmers to be
compensated for their produce at a higher rate than they might if they just bulk sold it to you know a corporation
or something so they're compensated at a higher rate to sell that to um local food banks local pantries
local you know food organizations that need that food um so there are definitely programs within the bill
those are all pretty much all I think in the nutrition title um and those monies
would flow to Farmers um to make sure that their food is ending up in these
nutrition programs and nutrition programs are not buying from large operations but instead can get their
food more locally um hopefully avoiding some of that process we have time for just one last
question and then any final thoughts a high school student is wondering besides lobbying what else can I do to help pass
the farm bill right off bed um I would say first of all advocacy
starts from the ground up so you even if you're lobbying your members of Congress
which I'm so happy you're all here that's fabulous you should do that um your local elected officials also car
care deeply about the farm bill passing too and sometimes there's there strength the numbers right so ACC is a Grassroots
organization we've done a lot of work in communities through riding op beds organizing events talking to local
elected officials um and they can also carry that message all the way to the top right so you're in DC your state ad
commissioner also comes to DC and talks about the importance of the farm bill um so pres presenting a unified front and I
think making the the conversation very locally driven as well is critical y i
double emphasize that uh most of the Congressional offices do not take my word on whether or not to support the
bill they take the word of local organizations so writing your local organizations and telling them the
importance and having conversations with your federal Representatives is I mean
critically important because that that's literally the reason why why they endorse these bills is because their
local constituents are telling them the impact that it will have on them perfect thank you can we get a warm
Round of Applause for our panel
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I think that one of the biggest things about being a CCL volunteer is having
that Community with you and interacting with people from all walks of life I get
to meet with folks that are from all over the country and we all working for the same goal it's good to see that you
know everybody that comes to the table whether you're in a political party or another or if you're you know member of
a minority or several minorities you work together and I think this is this is the most powerful thing C when I
first joined I was a little on the shy side you know I like to kind of analyze the environment see where I best fit in
so I attended the informational session and I found myself really drawn to the fact that there's different communities
within CCL I am part of several communities because I'm Hispanic I'm part of the diversity and inclusion uh
community and I also you know I'm part of my group the Central and Western Kentucky group I met a lot of a lot of
nice people through joining the action team shout out to the inclusion team for holding it down every single time and
for making those spaces and for making the organization better every single day
I've been in a lot of groups in the states that talk about inclusion and they talk a lot but they really don't do
anything about it and I think with CCL we really have seen uh in my case the
Hispanic Community have seen that that we have a place here my advice for others who are also
passionate and concerned about climate Justice is just get into it everybody I think needs to get involved with this
everybody has a voice and if you get involved you can you can make a difference find a space that works for
you find a space that makes you feel whole feel safe what have you the first step is taking the step taking a leap
and forming a community wherever uh you go there will be a community to support you uplift you and um Empower you
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right in in this time yeah this is us yeah
welcome thank you for joining us this afternoon as we continue to explore a go
into more depth around Perman reform one of our primary asks this Lobby day we have a really excellent panel with a lot
of different perspectives on why permanent reform is important and different perspectives on the details
and what's needed in a package and uh I think this will be uh a real a real look
at some of the things we might not have gotten to last night uh when we were talking about permanent reform but let me first just introduce our panel we
have arev data director of infrastructure policy at The Institute for Progress uh uh CCL alumni Kyle kin who's
now policy director for green forall and dream.org uh David paa marketing
communications director for um the International Brotherhood of electric Workers Local 26 is that right and Cory
short director of government Affairs at the scannning center and of course I'm been pinr C sales vice president of
government Affairs and we can get started but this is a great a lot of information on this panel and and we've
actually been in the trenches with some of these guys for a while I mean Cory and I have been in the trenches for like what six or seven years on a lot of
stuff um but let's just start off if you guys could just give a brief overview of your orgs and kind of like what you
bring to this conversation let's start we'll start at the end um hi everyone yeah thanks for
having me and thanks for hosting this um this great event so the institute for progress is a a DC based think tank that
is um committed to advancing scientific technological and Industrial progress
and a big portion of the work that um we've been doing particularly on uh our infrastructure team is oriented around
permitting reform and how we can accelerate um the clean energy buildout and what are the barriers to it um we've
done some work um specifically on permitting reform and the barriers as it
relates to the judicial system and the role that the judicial system plays in kind of stopping clean energy projects
from getting built we've done some work about uh the regulatory mismatch I guess
you could say between um fossil fuels and versus clean energy um and we did a
big series um on geothermal energy and what it would take to advance and accelerate Next Generation geothermal
technology so um yeah looking forward to the discussion great Kyle thanks for
having me uh it's great to be back here with CCL and with cers um uh thank you um dream.org is a uh
nonpartisan advocacy nonprofit uh we're focused on uh closing prison doors and
opening the doors of opportunity in the green economy for all um what that looks like in our day-to-day work is really
focusing on ensuring that benefits from laws like the infrastructure law the IR are flowing to the communities that need
them most and that were intended to receive them um and so you know we feel that a big component of that uh is
definitely permitting reform a lot of those benefits can't be realized uh without permitting reform and I'll discuss that a little bit more later but
uh thanks for having me Corey schro uh nanan Center so the nanan center is a
relatively young think tank we have a series of departments a w a wide array of departments uh of course highlighted
by our climate Department which is why we're here talking about permanent reform but we also have an immigration
component uh State capacity component uh criminal justice component and several
others uh but looking forward to the conversation hi I'm David paa I'm
representing the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 26 we have about thank
you we have about 13,000 uh members electricians in the
DMB so that is five counties in Maryland the District of colia and 44 counties in
Virginia uh why is this important to us well electricians are the folks uh who install and
Implement our new green economy right so when we're talking about electrical
vehicle charging infrastructure whether we're talking about utility scale uh solar Farms whether we're talking about
decarbonization electrification offshore wind all of those things it's our members who actually go in and and build
these um build these programs and it's our you know training programs and apprenticeships that help folks get
ready um for for all of that work so this is incredibly important for us we've been advocating at a local and
state level uh to make sure that as many of these projects go forward as possible and I'm excited to to share my
experiences on the ground in the trenches trying to get these things approved well that's great I really
appreciate that and David you kind of set up the next question like why why program reform is important to you guys'
organization and why you kind of zeroed in on that being a policy you wanted to work on I think you just answered it for
yourself so we can like go back down the line and you guys can give your quick take of why your org is just zeroed in
on this being a problem uh yes so ncan Center we're we're a market based
Solutions uh organization we see permitting as a uh roadblock to actually opening up an
efficient and effective electricity Market um we see uh clean energy as the
main beneficiary of any kind of Permitting reform regardless of what the what the focus is we we we see uh the
expansive investment and push towards Renewables as a clear winner in any kind of Permitting reform
scenario yeah um you know for dream as I mentioned earlier like we try to focus on communities and so for communities
that are overburdened with pollution and in need of investment um you know these projects these clean energy projects
can't come soon enough in order to actually realize those benefits and you know our perspective is that Congress
needs to take action um because in communities where pollution is causing
harm that harm is continuing as long as we are you know uh unable to build the
clean energy infrastructure to to reduce that pollution and projects are taking too long and you know time and Clarity
of process are are really uh needed and essential um I guess I'll keep it s
simple energy is really good um it makes our lives a lot better in a lot of ways
it makes our standards of living better um you know I think as a as an advocacy organization we've been really compelled
by um you know this concept in friend of M Derrick Thompson is written about uh called the abundance agenda but the idea
that you know we can have a better future a more abundant future of good things for everyone and so I think if
we're going to have an abundant future um we need to have a lot more energy build out and right now permitting is a
major barrier to that it's a major barrier to doing it more clean as well um and I would also add as a as an
organization committed to Scientific and technological progress a lot of scientific innovation um and
commercialization relies on very um large amounts of energy and so if you take something like um the AI uh
buildout which is you know reliant on data centers that consume enormous amounts of energy um and electricity and
require enormous amounts of energy to cool if you don't have a reliable grid
of you know clean firm energy that can be constantly producing that you're not going to be able to lead um the AI uh
Innovation um race and so that's something you know as Americans we feel are I'm actually not American I'm
Canadian but um you know nonetheless uh um in about nine months I'll be America
but uh uh we'll have that U you know we we want to lead that so I think that's really important don't worry we have
some [Laughter] Canadian um those those are great
explanations and one thing we didn't really get into details is some of the the components that we need and I know
coryan just did some great work on transmission and some of the the barriers specifically to transmission
and linear linear infrastructure generally you want to tell us a little bit about what you guys found when you did that study yeah we did a study
looking at uh transmission lines being built from
and these are large scale uh high-capacity Merchant lines not your uh
in your neighborhood power lines that are going around the block these are these are uh multi-state sometimes
single state but still pretty big uh capacity lines from 2010 to 2020 and
what roadblocks they faced along the way and one of the Striking pieces that we found was that uh it it took at least 7
years to get any of these projects through the process process and even start breaking ground um with the scale
of the buildout that's expected in in the transmission space that or expected to be needed uh I think the estimates
are somewhere between three and four times the amount that we currently have uh that timeline is absolutely
unacceptable um we found uh a few instances where you can shrink some of those timelines down to 3 to four years
of doing um concurrent so if you if you have multiple agencies that have to look
at uh look at an e or a Neer viiew um collapsing that into uh running them
concurrently doing some of the processes at the same time gets you a little bit of the way there but I think there's a a
bigger conversation needed around some of the uh the NEPA conversation which I think Arnav is going to get into that
would really help unlock some of those shorter timelines I think that's a good point we
can throw it over our to talk about some of the judicial riew issues because we know you know that's a big component but
we haven't discussed it in depth here that much so I'm really curious to hear your take and what what's needed yeah I
think um you know a lot of the conversation around permitting reform um
you know not necess wrongfully focuses on this frontend aspect of it which is
actually getting the permit you know approved and in the door but there's this whole back end of it um that
happens in our Judicial System something that we we call the litigation Doom Loop which is essentially this cycle of
review lawsuit new review new lawsuit that you know holds up and creates a lot
of these major delays and you know the NEPA the National Environmental Policy Act was a law passed in the 70s um you
know and and it was a good law at the time it was something that you know there's very good reasons why it why we
passed that in the 70s we had problems with acid rain and all these different kinds of things but over the course of
the last several decades um it's been weaponized as essentially a tool to BR
block projects of all kinds and um the the result of that is this litigation
Doom Loop and what we're seeing now is this has increasingly become a burden on
clean energy deployment over fossil fuel it's a common thing that people will say
well NEPA is a tool for blocking fossil fuels um but when you look at a lot of the major projects that are now getting
blocked things like the Cardinal Hickory um transmission line which would connect you know hundreds of clean energy
projects to our grid um or you know the big Sol uh Cape wind solar wind project
in um off off the coast of Massachusetts these are enormous clean projects that are getting weaponized by you know a
small group of people who just don't want to see them get built um and so we
have to really really wrestle with the fact that if we can't deal with that
backend problem um it's very very difficult for developers to actually you
know put Capital towards these projects um particularly when you think about clean energy it's not um it's not a a
commodity that they're producing the thing that really costs a lot is The Upfront Capital cost and so if you can't
have some predictability of when your project is going to get approved and when you could start building um
particularly in a environment of high interest rates it's very very difficult to to account for and deploy that
capital and so we really think that unless we can solve that you know overhang that hangs over developers um
we're really just not going to have the clean energy build out that we need can you go a little bit more in depth like
what do you think that looks like what's the most effective strategy is it changing the statute of limitations is
it standing like give us some of those policy aspects yeah so I think um you know when you standing statute of
limitations are things that are you know have been thrown around a lot in the context of negotiations I think it's
important to know like those are not requirements that will prevent bad faith litigants from ever filing a lawsuit um
I'm a lawyer um we've got other lawyers on the panel here like we can meet deadlines pretty well when we want to
put our mind to it um so it's not you know those are important changes and
they might help at the margins but really unless we're doing something that gives um you know either gives agencies
more difference as in if an agency conducts a review um there needs to be a
certain level of difference that that review should get and there's also you know in their process there's a lot of
trade-offs that happen in Project design and those things need to be treated with difference as well because they've you know AR Arisen out of a democratically
legitimate process and in elect you know an agency doing it um the other part of
it is at some point we need to take you know the ability to just stop projects out of the hands of Judges um and so the
thing that we've really been um pushing for is to have a time limit on how long
an injunction against a project can be issued and whether that is you know two
years four years 6 years even 10 years the value of you know developers being
able to know that at some point they can break ground on a project even if more environmental review is still conducted
for other aspects of that project at least they can start building that would be a major
win that's great I think it's really helpful David I think you can probably give us a better view of like how that
actually looks on the ground and how it's affecting your members and just some of those barriers as they are experienced by industry yeah so I'll
I'll start with transmission lines and then talk a little bit about utility scale solar because we run into I think
a lot of the same kind of sighting issues and both um so we actually have a
massive transmission line that we're gearing up for uh a fight in coming into Lowden County now a lot of folks will
say yeah it's because of the the data center industry and that may partially
be the case but when you look about the power that's allocated for those lines coming in only about 40% is upcoming
large projects the rest of it 60% of that power is connecting to renewable sources at other parts of the grid so
this is just another thing that we need to be talking about a lot of these infrastructure improvements for moving
power from one place to another it's not just so that we use more power in another area it's actually as we
decommission you know oil fire and coal fire power plants and things of that nature we're going to need the
infrastructure to make sure that everything's interconnected why is it important for us uh it's important
because our workers uh need to have access to large scale project so that we
can keep them working keeping them uh paying dues and bringing up the Next Generation uh into the apprenticeship
the actions that we've taken and working with um you know developers of of all kinds especially in the renewable space
for uh utility scale solar is is really taking a deep dive into the localities
what are their uh existing um you know uh permitting requirements at the at the
state and local level when we focus on whether it's transmission l or whether it's utility scale solar you know 90% of
that's happening at the local level with about 10% coming at the state level say
DEQ study at the the last minute to make sure that we can actually um you know
set up the the the solar farms and and get interconnected so what we do is we identify Partners who hold the the same
values as as we do folks who are interested in using High labor standards um so that they can you know meet the
requirements of the the IRA and get their 35% tax credit up to to 50 if
they're buying American and doing everything the right way uh then we start working uh with local government
seeing where they're at in the process so are they going before the Planning Commission have they already gone before
the Planning Commission and gotten um either uh you know a recommendation to
approve or with changes uh and then we go before the Board of Supervisors so our members the way that we interact
with this process is to do some research to actually learn about the upcoming Pro um projects and then engage in uh
campaigns and it's something that I would encourage everyone here to do is find out about utility scale solar are
important you know upgraded transmission lines that are going to connect to more clean energy in your area and find out
how to advocate for them and that means looking at the schedule to see when they're coming up before your locality's
planning commissions or or when they're coming up to the Board of Supervisors and I know every state is different I'm talking specifically about Virginia
right now um but in places like Maryland where where local control is dominated it's most the the same you know places
like Ohio might be different the the Ohio um you know power sighting board
actually makes all of those land use decisions so if you're from uh more like some of the Midwest states then you can
actually go before state boards uh and agencies and talk in favor of these
things but um so that's what we do we we learn we we get good partners in the industry and then we go and we start
advocating and I got to tell you it's getting harder and harder um I think every year in 2020
2021 um we probably uh have have half the amount of
uh solar um utility scale solar projects and half the uh Giga wattage that we
would want to see coming in um so we're getting stronger and stronger organized local opposition and it's going to take
local organized support of people coming out talking in front of these boards and advocating for why this is important and
why it's not just important uh for your county and the tax revenue but also for the the green economy and upgrading our
grid and and making sure that we're generating power from clean sources so that's what we do that's how we Advocate
and I would encourage everyone uh to learn more about how to do it in your areas as well that's great that local
angle's uh really sent and obviously there's there's layers and layers of
problems holding up these projects but I mean certainly it's not good news when we know we're not getting things to the grid fast enough I think this year we're
on track to have the lowest amount of wattage on offshore wind or just wind generally installed since like 15 years
ago uh because of a lot of these per issues but going to that like local level and Community engagement side of
things K you want to talk a little bit about like specifically from um your organization why do you think those
benefits are going to really flow to Frontline communities and why it's so important yeah I think you know happy to
talk about it and you know kind of maybe being a little bit less technical than some of my colleagues but talking about
some of the same things um you know as an organization thinking about like the
quote unquote Progressive case um for permitting reform if you will you know we kind of see it as an opportunity to
both go faster and have better outcomes for communities um you know in order to
uh maximize the benefits of you know uh clean energy we're going to need uh a
more robust more efficient electric grid and I think you know as Cory was talking about earlier with transmission if we
think about like the Grain Belt Express as an example that line took I think 14 years to get permitted and is a good
example of like how this current system you know just isn't working um you know we also feel that touching on NEPA that
you know it's done a lot of good um but that it's imperfect and and doesn't really meet the moment um harms have
been caused to communities with NEPA in existence you know um and and now as as
it was touched on earlier you know studies are showing that it's being used to block solar projects or transmission
projects more than fossil fuel projects so arguably you know uh environmentally beneficial projects you could say uh
compared to to their peers um so organizationally thinking about kind of the progressive case we see it as an
opportunity to kind of open up the hood and think about you know what's working what's not um whether things are being
used as they were intended to be um and and then make changes that iner to the benefit of of community
um like creating opportunities for greater participation uh like you know stronger Community benefits agreements
Etc um and that that's really the only way like communities meant to receive
the benefits of the IRA or whatever piece of legislation we're talking about that has specific Provisions you know to
direct uh benefits to communities that's the only way those benefits are going to be achieved is if those projects and
those Investments can actually be made um and so that's you know when we think about it from uh from our perspective
that that's the case that we make that's great I really appreciate that and I should say uh if we are going
to get to your guys' question shortly and I think there should be some note cards going around if anybody has questions you can hold them up and there
should be folks that can come around and grab those um but I do want to get to what's probably a hard question I'm just
going to throw it open everybody doesn't have to answer it that we started to explore last night a little bit we know
there's a possibility of a bip Parson package on per reform it's out there mansion's been working on it negotiating
with Senate Republicans particular John braso and so we know any package is
going to have compromises and there's going to be some things that we as climate Advocates really like and
there's going to be some things that probably don't seem like that climate friendly that we don't like what do you
see as some of those tradeoffs in a package that are likely to be included
and and why is it okay why are we why do you think that clean energy is going to come on on top even with some of those
compromises um you know I think just to start it it it's likely that you know
any any good reforms that H happen will be at least techn technology neutral and
that will be seen as something that is like well why can't we just do this for clean energy um one thing I think is
worth saying is like right now given where the industries are clean energy is
at a disadvantage when it comes to the permitting regime there's you know these
companies have not been doing it for a long time there's technological uncertainty there's navigating what
these processes look like in the context of new technologies um and you know if you take
something like nextend geothermal for example which is essentially um a
technology that is physically very similar to fracking and to oil production but for oil production
there's a categorical exclusion so you can do exploration Wells up to a certain and geothermal Wells don't have that and
so these are things where if we are moving towards a new um technology
neutral um future that's going to be net positive for clean energy and
particularly when you pair it with the economic Financial incentives in the IRA
and I a and other um bills that's like a big win that's something we should take as because right now the regulatory
regime and also you know just staff capacity at a lot of these agency is
better for fossil fuels than it is for clean energy mhm uh so linear infrastructure has a
very similar issue where you have natural gas has a very clear Federal Authority in Interstate natural gas
pipelines uh the rest of linear infrastructure so your CO2 pipelines your transmission your hydrogen
pipelines uh don't have the same type of process they have to go state byst state
local entities by local entity uh which in certain circumstances makes sense but
when you're when you're in an interstate uh when you're trying to build an interstate process you have to have some
kind of threshold of your move especially with transmission because I think there's a little more
um because you have smaller lines if you have a high-capacity line and you're going across Interstate lines you have
to have a clear Federal role there um this
is and it's and it's about parity right so like like we were talking about uh
it's it's the tech neutral the the generation neutral uh nature of having a
a process that's on parity across all Technologies so natural gas hydrogen
transmission I think it's very likely the way the industry is headed that
that's going to be uh in the favor of clean energy especially when you look at what all the
even the oil and gas majors are talking about um the things that they want to do even if it's
ccus uh they have to transport that by uh by CO2 pipelines they need that
infrastructure just as much as the Legacy oil and gas infrastructure uh
they're going to make those types of Investments um and so they're going to need the same type of certainty about
how they go about those proc building those uh those types of infrastructure
mhm yeah I I want to Echo um what they both had to say about you know leveling the playing field and Par I think that's
the conversation we have um from that perspective as well is that you know longterm the economics will probably
play out in clean Energy's uh benefit and so um you know that that's probably
going to have to be a part of the trade and so understanding that that creates the opportunity for the outcome you're
hoping for um is is imperative in that conversation and I think the other piece that we talk about is um you know
whether it's setting some some timelines like the fast act did on on how long um
things can proceed you know I think the fast Act is two years and that's you know somewhere where we think is is
acceptable um but also thinking about you know from a community perspective um
you know acknowledge harms understand that there is a justifiable trust deficit that a lot of communities have
when it comes to um these projects and including something in a trade that is a
meaningful kind of community engagement component or Community benefit component um in in kind of you know uh
acknowledgement of that and understanding that the process is weak now in that perspective and and should
be strengthened that's great I just think it's really important to acknowledge like while we will see a lot of benefits
there are going to be attacks on any package from the left and right and and not always you know completely I don't
want to say honest attacks but I think we just have to inoculate ourselves that
you know these these are things that are trade-offs but it is going to benefit clean energy the most and that is just
the key to lowering emissions um I do want to revisit and go back to some of the things like we're all advocating for
um per reform and in your guys' work and going out and actually doing the advocating on the hill like our members
are going to go to tomorrow what's what's the response been like what messages have you been found uh
resonating with various audiences obviously there's a little bit different appeal to both Republicans and Democrats progressives and more moderates like
what have you guys been seeing in your actual your advocacy around this issue and what works the best I I I think it's
important to start with permitting reform means very different things to different offices uh you can you can
break it down by by party you can break it down by region uh they all view it as
something different so whether that is judicial reform whether that is permitting whe like there there's a wide
range of what permitting reform means to different offices and how you approach
that is really critical so uh I've I've always been I I've always made it a
priority whatever office I go and talk to knowing what their District background is have they had rolling
blackouts or brown outs from uh energy shortage uh from um severe weather uh
and just knowing if it's a reliability concern is it a national security concern and
that's how you figure out what is going to be most Salient to those offices and that's how you get the best
response what the response is is off often just yeah we're all working
towards it if you if you talk to Senate enr staff yeah we want to get this out as soon as possible if you talk to yeah
we're close I've heard that um it it's
it's everybody trying to move it forward in their own version but but approaching folks with an understanding of why it's
important to their district and what different pieces might help them get in a good spot on
it one thing just to add to that I would echo echo that and to the point about
projects in that um specific jurisdiction or whoever
you're meeting with in their state is that um as it pertains to NEPA NEPA touches is basically everything the
federal government does um It's Not Just Energy projects it includes you know there's a um a new fund at Department of
Transportation to help uh help accelerate office building to
residential conversions in these downtown spaces where all these Office Buildings are sitting empty they want to
deploy some Capital to help uh further that but that'll touch NEPA as well and so um in every jurisdiction one thing
I've found is that um even offices that aren't necessarily
champions of Permitting reform or champions of um reforming NEPA or the judicial uh review they can all you know
all of them know about a project that's gotten stuck in there because they've all gotten the calls from their constituents and so you know a bit of
research can go a long way and just find the one thing that's touched um touched that and they'll get it and they they do
get it they know it but it always helps to reinforce it I think just to understand that that you know you've
done your homework and also that you know it it centers it in a way that your conversations might not when they're
saying oh I'm meeting with the citizens climate Lobby and they come and talk about you know the chicken farm or
whatever that's uh gotten stuck up in permanent permanent help yeah uh I will oh sorry go ahead
you sure all right uh e i Echo all of that um and you know just a couple I think every member generally and their
staff are are thinking about you know and affordable electricity so being able to kind of frame it in in that
perspective as well and then again you know thinking a little bit more on like how progressives might be thinking about
this issue you know you have to be um again understand the history of the district understand what's happened
there with projects in the past um you know you want to be acknowledging that those communities have been harmed and
and understanding that they have that trust deficit but speaking to it as an opportunity that um that this presents
to prevent future Harms in invest in the community and you know the necessity to move quickly to address whether it's an
existing pollution burden or like future risks um that's an opportunity to kind of pull that message into what their
Community needs and I was just going to say real quickly this is not necessarily uh
Federal legislation but in Virginia last year we had two different bills in the general assembly that would have helped
with um permitting reform uh spoiler alert they both failed to pass um but
one of them was a Bandon bands we've seen localities yeah you know about
this so uh localities across Virginia have been trying to find as many
creative ways either through requirements for Solar Development or just straight up limiting the amount of
of acreage that can be used um and and functionally banning solar from their
localities there are I think six that have outright banss and then another maybe half dozen that have put these
overburdensome requir ments that make it incredibly difficult uh to site solar um
and that uh ended up going down we wanted to include you know um some SEC
um requirements for people to be able to appeal um and then the other one was
more of like a a grab of taking away some of the local control which is just something that probably is not going to
fly in Virginia ever I mean even our solar developer Partners Dominion
everybody says we're happy to work with the localities and go through the the normal process which I understand why
they say that and I believe it um that because Community engagement is
important it's something that we uh that we all do and that we pride ourselves in um but that that other uh Bill put in
all kinds of mechan for the you know the the the state boards to be able to to do
some of the sighting and that things couldn't be um you know couldn't shouldn't be automatically rejected out
of hand unless they were like 4% of the total land mass in the the counties but one of the things that was really I
think was interesting and that at a federal level would also be great is people getting responses to their
applications within a timeline right within 120 days which they said was unreasonable I'm sure even more so at
the at the federal government but you know understaffing is a is an is an issue in a lot of these offices both
state and federal being able to process these applications being able to do the studies all always having to do the
studies in order in order to get to the the next step in the process I think these are a lot of things that are both
slowing down um Federal uh you know citing procedures but also at the at the
state and local level and that's something that we can work on as being creative about the order the time frames make things predictable for
people that's great that's all all important stuff well I think now we can go ahead and turn it out to you guys for
questions um flry do we have any questions we sure do
um's that we have a couple of questions asking if you could just kind of recap
what pering reforms have happened already well I can do that
or my distinguished panelists want to take that so I I you know specifically on um on NEPA in the uh the fiscal
responsibility act this was the bill that passed um when the debt ceiling uh
was hit in I think the tail end of 2022 um we've had so many um so many so
many Cliff bills I feel like um that had a couple of things uh specific to NEPA
uh one was a um it's said time limits on how long agencies could take to do um
review to conduct the review so it set basically I think it was a two-year time limit um so basically the idea is any
application um under NEPA has to be kind of uh resolved within 2 years um one
thing I will say about this is um agencies Miss deadlines all the time um
and it's you know it's not necessarily you know one thing is I think predictability is really really
important um but it's it's also um just setting deadlines is kind of
insufficient because it changes kind of the incentives for the agency to potentially Rush their environmental
review which is not something want we want them to do and then it becomes more vulnerable in court and so I think we
need to one thing with these things is that um we can't do this peac meal you have to really hit all aspects of this
and do something holistically otherwise we can't really um we can't really move
the needle enough that we need I think in the other things that you know have
happened recently that people were talking about is there's the new FK rules that address planning in in within
regions and there's some back stop s Authority and National corridors that are then designated by Doe which was a
rule that came out just before the FK Rule and then there was that as Rob said like there's a CQ rule that came out
kind of implementing the things that were included in debt cealing so those are all the things but I I think everybody agrees there's just a hearing
um a couple weeks ago in the Senate energy committee um with energy producers and everybody universally
agrees that congressional action is still needed and what we've gotten done so far is is not adequate to what AR
said the the back stop Authority that you brought up uh was actually they made a tweak to it in the infrastructure in
uh um and and I mean we're still just now trying to figure out what that's
going to look like moving forward but the reviews are not concurrent if I recall which is going to
well yeah well and there's there's questions around uh does it have the
potential to trigger two nepas y two NEPA reviews I think there's also the issue that as
our one of our distinguished board members nil chaty who was a former commissioner and chairman of perk prop
the other day on a call that we're about to get a whole bunch of new for Commissioners that might have a different opinion on what uh what that
rule should be when it gets a re-hearing and so none of these things if it's not done by Congress it's just not set in
stone yeah um but I think yeah we can go to another question unless somebody has something to add on on one quick thing
on um the on the NIT on the corridor designation just to give you a sense of like how all these things interact with
each other that was a lot I think that the these are um transmission Corridor
designations initially when that law passed that gave them that Authority I think it was probably 15 years ago they
wanted to make them really big corridors but because um because of NEPA if they
were to do that it would it would have to undergo a full Neer review and it would be basically impossible to um
evaluate all the different reasonable Alternatives over such a large geographic area and so that's just an
example where like NEPA is really making it impossible to do some of this transition transmission buildout um so
they designated the quarters but they're much smaller than Congress had initially intended and so that's where you know
you get into a place where agency um action just really has its limits and that's why we need Congress to fix this
well that's you bring up another good point on um an agency interpretation
versus Congressional intent where I I I I think that how and it was EP Act of
2006 yeah um they did a lot of stuff in the bill uh five but I mean that's
that's where that back stop Authority was created and the nites were created and we're just now dealing with the scap
rule is is from that 2006 bill this is this is almost 20 years we've gone
through this process and we're just now starting to unpack how to use these authorities well and and just to tie one
more thing that we were talking about earlier like the judicial process they tried to do the nites once before after
they got the authority and the courts came in and said you can't do that so they had to start over well more or less
I see this is a robust discussion we're having but I think uh I think we can do
another question planner right we have a couple of questions about uh increasing efficiency
of transmission lines so people are wondering about things like reconductoring minimum transfer
requirements is all of that um possible rather than or in addition to building
new transmission lines no that's it's absolutely a part
piece of the puzzle uh it is I mean I think I said at the towards the beginning of this conversation the
expected buildout is or or needs for large scale High capacity transmission
is three to four times what we currently have uh and reconductoring and and GS
and and those types of things are not going to get us there we need some and I mean if you there's enough there's a
million studies out there on what you can do I I would also point out because I think you mentioned uh transfer
capacity which is not quite a technology issue it is another piece of the puzzle
uh I think when we talk about it we have we put together a really good map a couple years ago showing what the
capacity was between the different Power markets uh to share power um and you can
imagine where some of the the hot spots are where they don't have great transfer capacity Texas has less than less than
one um the Northeast is really bad about sharing power uh when you get to California it's a little bit better um
some of the best areas is is uh myo the middle of the country they have some of the best interconnection um that's not
necessarily a technology issue that is a structural backbone issue uh that that
FK is taking a look at I think nerk has been a little bit interested in um and
and probably still needs some congressional oversight there and and on
the the FK note with regard to gets and whatnot um and reconductoring um
actually F's new rule 1920 that they issued their long-term uh Regional planning rule they issued two weeks ago
now I think um it actually requires uh that they consider in their long-term planning how reconductoring or
alternative other grid enhancing Technologies gets um Can can be used
beneficially in those processes or as an alternative to like building another project um because you know I think one
thing um Believe It or Not uh utilities and regions don't do long-term planning in many cases in the United States and
compared to some other nations um we have a relatively low penetration of recond conductor or some of these
Advanced uh transmission technologies um because you know it's kind of a if it ain't broke don't fix it mindset that we
know this technology that's 30 years old works all right so we'll just keep doing it um and so the goal of that rule is to
have regions uh and utilities start considering those um more frequently or
well in all their planning but no I do think that's a good point because of some of the push back
you know we are hearing a little bit it's like oh no we don't need to build anything new we can just do some of these other things and as you guys
clearly articulated we got to build stuff there's just no way around it there's no there's no magic answer
that's going to make everybody happy and not have some of these things happen we got to build stuff so well said I'd like
to put a put some numbers on that since I I took these notes and I haven't gotten a chance to to say them yet this
seems like a good opportunity um while they've been sitting in front of me um
but uh the United States is going to have to invest and there's a wide range because obviously this is built on a lot
of assumptions that we have 30 to 90 billion in electric transmission above our currently planned investment levels
to generate 70 to 200 gaw in additional power to meet our electrical Demand by
2030 and that's to make sure that we connect all of the the new green energy
to the grid one of the things that we focus on um with the ibw not just in our
localities but also federally is Right sizing like exactly what we were just talking about when people are when when
utilities are planning for the future and the amount of infrastructure that they've had to to put into place right
now we're playing catchup everywhere I mean I just talked about the numbers they're not even planning for the future
right now they're just playing on what we have to do right now uh to keep our heads above water and keep everybody's lights on and that's really a
conversation that that we need to be having in every locality every state at the federal level everybody's got a plan
for infrastructure we know this stuff is coming we're getting a lot of money down from the federal government to
incentivize all kinds of people to go into this work and to upgrade the grid we got to plan the projects
accordingly one thing just to piggy back off of David's point is um we you know
we've been blessed in this country to have I mean for a take take take the
climate out of it for a second um to have a of natural gas which is very cheap and that's made our electricity
cheap and it's been a boon for our economy and if we want to move off of that we need to just find ways to also
get more reps building this stuff out so that the cost reductions come so that it can compete with natural gas which is
like a really important economic aspect of this and if we want to have you know a big manufacturing boom in jobs we need
electricity for that and so we really really do need to you know build a lot more I was talking to a solar developer
earlier today heard a a conversation that they were having and in order for
the this land that they have where they've been trying to build this utility scale solar project um it it
turns out that they're going to either have to uh build or Rec conduct or 20 miles of transmission lines which makes
the whole thing immediately you know way too expensive and it's just not going to happen right and that's that's sad we
don't have the infrastructure in place for people who want to who have uh the
the type of you know a local appetite to actually get something done that that's another barrier is the is the cost of
our aged infrastructure that interconnection problem is not uncommon yeah yeah yeah
absolutely planner I think we're ready for another one all right what can we tell our
members of Congress about the numbers of new jobs and apprenticeships in the electrical industry uh that could be
created if we speed up permitting yeah absolutely thanks for the question I think this one has to do
with me and Kyle maybe um in in terms of um apprenticeship so um it's not just
the electricians who are doing um you know the checkdowns and the the grounding uh at the ends of the lines of
uh of solar panels it's also solar installers right so the people actually placing um the panels it's the operating
engineers who go through and clear the land and prep the space it's the the
laborers uh Luna members who are going through and actually helping installing these
things so we're talking about union jobs across the board if folks are trying to be compliant with the IRA and get their
tax credits right and that's because we have apprenticeships local hiring and
you know um best-in class safety standards right and when they work with the union and Union contractors they
know that they can assume that all of those criteria are met and that they can you know uh get those financial
incentives from the government so every time we do a utility scale project we're
talking about dozens if not you know over a hundred workers working for
however many months depending on the size right I can tell you we just did the largest here in DC the largest uh
solar array in the history of the in the city we put together like 120 put people to work like 120 people
for over six months right to to build that from the ground up at the US Postal surfice so
there are the the sky is the limit but as with everything whenever I go in lobby localities or the federal
government the only way uh that we can guarantee that we can continue to provide these Pathways to the middle
class and by the way Local 26 A Journeymen right now we just uh we just
um finished our collective bargaining agreement for the next three years it's going to be up over $62 an hour um over
the next period right now it's $53 an hour so we're talking about and by the way everybody has open uh uh overtime
after 8 hours time and a half after 10 double time um so our folks are making
over six figures right not to mention another 25,000 in in benefits and health care we got two pensions we got an
annuity if anybody like to to hear about the apprenticeship and and sign up come see me after this I'm ready to organize
you in um or or your kids or your grandkids um but the only way that we
can promote those opport unities of those great jobs with those incredible benefits is if we have the work building
these solar arrays or doing upgrading lead certifications in in buildings
downtown or installing heat pumps you know in buildings for decarbonization or EV charging infrastructure like we we
have the certification the training everything set up to be successful and
to scale to meet um you know the work p picture um so I can tell you we'll we'll
continue to bring on more and more people here in DC I have an incredible opportunity to work with solar for all
and the green trades um DC program which is a lot of what you know Kyle talks about we get to go into you know the the
uh seventh and eighth WS we go into all different parts of the city and get folks into a pre-apprenticeship programs
for a year uh two years and help them prepare to get into the apprenticeship
um so that we can put them in those photo voltaic um classes and have them installing solar panels um so so the
answer is the sky is the limit we just need to fight to get uh the projects approved and then I can I can take as as
as many as as possible so right now dozens hundreds it could be thousands yeah I'll just add one other
like angle that we look at the local hiring think totally agree with it's an immediate investment in the community and creates opportunity um you know from
our perspective when we think about the um uh uh our criminal justice work you
know we see the clean energy Workforce as an opportunity um for folks that are you know leaving a carceral facility
maybe they're in a halfway house who are looking for an opportunity to build a career that can be family sustaining or
you know propel them into the middle class um we look at like pre-apprenticeship or appren apprenticeship Readiness programs that
are often uh either in and paired with the halfway house or part of a carceral facility and you know we really see that
as a pathway to success uh for them and creating an opportunity to reduce mess incarceration and recidivism and so um
that's an example of where you know you might think of an issue that's completely unrelated but these things come together um in a way that you know
is not always obvious I think that's that's a great point to like bring that stuff in because even though we're primarily the
thing about emissions reductions there are these other Goods that we can bring that just span the gamut so I think
that's really really great to bring that into the conversation we got time for a couple more planner or we where are we
at we have time for a few more all right um we got a lot of questions about local
opposition to projects so um can you speak a little bit about how much the
federal permitting reform process can help that um people are just noticing a
lot of like the county commissioner can block things that have been uh already
approved by the state's power board things like that um so can you speak about the challenges at the local level
yeah you want yeah I I would say um you know out outside of things like back
stop Authority for example that you know create a a way for the federal government to preempt um where necessary
local or state governments um you know you you can't and probably don't want
the federal government to be in the business of you know steamrolling local opposition but we can at least remove
the barriers that local you know um minorities vocal local minorities um
have the federal tools that they can use to block projects and so that's really how we view um how NEPA is being
weaponized essentially right which is this is a tool for a very small vocal
group of people even when projects have overwhelming um support among the community among elected leaders
basically every check mark check mark that you would have unions for democratic legitimacy in terms of
support a small group can still you know file a lawsuit and tie a project up in
court and so at least um you know you're never going to be able to fully eradicate that and you probably
shouldn't that their voices still do matter um but if we can take away the tools for them to endlessly weaponize um
opposition against projects that would be good yeah I mean that's when when we
talk about it especially with infrastructure the the focus being on the the high capacity uh projects that bring the the
most benefit they're moving multistates those are the ones to focus on right the they're you're you're going to have to
have something that spans multiple states have a clear Federal role uh I
would argue the back stop Authority is a kind of Muddy Federal role the way that
the developer has to get rejected and then come back it's it's not it's not it's not the best uh best process um but
having clear Federal Authority for projects that are going to have major
benefits to uh decarbonization um is is really the key
here so that you're minimizing the the issues with local andate leaving as much
of the local and state at the local and state as possible while still identifying those those more beneficial
projects yeah I I would say the thing that I've been interested in
at a state level is passing legislation that takes away some of the
regulatory you know some of the requirements that frankly localities use as a weapon um to prevent these things
and maybe come up with instead of just saying you can't do this from a state level say this is what you should be
thinking of in citing solar and give a set of of requirements at least a
baseline that localities can work from CU right now it's the it's the wild west out there people are doing their own
independent studies looking at other localities and just making stuff up that just isn't Tethered to reality at all so
if if we could just have a little bit of grounding I think that would be good I I want to make a a distinction right
between conservational and environmentalists right and I think that this is is something that always gets a
little fuzzy and we all get tied together into big groups a lot of times but in in general when I find doing
clean energy work there are groups that parade as environmentalists who are really conservationists which is it
boils down to being nimes they don't want any type of of projects built or cited in their localities right whereas
I work with environmental environmentalists like the citizens climate Lobby who are interested in in
coming out and pushing for reform so that we can actually you know meet the the demands of the of of of future power
generation so uh they're always going to be conservationists in every locality
fighting every project especially if they can say crazy things about uh the solar panels killing birds or
groundwater contamination or like runoff or any number of things that they that they like to talk about battery storage
facilities blowing up like stuff that's just not once again not tethered in reality right and the way that we fight
that more than legislation more than local ordinances is by having other voices in support at
the table because at the end of the day these boards right these planning Commissioners but really the boards of Supervisors or County Commissioners or
whatever you call them where you're from right they rely on you to get elected right votes are what puts them in office
so they pay attention to what the voters are saying so you show up with just as
large a group or a little bit larger group than the opposition all the sudden
especially if it's something that they already agree with it gives them cover or it can sway them right just as if
they already agree with you but nobody shows up and the opposition shows up then it can sway them the other way so it's incredibly important to to get
active and to show up for those votes and and to advocate for projects that you want that will be more powerful than
anything that we try to to do taking away local Authority on sighting which
frankly there's not a huge appetite for anyway it's well said yeah all right we
can squeeze in one last question here in these last two minutes um what is your
top tip for talking to members of Congress about this topic tomorrow and this question comes from a student who
points out that they are making this ask in all three Lobby meetings and they have never lobbied in person before so
give them a little dose of confidence here what's your what's your
tip I I mean know know who you're going into to talk to look at their most
recent press releases their Twitter their Facebook page see what they've been talking about see if there's an
opportunity a see if they've said anything on what you're going in to talk about uh and B see what their priorities
are um if if they're extremely hostile to labor pitch it as Jobs don't pitch it
as labor it's it's small nuances like that that can go a long way in in having
a productive conversation with staff with the member with with whoever you're
meeting with spoken like a true former house staffer yeah I'll uh I'll use my uh former CCL uh hat
here for a second you know I would say trust your preparation um your teams here have done a great job you know
giving you one pages on the issues so that you're an expert um you've got the organization of the volunteers uh and
your roles that you're walking into the meeting with um you have the backgrounder on your members so you know
trust your people that you're going in with trust that the organization has prepared you they have and you know if
you do as well well you know I Echo what Cory said as well uh you'll be just fine well we might be more prepared if you
hadn't left us [Laughter] Kyle hey I came I'm still
contributing any final thoughts the Hill's full of kids so you know it's you
know treat it with seriousness obviously but these aren't um always experts as
well don't assume that don't assume prior knowledge you know like these people um they're they're trying to
learn and they're also very taxed with a lot of information and so the more you can simplify things for them I think the
best and I would just say yeah keep it keep it simple try to make it personal
connect it to to real people set the context of everything right this big
looming power crisis that we have right um and uh the existential threat of
climate change obviously um depending on who you're talking to though I think it's incredibly important to know who
the members are what state they're from what those what's important to those State's economies uh a lot of you
probably will end up meeting with staffers not just uh just members still share the information don't get bummed
out about it do it the same way that you would because they're going to go and give a report as someone who used to be a staffer as well you know they they get
full reports on the meetings that they had from the day um and one thing that I always like to tell folks when I'm
training them for for a Lobby day on top of all those other things you know smile be calm it's okay don't make stuff up
right you're going to be well you're you're going to be well prepared you're going to have your one pagers and all
that stuff they ask you something that's related to the one pager that you don't really necessarily like know don't don't
go off script and just make up stuff about what you're lobbying for that you don't know you'll have people there who you can turn to who can lean into those
things David is speaking from all of our personal experience
[Applause] well thank you so much guys really good panel really appreciate
it all right thank you everybody we have a 15minute break now and if you'd like to chat with our panelists please give
them a moment to get all the way off the stage and back here to the back of the room we'll see you back here in about 15
minutes for the next breakout session
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have this many people or not I think it's no I think it's I we're on oh we're on we're on we're on we ready we ready
to go let people get in here because we actually we have one of the best talks
for last and let's make this interesting yeah this is going to be this is going to be a fun fun conversation I just T
Dave I didn't even prepare any questions because I know any conversation with him is going to be interesting
um but I will give him a a sort of introduction so this is Dave George
David bangs but we just call him Dave bangs it's a southern thing go by your middle name and so Dave Banks is an
economist a political analyst a policy Advocate who has been focusing on climate change energy trade and he
serves as a policy adviser to The Climate Leadership Council Center for trade climate and trade the bipar and
policy Center and the Atlantic Council focusing all on foreign policy and
climate policy he recently served as the chief strategist for the Republican side of the house select committee on the
climate crisis previously he was a special assistant for International Energy and environment at the National
Economic and National Security councils in the white house he was Republican Deputy staff director of the US Senate
environment and Public Works committee and he was a senior White House adviser on International Affairs and climate
change and so that's that's a big list of things so this why you know both Republican administrations both
Republican Administration be hiding that I I think it was pretty clear you're a republican okay I think it was pretty
clear and you know Dave they theyve kind of a smart guy come you know he might
not appear to be but he is uh I'll tell you I'll tell you as I as I tell people if you're good you don't have to look
good exactly it's doubly true for you right and I I will I perfected it I will
tell a little anecdote a year or two ago I was at a reception for uh some cers
receiving some awards for work on clean energy and talking about some of these policies we'll talk about tonight and
Senator Kramer was up there getting an award and they were you know lotting his leadership and Sarah Kramer said you
know I have the best staff in the world I have Dave Banks and I don't know if you deserve that but he seemed to think
it well I wasn't working for him I know that's the funny part he was not working for the center at the time and so with
that introduction let's kick it off and Dave can kind of tell us a little bit
about how how he got involved in climate and trade and policy and maybe just all kinds of
things I didn't mention you worked for the CIA did things like that these lights remind me of that yeah yeah yeah
so let's get into it yeah so I so I get this question uh you know it's I consider myself as a a republican
climate activist um and I and believing that Republican conservative principles
are much more effective at reducing Global emissions than say European and
our friends over on the other side of the AIS the Democrats uh I think that I think that there's a there's a huge need
for Republicans to be engaged on this topic because I think Republicans do bring in kind of a sense of real
politique how the how the world works I think a lot of my Democrat friends um
they're a little bit on the uh idealistic side about how things should work uh instead of how things actually
work but God bless them and I love them and I like working with them but U see I get we are nonpartisan organization yes
yes yes you are yes you are yes you are and I didn't just say that because you're a nonpartisan organization yes I
meant it from my heart I know I know I anyway um so people will ask me the
question well how do you how did you get involved in climate change what really uh brought you to it and well it's kind
of a not to get into into a whole lot of details but this is like 20 years ago uh
and I was about to be posst in the state department to Brussels at the US mission in the EU and I was going
to be political officer in the last few weeks they said no no no no we're going to we're going to send you to the
economic section you're going to work on environment policy well I had come from the CIA and didn't know anything about
environment policy and I was like well okay and I'm therefore now this is during the Bush Administration so keep
in mind that this was just a few years after President Bush pulled the us out
of the Kyoto process for those of you who remember the Kyoto Protocol um so
there was like so there was a essentially a I don't want to call it a cold war but no real relationship or
ongoing discussion between the EU and the US on climate change um period lots
of bad blood there so I'm I'm there for a few weeks and the European Parliament decides we're going to do this big event
big event on climate change policy and we're going to ask the US ambassador to come over and talk about this George W
Bush's climate policy and explain explain to them you know what we're doing and the Ambassador said uh no
that's okay and he gives it to the deputy chief of mission and the what called the DCM the DC goes ah you know
it's okay and then he sends it to the economic Minister counselor in charge of the economic section he goes n yeah I'll
pass it he he gives it to my to my direct boss on you know the head of the environment unit he goes no he calls me
in he says Dave I got this great opportunity for you I was like yeah he's like uh how
would you like to present us climate policy to the European Parliament I'm like I don't know anything about climate
change policy he's like that's okay he said he was like uh just just uh call
the state department and they'll give you all the Talking Points um that you need well the state department crickets
would not give me anything and so there was this this is this is dating me so Google was still kind of new and so I
was like well I'm just going to Google the US climate position so I so I I I came up with some notes like this and I
come into the European parli this is huge huge vast vast room look like something out of the Harry Potter
movies and the um and lo and behold hundreds and hundreds probably over a
thousand people were in this room right and they have this mic and they just
hand it to me and say here you go and wow so I go through my points and by the
way I couldn't even tell you if my points were were correct or not so what you're saying is so this is not an
intimidating audience for you no not at all yeah yeah good to go so so I give
the points deliver the points as well as I can and uh hundreds of hands come up
for the q&as and I'm like oh my God this is an ambush and and sure enough because
because these parliamentarians had not had any real interaction with the US government in at least probably since
the Clinton Administration and uh had lots of questions and it was brutal I
couldn't even tell you what questions that they posed to me but you know you know what are you really doing why did
you pull out Kyoto oh lot lots of tough questions I really uh didn't have a really good handle on what you this
climate change is a real problem do you agree with it all those kind of questions and so wrap up I walk out of
the parliament and I'm like I'm going to get them back for this I I'm I'm going
to become a specialist on climate change policy and help design a US policy that
works for republicans and I'm going to get those Europeans back and here you
are then I got addicted to it as all you have you've all been you've all you're all addicted uh to the fight to the
Crusade and uh you know once you realize how big how important of a of a challenge and a problem it is
you're stuck and so it's been now 20 years for me plus and haven't regretted
it since well let's get into like kind of following on that that story like let's talk about why trade in climate
why is trade such a vital opportunity when it comes to addressing climate well
so this comes back to you know how do you how do you construct a policy a
climate policy that works for republicans and look I mean the the The
Narrative out there and it has some credibility uh coming from the Kyoto
Protocol is that any kind of international climate engagement that the
US uh engages in uh is fraught with Peril
right that that any kind of agreement any any kind of climate policy uh is
would be unfair to the United States that would undermine us competitiveness uh and harm our
manufacturing and labor I mean that's kind of the traditional Republican view certainly George W bush had that Donald
Trump clearly was there I mean Trump not an AOG on climate I mean he thinks it's
he thinks it's BS but but he's not but he's not you know de set against doing
anything related to it but particularly but particularly if uh if it actually if
you can construct a policy that that actually improves us competitiveness Visa China and number of our other
adversaries and so this kind of brought me into the trade space because I realized and I think as a republican I
think Republicans just believe that the US is just awesome at everything and just is so much better when it comes to
producing things from environmental informance and compliance perspective we got the best standards in the world and
they look at our success in reducing traditional pollutants right which is which again have been incredibly
successful and so they just assume that the US is one of the most efficient
producers period um so with that knowledge right then you know kind of
started looking at well what kind of data do we have and the data was pretty sparse but what we did have showed
relative carbon efficiency for the US economy okay so this is this is what's
been really behind the whole idea in investing political capital and
resources into developing this policy design right that we can pull
together to get Republicans on board and I think look I mean Democrats have been have been uh uh very receptive and very
supportive as well and I will say this though when we first started pulling the data together and showing Democrats
Democrats are like this can't be true we're just not as good as this um but I but I think yeah I mean at this point we
we certainly have good momentum and a lot of support on both sides of the aisle look it's still early
on for Republicans but we we definitely have some good momentum on both sides of the aisle I think that's good like you
know to jump in and talk specifically about prove it act I mean our wonderful
volunteers have been educating themselves on some of these issues prove it is one of our primary asss this Lobby
day we have a thousand C lobbyists going to the hill tomorrow meeting with I think upwards of 300 434 meetings
something like that um and so I think this is a good opportunity to give a little bit more background and prove it
and then maybe get into a little bit about the messaging behind it what I
mean we've generally said like let's just focus on what Pro it actually does not what it could be used for not
thinking like way down the road but like keep really what's in front of us on prove it but love to hear your thoughts
on it well and your uh your panel um before was pretty good with giving
advice know your audience of course but just to give you some some context on the the roots of prove it uh so so there
was a study this was when I was on the house climate committee uh and by the way we were let's talk a little bit
about that too cuz I think that's um that's an important data point so when the house flipped in
206 2018 sorry 2018 or let's say
2019 uh Democrats created the uh select committee on the climate
crisis and Republicans and this was leader McCarthy had to respond to that
and I think Democrats were a bit surprised because the last uh climate committee that they had put together uh
you we had a climate skeptic from the Republican side uh as the ranking member and I think Democrats probably thought
the same thing would happen yeah and this was around the time by the way uh especially on the energy uh Commerce
Committee in the house where Republicans started Shifting the way they were talking about climate they weren't they
weren't really questioning the science they were focused on the actual uh policy and when McCarthy U made a
decision he didn't pick a climate skeptic he picked my uh boss Garrett
Graves uh who had a lot of uh on the ground experience working on adaptation
policy in Louisiana when he worked for the State uh but Garrett very practical
uh when it comes to climate policy obviously disagrees with a lot of the policies that Democrats table uh but
very pragmatic and and believes that it's a issue that we should address as a country uh but in the context with uh
with global emission reductions of course so he picks Garrett to run this uh run the Republican side and then they
had to fill the team out and so they looked at at me and a and friend of mine
last year I think Marty Hall was earlier this year yeah Marty Marty came and spoke to our conservative conference and
on permanent reform yeah we just hidden all all the old Republican staff on this this issue so we hired he hired Marty
Hall and me uh to help come up with a strategy and um and it wasn't it wasn't so much about coming up with a with a
climate policy that worked for a handful of Republicans but what McCarthy wanted
he wanted a climate policy or a message around climate that would be or that
would appeal to a critical mass of the conference and what this critical mass of the conference well just about
everyone in the conference on climate change is need for uh for that critical
mass number and I think that uh you know I think if you look at where Republicans
are uh in the house uh uh for example you really have three groups of folks
you have you have one group of folks and I think that there's still a minority um
of of the conference that believes that climate change is a real significant
problem and that it's our responsibility to table good Solutions just to solve the climate
challenge then you have another group of Republicans uh who say n i you know
really I I'm pretty agnostic about this I don't know if it's real or not but I look at the polling I I like I look at
the politics and it's clear that voters and a lot of Voters younger voters
independent voters want us to do something about climate change and then you got the third group
of Republicans who that they might be climate skeptic um or they've they've
they've been very opposed to climate action in the past uh they but they look
at what Democrats have done with the green U deal and and and Al and and Mary
and that team actually kind of did as a real solid by tabling the green U deal
because those Republicans looked at looked at it was like wow my God this is a big big problem and we need to address
this with our own set of solutions regardless of whether we like it or not mhm so you have those three groups of
Republicans coming together and agreeing on the general goal right and I think
that for me working in climate I really don't care where people are coming from um as long as we're you know everyone
signs off on the on the final goal and the goal being you know we need to have we need to have a a a
republican uh message and policy Guided by conservative principles that we then
bring into to the National and Global conversation when it comes to addressing
climate change now I've been talking for a while so I know lost myself I lost myself but
I think that I think with um with the proen act so we're on the climate committee and there was a study in 2019
that was released by the department of energy from it was the national energy technology lab that uh that was focused
on comparing the LG life cycle emission of Russian Pipeline gas to Europe
compared to uslg shipped from the Gulf and the numbers were pretty astounding
we had the Russian Uh Russian popon gas is 40 plus% uh more ghd intensive than us LNG
Shi from the Gulf to Europe and Republicans loved it uh they just they
embrace the point and by the way when what I have found is that when
Republicans uh see those numbers uh how how much more carbon efficient the US is
than other economies but particularly with the Chinese is that they kind of naturally gravitate towards well this is
something that we should perhaps monetize to the benefit of the United
States yeah and I brought this up and when I was talking last night um that we had meetings several years ago with the
German Embassy and they were thinking about these issues before it came up that maybe it is much better from
meeting their climate goals to be buying natural gas from the United States rather than than Russia and they were
starting to think about that in terms of like policies they wanted to put in place yeah and by the way this is uh this is one of the major faults of sort
of current climate policy is that it's all territorial based right so it's
about territorial emissions reductions in your own country so what happens is
that you you know if you if you pursue a set of regulations to reduce emission
well often times that industry will offshore right and to places that
have often times a dirtier production than than where they came from and so
you end up having an increase in global emissions so for example if you just look at the US
numbers and I may not have the most current data but if you look at the US numbers on paper uh they're actually
probably 10% more than what those numbers actually reflect because we
import so many carbon emissions in the UK that number is like 40% in the EU
it's like 30% so the Europeans have offshored so many of their emissions
that if you if you if you include those in the numbers that they report often
times you'll find that uh particularly I mean certain EU countries have actually
increased emissions compared to their Baseline of 1990 so there hasn't been
you know there and there hasn't hasn't been the degree of success in reducing emissions that a lot of countries um
claim right and I think that I think this is also this is also one of the reasons why the Europeans and you know
the environmental Community they kind of move towards a okay we do need a trade policy in order to close what what they
call the carbon loophole right to reduce this uh this effect that's actually been
detrimental to uh the world's uh March toward uh addressing climate
change yeah that that offshore of emissions has always been a great concern of ours and that's why we've
been talking about um SE bams uh for 15
years yes yeah yes we can talk about C bams if you want
as well but uh we can get that a minute but why don't we get why don't we get Pro it a little bit more on Pro it let's talk a little bit more about Pro it I
keep going off on just my uh my apologies but the um so so when this
nettle study came out and Republicans love the numbers uh we we looked at it
was like wow we really really need uh a more comprehensive data set
that covers more sectors of the economy and this is where our friends that climate Leadership Council played a a
extremely important role and in actually running the data they they had been working on that um along with their uh
Baker schils uh carbon dividend plan but this but the trade piece and the and the
the data that they had pulled together became really really valuable in sort of pitching this idea uh to Republican
offices because again they look at the data and they're like well this is this is exactly what we need we always knew
we were the best you know here we are um and let's try to monetize it now we have
it's again very very very early stages and this is where prove it comes in right because we I think there's and
let's get into the we were talking about different Republican camps earlier when it comes to climate policy but this is
also this is also a big difference too with when it comes to Pro it because you have uh you have some
Republicans who support it uh for let's say uh for a a shield against the EU
seam and other seams coming up with data MH and math that would be that would be
detrimental to us commercial interests and then you have another group of Republicans who look at it and go well
you know this really this comparative data set by prove it is a comparative data set it's just not a us uh not a US
set this comparative data set will show how much better we are than everyone else and all these sectors and we'll be
able to use this as an argument against Democratic attempts to unilaterally
impose ghd regulations on us industrial emissions and you can apply that same
argument to the carbon to the domestic carbon tax as well but then there's also the the forward leaning permitting piece
right where they say you know often times often times environmentalists will argue that uh this project is going to
be bad for the climate uh or the environment and with this comparative data set you can argue well actually
that's not the case if this this project goes through and if we produce here
we're going to do it in a in a much cleaner way than what imports or or
production would would occur in other places in the world so it's about that then that's kind of that brings you into
the next sort of step and stag in this is what do you do how do you use this
for trade yeah that well that's a good point I don't think we've focused on enough yet this argument and Marty's
really good about making that too that the more stuff we produce here we produce it cleaner and by producing it here we're actually
lowering Global emissions not just our own right yeah well with the right policies with the right place with the
right policies and this ties into permanent reform because it makes it easier for us to build more stuff here
yeah yeah and and then you look at where uh the Trump World is right so the Trump
World is I I would say or or at least the Trump trade uh uh folks are much
more receptive to just you know using the data and monetizing it it and holding foreign polluters accountable
including countries like China now they're not there's no real interest in
using this as a climate policy for them you know not to not to totally speak for them but just my observation uh they're
just they're looking at the data as just a just pure real politique we're going to use this uh for uh us commercial
Advantage so that's kind of your camps there um again we you know we uh we're
at a very early stage when it comes comes to this policy uh and kind of where where it'll take us uh you know I
am um I am optimistic that we're going to come up with u with a policy that
Republicans and Democrats Embrace um that will hold foreign poters
accountable at some point U but we're not there yet so talk about like as we go to these
meetings tomorrow what advice do you have on specifically talking on prove it I mean
one thing we're trying not to do is link it anything directly like a cbam but just on the merits of that information
you want to talk to us a little bit about how you would message it going to these offices I say think I brought this up last night because it is an
interesting policy because like you say everybody sees it a little bit differently I'm pretty sure Bill Cassy
Cynthia Lumis and Chris Coon's all support prove it for different reasons right yeah right um yeah so again you
know not to say the obvious but if if I mean the vast majority of Democrats are already there when it comes to embracing
the concept right I think that they don't necessarily know what it looks like I mean there are um there there's
the Sheldon White House proposal that's there uh I don't think there's a politically viable pathway for that
because it has an implicit price on carbon you've got the you got the the
Cassidy SE bam which I consider to be too large
in any case right even though it doesn't have a price on carbon associated with it I think that um I think that for
folks coming in uh to uh and you and those who want to link prove it to these
bigger policies just you know be cautious with it uh because again it's I mean the whole sort of idea that we're
going to use this data to create some big climate and trade policy is still
pretty new and in my opinion I don't see see uh I don't see a us if this all if
this happens I don't see a US policy design looking anything like the EU cbam
I think that um you know for for those people who who are interested in the
concept and uh you know want to work with the Europeans I just I just I we
are not at the same stage as the Europeans are when it comes to regulating carbon in trade 're just not
there yet I mean we have a lot of sectors out there and and let me explain this a bit
we have a lot of sectors out there who just don't want to be covered we have sectors that do want to be covered in
this kind of policy and the ones who who want to be covered are the countries
that have been decimated uh by the trade regime right that that have uh that see this type of
policy as being the one Lifeline that can help uh that can help it survive
you're talking like steel and things like that that been off short a lot yeah yeah steel aluminum uh domestic solar
manufacturing I think you probably have some fertilizer companies that are in that space too um you know any any
industry that's faced a tremendous pressure uh from overseas
competition period so I I and then you have another group of energy intensive manufacturers who just haven't
experienced um those problems and so we were we're going to have to be really careful in in how we talk about this I
think that I think that for Republicans from manufacturing States uh there's
certainly a willingness to explore using a trade policy uh to hold foreign
polluters accountable and to level the playing field uh for the for the United
States uh but some you know but I think that uh a lot of those people wouldn't be comfortable linking it to carbon
right I don't think that they uh have a good understanding what that looks like and there's still a lot of uh there's
just you know a lot of um hesitancy and I think just uh you know I
would say this I think I think it's also a result of it's kind of a legacy issue right I think that for even for younger
Republican staff the legacy is that Republicans oppose you know Biden's
climate policy or you know those who have been been around a bit longer Obama's climate policy as well and so
with Trump not really having a coherent climate policy there's really there's not a whole lot that staff can compare
Biden's policies to right and so it's just it's it's it's fraught with Peril
you know if you get into a conversation where you where you say oh you know this is a way for us uh to come up with a
carbon tax that's I think I think all of you know at this point that that's that's not the best pitch to a
republican audience but if you're talking about the the need to do prove it I would focus on not the not the
trade piece you don't want to get too too far oute unless you're talking to someone like Cassidy or Kramer's office
right folks that have kind of leaned into uh the policy um development but
for most for most Republican offices it's going to be look you know this is this is about um comparative data to
prove how much better the US is at at producing Goods that the more we produce
here and the place and displace abroad uh the more we reduce Global emissions
uh and that links to your permitting arguments too I would focus on those core pieces in the average Republican
office I think that's that's really good advice and I think uh people should have note cards and we'll have folks coming
around and we'll we'll start to open it up to to the audience for questions and
maybe we can maybe we can go easy on Dave or maybe not I don't know if I want to go easy I think think we make hard be
be like the European Parliament I know I you can if you can do that you can handle this crowd I'm I'm without a
doubt um but while we're waiting for that is there any I mean I think it's
really interesting just thinking about the evolution of you know this discussion because this Republican need to have a climate agenda and mccarthur
was really driving a lot of that and saw saw the numbers like you talked about but you know talk a little bit more how
you saw that Evolution on the select committee and in the conversations that are ongoing that need to have a
proactive agenda and not just let one side be at the table and kind drive it
right that's that's good uh that's a good framing of question I think look I mean McCarthy certainly saw climate as a
liability for Republicans McCarthy wanted to be speaker of the house uh and he realized that being speaker of the
house uh runs through the suburbs so you have to capture enough of those suburb
uh competitive seats and AR that many of those seats left but you have to capture enough of those in order to control the
house I think currently what there's maybe like two dozen uh competitive House Seats so not that many and it's
not as if um I think that from the from that perspective it's not as if you you
really you think that climate is is uh a leading voters issue right for the for
the majority of um of the electorate but you recognize that it's a it's enough of
an issue for uh for a a certain group of people that can turn the election one
way or the other I mean you got to you got to look at some of these house races where what was it I think uh
representative Miller Meeks won her District by six votes yeah it was it was I know I know it was less than 50 and
there were there were a number of seats that were maybe not that close but we're like in the hundreds and so you look at the you
look at the percentage of votes cast if a number of those vote if a number of those voters were turned off because of
the climate policy that's a problem well I think that goes to everybody I think was in the room when uh our friends from
the environmental voter project was talking about the same issue that these margins they might not seem big but can
have a really outsize influence if you're talking 100 voters 200 voters can
have have a really big impact yeah the number of people in the room mhm yeah absolutely
absolutely well flry do we have some some questions ready back there so by the way so to finish your question
though I I think I think that political reality uh is enough to convince uh
enough of Republican leadership that there needs again there needs to be some type of constructive messaging around
climate I don't so for example I don't see uh the current Speaker
pushing back on what McCarthy did and I don't see the next leader of the house
uh doing the same thing it's going to be interesting to see what happens in the Senate because I believe the Senate will
flip um and the successor to McConnell regardless of who it is is is going to
be viewed as being a bit more practical uh on climate change than he was so I
think I think we've got we definitely have a good sort of political Direction
for the GOP uh when it comes to climate you may not think that the GOP is doing enough and that's obviously an argument
that one can make but I do just because of where the electorate is we're younger voters I do see this shift as being
something that's real MH I agree so our first question is a tough one has Ben
ever thought of Hosting late night television on the side you know what Mark are you in here like may maybe
maybe that should be a good idea maybe I could do that but climate's more important right but over drinks yes yes
that'd be better so somebody asks for a long time many of us believed that a revenue
neutral carbon tax with a carbon border adjustment was a policy that could speak to Republican values was that ever true
if so what changed oh wow you want me to be totally honest for my opinion I don't
[Laughter] know I I think but no I think that is a good point because we we did we really
did believe that and I think still believe that to a certain extent but if everybody goes back to when we were
thinking about what policies would be effective market-based Revenue neutral ones seemed to be something that some
Republicans could get behind and some did and but we have seen a shift and I think we've seen some uh geopolitical
things Chang like high energy costs because of the war in Ukraine and things like that that have changed some of
those ccul for some of those Republicans but I'll let you answer this too yeah I um I I think I think a couple of things
I think number one is it sounds like a republican
policy and you know I think that
um I think with a different set of circumstances well by the way cap trade was a republican policy right and I and
Republicans were supportive of of a cap trade at one time for that included carbon and even George W bush talked
about it um while he was on the campaign but I think the the politics of the
issue get wrapped around energy energy uh costs and look I
mean Americans um Americans love their cheap energy period right and I think
that I think that anything and we' we've seen this in the Prova conversations where you you know you got our
opposition coming out and even though the even though within the the law it
prohibits and please bring this up in your meetings if if wait let's just wait
we'll see what he says before we we bring it up well just in the actual Pro it text it says that that the study
cannot be used for uh carbon tax or carbon regulation yep that's correct so
that's there and but still there's still this I don't know narrative out there that somehow this is going to automatic
automatically produce this mes the carbon tax and it's really convoluted uh but it's there yeah zen zen did a really
good job last night kind of debunking that and taking that apart why that is a legitimate argument against prove it
yeah and xan has The credibility because xan supports uh carbon pricing um and
the the craziest argument that some of these groups they're all they're funed by the cokes by the way uh but the the
craziest argument that they table and this this will bring us back to the trade piece is that
um you know if that somehow prove it will automatically result in uh some
type of Border adjustment carbon border adjustment and and that's just by the way it's going to be very very difficult
uh to go from a study like this to a major shift in US climate and trade policy period so I don't want people to
get their hopes up on on that I again I I personally and I'm I've been on the record plenty of times uh supporting it
uh I personally sort of pushing for that uh but we're a long long way from that
but the but some of these groups that you know the coke funer groups will argue oh you're going to create this
policy design that's not going to have a price on carbon and then the WTO is going to find it illegal and then the US
Congress is going to be forced to adopt a carbon tax in order for WTO compliance it's the most ridiculous political
fantasy that anyone can produce and it makes you think makes you think they're either being
insincere and manipulative or they're just idiots so it's one of the two uh
that's going on um I've used it in meetings
myself um but no I mean it's it's a it's it's totally it's it's politically ridiculous and and I think the vast
majority of Republicans sitting sitting in front of you you would say that yeah like Republicans care about the WTO
right okay um well that goes to and this is a question maybe I don't want ask
this question why do you think there's so scared to prove it because of trade so look I mean they recognize the fact
and there's been again and this this I think this is why a lot of the activists have gotten excited about um the
conversations that Kramer had and Cassidy and and how they talked they kind of jumped ahead and maybe a little
bit too far talking about what proof it was going to produce but they they recognize that Republicans when they see
this comparative data are going to look at it and okay this is ridiculous we need to hold
these folks accountable for their pollution okay guess what coks have a lot of overseas production they uh
export it back to the United States it's dirtier production than our own domestic manufacturers and then the so this gets
them into trouble with the Trump trade people right because the Trump trade people are on the other side of this
they're actually representing domestic manufacturers against this type of activity and so they're at War right so
it's the KX versus the Trump trade folks and it's fascinating to be kind of in the middle of all that and be kind of
part of a proxy proxify uh but I think that go going
back to the question about carbon pricing I don't you know I um I think it
could have been a I think it could have been a policy that more people would have would have
uh uh studied and really uh- explored but I think it I think you kind of
missed the timing right I think by the time um especially especially with the
failure of cap and trade because cap and trade cap and trade is a price on carbon
right and when when all that collapsed in the early years of the of the Obama Administration and Republicans locked
themselves into um you know basically a a fight against higher energy prices and
any kind of Democratic policies that result in higher energy policies it became it just took it off the table and
I don't see any conversation happening uh anytime
soon that would that would reintroduce it I mean even I know that even some in some of the conversations related to uh
to the tax to the probably disagree with you there that we think there there is an opportunity to bring up a carment tax
as part of the tax debate coming next year well here's what's more comp I
carbon tax debate no no no here's what's here here's what's complicated about it is that okay so 30 30 years ago 20 years
ago if when we were talking about carbon pricing as a pay for MH right we had all
these pretty lwh hanging fruit reductions right but we've removed a lot
of that with the fuel switch from cold to natural gas and so if you're looking
at if you're looking at um uh pricing carbon in order to reduce
emissions then it's then you're looking at a much higher carbon price than we would have had had those same
opportunities been available yeah and so then it gets caught up in a um I think with Democrats Democrats look at and go
well no one's ever going the Republicans not going to go along with a high carbon
price okay Sarah White House might have a different different view on that
oh of course of course he would uh but no I mean I I think that uh I think that
um you know not to not to dissuade folks I just you know look I mean I think the
I think the idea of pitching a carbon tax of Republicans is and I would argue
that probably it's the same case for most Democrats putting sheld White House aside because remember they could have
included domestic carbon pricing in their climate they they could have
recommendations they were they were close and they and then something happened but maybe well we didn't cause
it that that's true we did not cause it we did not cause it but maybe we'll we'll grab another question that's
related more closely to uh the the we're all friends we're all friends here we're all friends here someone asks Reuters
reported last week that China plans to better measure the carbon contents of its products to go into effect in
2027 to does this news rev up the urgency for Republican members of Congress to support the pro it
act um
so that's an interesting question so I think I think most Republicans would not
trust those numbers that China would table and I don't think I don't think
the Europeans the Europeans shouldn't trust them either uh but I I think that I think that what
that does is it it obviously signals what Republicans are already concerned
about and the the importance of prove it right is that it's our own math right so
if we know the Chinese are going to produce their own math later on we know it's we know it's going to be flawed we
know it's we know that that China is going to is going to find loopholes and
do whatever it can do in order to Advantage its own Industries which I would do the same thing if I were them
but I do I do think that it does it does probably strengthen the Republican
argument that we need to move forward with our own math because everyone else is doing the same thing including the
Chinese no I mean I think that that lack of trust in transparency and Chinese
numbers has come up again and again and again in meetings every meeting I think I've had over the years at always comes
up and I think it's even gotten stronger you might remind me I think just recently this year the Chinese stopped
publishing numbers about youth employment and stuff like anything that doesn't look good they just kind of bury
or they manipulate right right I mean you know and look I mean it's it's clear
it's clear that if we were to have a policy design that looks like the
Europeans it would give China the ability to cheat right there's there's a lot of um
there's a lot of concern that let's say we were to have we would have um some
type of cbam uh and then ask China to comply with our essentially our performance or
standards whatever you want to call it then China would segment the market right China would restructure its
industry where all the cleaner they they they would create an actual clean industrial segment for aluminum or
steel and then ship all that to us and then ship the rest of it elsewhere that wouldn't have the same type of policy I
think that's one of the reasons why we can't first of we can't allow them to do
that so it's got to be more of a national average in my opinion if we if we if we do the policy uh but then also
I think it it it really reinforces the idea that we need to figure out a way to work uh with our allies and partners and
coming up with an international Arrangement that has a common approach when it comes to China in particular I
think that's a good point just I don't think I've ever really thought about that the way that we we have the opportunity to learn from the EU
cbam and what doesn't work with it and design a a better trade policy yeah my
concern is that we look at the E bams go oh that's a failure so we shouldn't do it and I think I think a lot of
Republicans fall into trap of looking at European climate policies and you know including including some of the um the
criticism over the over the cap and trade but you know when something when something and by the way it's not just
Republicans I think a lot of people have fall victim to this when something doesn't work they just automatically
think we can't make it work right that we can't come up with our own strategy
our own design our own policy that that is actually much more effective than the European or other you know or other
designs right well let's have another question how did the USA become so much
cleaner in manufacturing and our steps necessary to keep us from
backsliding so and I'm probably not going to answer
everything here but I mean I mean look I mean you know obviously so well uh our
economic system Rewards efficiency it rewards Innovation it rewards companies
for reducing their cost right uh so I think that the sort of the built-in advantage of a more of a
market oriented economy produces just cleaner production and it's just not the
US right you can look at Europe you can look at Japan you know these countries are all kind of in the same ballpark as
us uh you have um you have also environmental enforcement compliance uh
that I would argue that you know it's you know we're uh Second To None on that
and you know it also I think there it's part of a it's part of a result of
having a democratic representative society that places values on a cleaner
environment and regulation that produces those kind of results I mean it hasn't
always been the case obviously I get these conversations with some of my free market friends think oh well that that's
you know free market is simply the solution for the environment and for climate change I'm like well you know
people forget you know what the United States was like a 100 years ago or even earlier or even later than that it
doesn't automatically produce those kind of results uh it's a lot more complicated than that I don't know if you've got no I think that's a good
point I mean like it's it it certainly um you've got to have rules you've got
to have a system you've got to have a referee to make the game work right right and like so I think that is that
is a a fair assessment that you can't just remove all that stuff and make it all Market based right but you know yes
you have to have a you have to have some rules and you have to have a market uh that does reward
efficiency yeah so we have a couple of questions here about um how the data will be
collected in the Pro it act especially with foreign countries that might not want to give that information to us
willingly we got some got some got some good questions out here hey want to make you work uh I might even buy you beer
later uhoh that sounds good yeah I know I drink Vodka though I know okay all
right then why'd you offer me beer then because I wanted to see if you take the beer
oh H this guy um now you got me off track here I don't
can't remember that the question it's getting towards the end of the day
you got one thing on your mind right hold on yeah you just got me off of it tou that question again oh prove it uh
data collecting thank you yes yes I'm not I'm getting old and fat but I'm not but I have totally lost my memory
shortterm memory um with uh with the with the data collection look I
mean so yes so one of the one of the challenges in this is that when you're
doing a comparative dat data set you look most countries don't have very good inventories when it comes to
carbon or greenhouse gases period there aren't I mean there just aren't that many and certainly I I would argue that
no one is this there might be a small country here there but I don't think anyone's really comparable to how well
the US does the eu's close but I don't think it's a as a as uh comprehensive
the um the one thing we have and this is I
think pretty important is that there are a lot of the vast majority of countries have at least decent reporting when it
comes to traditional pollutants right so sulfur nox you know um for air quality
purposes and you can use you can use that data in order to
come up with proxies for CO2 and in fact I think with Knox you can actually back the the CO2 piece out of it so I think I
would imagine I would imagine that there will be there would be a number of ways to collect the
comparative data set one of which would be again using some of these traditional pollutant inventories uh for that but
also trade activity and other sort of available public reporting right that the Chinese control right when it comes
to uh manufacturing and and um just
energy related data right that can be gathered and come up with pretty pretty
pretty good and very good estimates for um cl2 and ghg as
well and then also I think that for us just really fast uh it's it's obviously
important for us to have a have a pretty transparent process and how we gather the data uh so
that other countries and by the way and that would also include other countries sort of providing data to us as well and
I think one of the hopes would prove it is because you would have doe and their
and their Labs helping collect the the the the data and and conducting the
study is that they would benefit from their fast ecosystem of international
Partnerships that would then feed into their analysis you know one I do want to
Broach on before we we we we wrap up for today I mean we got a little bit of time for questions but one of the reasons I I
think we should be excited about to prove it I've always believed that it also serves a du role as a coalition
building tool yeah that like by bringing folks on various sides of these issues
and Industry together to have this conversation we actually help build the
climate conversation long term just r large and I think we saw that with the growing climate Solutions act where like
five years ago you really couldn't talk about agriculture and climate you kind of had to talk you couldn't you
absolutely couldn't put anything in the farm bill that was specifically to climate but that really kind of blew open that we could talk about all these
things and I always point out that and then like more Republicans ended up voting for that bill in the Senate than
Democrats um and I feel like there are benefits to prove it on collecting that
data but that that Coalition building and getting people more comfortable working together on climate across the
aisle is also a co- benefit of pushing for the so that's an excellent observation and that makes up for your
beer your beer only I have some no I look I I
totally agree I mean look the more data the more facts you have out there uh the
the more it the more it will inform uh people and the more it'll
produce a rational conversation around these issues totally agree and that and
I think you've seen that with the with the with the diversity of groups uh that
support it you know you'll have your pro carbon tax groups you have your anti-carbon tax groups you'll you got
your you know people who want to turn into trade policy other people want to use against the Europeans I think yeah
it produces a really rich uh diverse group of stakeholders and the more we
talk like this and exchange ideas you know the better off we are all right well I think we could do
like one more question we've we've heard that uh some offices say that the EPA is
already Gathering emissions data why do we need the prove it Act
so that's you know you know another good question I look uh EPA doesn't EPA
doesn't gather uh comparative data okay so we don't so again this is a comparative
data set I mean so the number of different agencies on the US side would
actually provide the data I mean EPA obviously being one of the probably the
most important Agency for for us St but you know you get you know you get stuff
from Commerce and from uh from from State and from uh the Census Bureau
right I mean there are lots of different agencies that that have that will have the data that will be used um to assess
the US side but again the the the the the number one reason why we're doing
this at least from Republican perspective is that we want that comparative data set and yeah the the
number the data that EPA has is is just it just does not get you there yeah and
I think just I might have this right that when Dave was talking about comparative data set he's talking about not just it's not just greenhouse gas
emissions it's greenhouse gas I should say intensity related as it relates to
foreign competitors and foreign things that's the comparative part of the data yes across you know a couple of dozen
manufacturing sectors right right well I think this has been a
interesting conversation we can keep going U that just keep everybody from the
bar fair and and I I really appreciate you did like we don't we don't always
agree on everything no but we can certainly have these conversations and we were happy to have it with you well
you can't be right all the time I I certainly try to be though but JY tells
me I'm wrong like at least 50% of the time so that we do have that well I appreciate the opportunity it's been
great to great to be here today and you know best of luck to all of you and thank you for what you're doing thank
you f if you do want to stick around
[Applause]
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I think that one of the biggest things about being a CCL volunteer is having
that Community with you and interacting with people from all walks of life I get
to meet with folks that are from all over the country and we all working for the same goal it's good to see that you
know everybody that comes to the table whether you're in a political party or another or if you're you know member of
a minority or several minorities you work together and I think this is this is the most powerful thing about CC when
I first joined I was a little on the shy side you know I like to kind of analyze the environment see where I best fit in
so I attended the informational session and I found myself really drawn to the fact that there's different communities
within CCL I am part of several communities because I'm Hispanic I'm part of the diversity and inclusion uh
community and I also you know I'm part of my group the Central and Western Kentucky group I met a lot of a lot of
nice people through joining the action team shout out to the inclusion team for holding it down every single time time
and for making those spaces and for making the organization better every single day I've been in a lot of groups
in the states that talk about inclusion and they talk a lot but they really don't do anything about it and I think
with CCL we really have seen uh in my case the Hispanic Community have seen
that that we have a place here my advice for others who are also
passionate and concerned about climate Justice is just get into it everybody I think need to get involved with this
everybody has a voice and if you get involved you can you can make a difference find a space that works for
you find a space that means you feel whole feel safe what have you the first step is taking the step taking a leap
and forming a community wherever uh you go there will be a community to support you uplift you and um Empower you
he
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good afternoon CCL we almost a good evening we have about 2 and 1/2 minutes 2 and 1/2 minutes before the closing
keynote please take your seats by [Music]
good afternoon everyone a minute and a half before we start the next session the closing keynote of the
2024 Summer Conference [Music]
oh [Music]
please welcome to the stage Mark
Reynolds Oh My wow what a couple of days we had [Music]
huh yeah pretty pretty amazing can't wait to get to the hill and see what we can make happen but uh what a remarkable
experience of incredible presentations and just getting to be with everybody really just been phenomenal and uh can't
wait to see what we can do on the Hill tomorrow so uh we started a process a year ago of recruiting a new executive
director we got over 400 applications and then there was a process there were five board members that met every week
for a year reviewing the applications interviewing people we distilled it down
to 11 then we distilled it down to three there were a lot of people in the organization who um met with the person
I'm 100% convinced we made the right choice and so in just a moment I want to show you a video of Rachel crestes the
thing I want to notice for to for you to notice about it is not just how great she is but also to be reminded that when
our marketing team gets their hands on something they make make everything better so let me share this video with you and you'll see why I say
that hi CCO my name is Rachel cresus and I'm your incoming executive director
it's so incredibly exciting to say that and to know that I'll get to know all of you soon I'm coming to this work after 5
years of leading science is us a nonprofit dedicated to Bridging the Gap between science and policy and who
likees CCL strives to be bipartisan positive and transformative in all that it does I've heard a lot about the
amazing work that CCL volunteers do and I'm excited to have the opportunity to work alongside all of you I'm told that
you held more than 25,000 climate conversations across the country during Earth month that is simply amazing so
let me join you and let's talk climate I'm speaking to you today from the Ron app eagans Creek Greenway near my home
in Fernandina Beach Florida The Greenway is a protected area of over 300 acres and a unique environment it's part salt
marsh part Maritime forest and part Hydro hammock it's hold to scores of native plants birds and animals
including Turtles Marsh rabbits and my favorite the American alligator salt marshes are really important in climate
conversations because in addition to the plant and animal habitat they support they also provide an important buffer in
coastal communities from severe storms and rising sea levels marshes also sequester carbon in their vegetation pey
muds and other organic material what's remarkable about the greenway is that it exists today because of the actions of
the citizens of Fernandina Beach nonprofit organizations and elected officials sound familiar it's a perfect
example of why climate conversations matter I know that hundreds of you will be heading to Capitol Hill to have more
conversations with members of Congress and to move us closer to the climate policy we need thank you for taking that
time for going to these meetings and for having these conversations I also know that the work isn't limited to DC for
those of you not in town for Lobby day your work to contact your senators and representatives is an essential part of
the effort to make it clear that people all over the country want climate action I look forward to hearing how all of
your conversations went and I look forward to hearing more about why CCL is as important to you as it will be to me
I also want to hear your questions for me as I come on board my first day as executive director will be later this
month and the top of my priorities is to get to know you and to understand what drives you to do this important work
with CCL I'll be doing that in several ways over my first few months on the job you'll see me pop up in meetings working
closely with our regional directors and programs and to make sure that I get to meet as many of you as possible you'll
also receive a link to a form to provide me your thoughts in advance please do fill out that form I look forward to
getting to know you and engaging with you on this very critical work together thank you and see you soon
[Music] [Applause]
and let's give a big CCL appreciation to Mark Reynolds himself our first and longtime executive director for all his
years of service and dedication to CC
[Music]
thank
you thank you so much thank you
oh my goodness gracious thank you so much for that um
we want to do a quick exercise with you where we just want to have you pick someone next to you and and share with them what's been either the most
interesting or impactful or exciting thing that's happen to you over the next two days so grab someone next to you and
if you don't immediately find one person make it three of you and please just take a moment and share what is what's
been most exciting most impactful or most important for you over the last couple of days
my
sh
e
e e
[Music]
the update is there is no update so we're at
5 partner and wrap that up please say thank you to your partner
and wrap that up please
okay thank you so much okay if it's not quite obvious yet
we're stalling a little bit cuz our we're waiting for our last speaker to get here from the
airport it's CCL we like when we have to make things work right this is just what we do uh so what we want to do now is do
a pull EV and someone in the back is going to explain how to do this as what you got it ccl's favorite activity word
art all right so a reminder we're going to display on the screen how you can
participate in sharing one word that describes the CCL
2024 conference by going to pollev.com
slc1 123 looks like we've already got a couple of early adopters and just type
in one word that you feel like would best capture the magic of our last two
days together so again that URL is on top of the screen you can also use the
QR code and it's pollev.com
c123 let's make some magical word art together
friends whoa all right look what we've got so far
inspirational empowering energizing Community I'm not
seeing SLE in there yet maybe we can do something about that ha cou connecting
Joy love motivational maybe some of our values
are creeping in there like optimism nonpartisanship energy I love
that slay here it goes all right oh my oh
my I think we really slayed the last two days everyone oh my God this is beautiful
thanks for having fun yep yep okay uh John and are John and flry
in the back of the room John and flry do we have any of the uh
preliminary um hius that we might read of some of the things that have already been submitted I don't have many more
ideas folks so if we don't get through this one then I do yes um we can uh go
to that next and we'll be able to read a few of these out I'm glad wow this word art is
getting out of hand all right um well this is a perfect opportunity for me to
show that if you go to CCL usa.org
hiu you too can vote for your favorite hauz and again another opportunity for
me to ask for you to not look at my tab
addiction but uh here are the pro it
haikus America is great measure what we have achieved show it to
China I think the early winner here so far is this one love can't be measured
carbon intensity can let fair trade [Applause]
begin and then we've got the wonderful perming reform hauz this one I think is
the early winner currently slow is for ketchup and dances and molasses permits
not so much I also like like this one xan
Fishman told us bipartisan policy requires compromise what I think we'll
call and then we've got the tsp access act hauz you just tell me how many of these
you want me to read Mark three more Brett okay great yeah I
I'll I'll do the top three here so we've got measuring carbon sequestered in
forests Farms is tough without help I'm not trying to the scales here too so if
you've got a preference you can also vote again at CCL usa.org for your favorites and the real winners
will be announced tomorrow at our uh Tuesday night receptions here we go two
left our Farmers need help tsps with expertise conserve preserve
move and then our current early winner for the seedlings for sustainable
habitat access act Hau trees lost to wildfires reforestation needs more
seedling nurseries nice okay that's awesome let's give all
those a hand [Applause]
please all right well unfortunately it's now obvious that our speaker is not going to make it in time I'm sorry but
uh let's go have a great night tonight let's have a lot of fun tonight let's go kill it on the hill uh and make something really big happen
thank you all so much for being here it is so great to see you and thanks for the nice send off there all right night everybody
a
[Music]
oh you done
to oh not what you
[Music]
oh [Music]
oh you [Music]
oh look what you done [Music]
all [Music]
n [Music]
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