
RepublicEN is excited to be hosting a virtual town hall with Iowa Representative Marianette Miller-Meeks. She recently became chair of the House Conservative Climate Caucus, and so we're all here today to sort of get to know her a little bit better. 

My name is Angela and I'm RepublicEn's engagement director. We are an organization building community for conservatives who care about climate change and want to take action. In a little bit, we're going to have a Q&A session, starting off with questions from the RepublicEn team and then opening the floor for questions from our guests. We do ask that you type questions and comments in the chat and we'll field those to Representative Miller-Meeks. 

So now without further ado, I turn the mic over to our executive director and former Congressman Bob Inglis. 

Thanks Angela, and thank you all for joining us. This is a pretty exciting thing to have Representative Marianette Miller-Meeks join us. I think she's going to join us in just a few minutes. And I want to make sure she hears all that I say about her remarkable career before I get to that. 

Let me just say this: If you had told me when I was getting tossed out of Congress in 2010, among other heresies for the biggest heresy of saying that climate change is real and let's do something about it, that there would be a conservative climate caucus someday that had over 80 members, I would have told you you were nuts. And so, it turns out that's exactly what John Curtis was able to do with the help of people like Representative Miller-Meeks. 

Now, as you probably know, John Curtis is running for the Senate, so he'll be leaving the House and he has handed over the reigns of the Conservative Climate Caucus to our guest today, Marinette Miller-Meeks. It's pretty remarkable that there would be 80 House Republicans on the Conservative Climate Caucus. 

As you'll hear when Representative Miller-Meeks joins us, you'll hear why I think we're in such good hands as she takes over the helm from John. For those of you who are just joining us, we're waiting now for Representative Miller-Meeks to join us and when she does, I'll be introducing her. In the me - 

She's here, Bob. She's here! 

Oh, hello!  

Hello! I got to hear all the great stuff you said about me and I was thinking, "Okay, Representative Inglis is delusional." 

Let me tell you why he's no longer in Congress. When I saw you not too long ago in your office, I commented on this amazing plaque that's on your door. You all got to know this: Our guest here today, Representative Miller-Meeks, enlisted in the Army at age 18. If I got that right Marinette?

Yes, at 18. 

She became a nurse, became an ophthalmologist, became a lieutenant colonel, then ran for Congress - not once, not twice, but three times. And then finally won in 2020. Now I tell you what - what I was just describing, the Conservative Climate Caucus being in good hands, tell me if those aren't good hands. I mean, somebody that enlisted in the Army at 18, ended up being a colonel and an ophthalmologist - this is just pretty amazing. And then didn't get discouraged in three unsuccessful runs, but then finally made it on the fourth. Really remarkable. 

So Marinette, maybe now you should say, "Okay, let's stop right here," because I can't go any lower. 

But anyway, stop right here. 

So Bob, thank you so much. And that's such a kind introduction. You know, life is a journey and success is not necessarily where you go, but the adventure that you take getting there. I didn't start out trying to have a remarkable life journey. I just wanted to be a doctor after being burned when I was 15. And I didn't have a pathway to get there. 

My parents - my dad was enlisted Air Force, career Air Force, worked extra jobs on the weekend. My mom worked, had a GED, and there just wasn't an avenue. So I had to create a pathway, and that pathway meant that I ended up leaving home at 16 and enlisting when I was 18, becoming a nurse, getting a Masters in Education. I just kept working and going to school, and I had fun as I did it. So it didn't seem like it was a chore, it seemed like it was a fun adventure. You had failings and you had successes, and you found people that supported you and believed in your dream. 

I'm forever grateful to those individuals that did that. But I always remember my father's face on orientation in medical school. He just looks at me and then he starts laughing - and my dad rarely laughed - and he said, "You know, I can't believe you got into medical school and you never graduated high school." So there you go!

So I don't know if you want someone who never graduated high school to be chair of the Conservative Climate Caucus, but I think John was also delusional when he asked me to be the chair. He has extraordinarily difficult shoes to fill. And you know, this was his vision, it's his baby. And to be entrusted with that, I think is a heavy responsibility. 

He's done a good job. One of the things that we focus on our members is how to talk about climate and the environment and energy, which they're all intertwined. And to not be embarrassed for what we've done or what we believe. 

So I don't get into discussions with people on climate change or the reality of climate change or the science or the IPCC. For me, it's a very simple overarching principle which gives us a foundation from which to build and to solve problems. And that is: we all want to leave a cleaner, healthier planet to our children and grandchildren. But we have to be able to compete economically around the globe to do that. 

The United States has to have affordable, abundant, reliable, secure energy. We know that the policies of this administration create energy poverty. It is a reality that over 600,000 people die annually globally, the majority of those, over 450,000, from cold. That's a reality. We know that affordable energy saves lives, that the fracking revolution has, since 2005 until now, saved 11,000 American lives per year. And that US natural gas is 40% cleaner than any other place in the world. 

So if you really are concerned about emissions and air pollution and the climate, you should be promoting US natural gas, both in the United States and for exports abroad. And there are countries who want our US natural gas, rather than allowing China to make inroads into Africa, into South America, by building coal-fired plants or forcing African countries to use much more carbon intensive sources of energy rather than helping them with their energy needs.  

So I think that's my overall arching principle. It's how we're able to retain members. We want to continue to grow the caucus. We want to continue to help with messaging. I think if the Republican Party doesn't have some messaging on climate and the environment and energy - on all of those three top topics as they're intertwined - that our ability to go forward and maintain majorities and put forth common sense, pragmatic policy, to talk about innovation, improvisation, the things that America does the best, I think that we won't be able to lead in that space. So it's very critically important for us to be engaged. 

Yeah, you know, Representative Miller-Meeks, you just said something I think is really important to pick up on. I heard, and if I'm mischaracterizing it, I'll have the audacity to ask the first question here in this town hall meeting. You know, there was a conservative commentator - I heard recently, I wasn't there so I won't name him - but he said something very similar to what you just said. Somebody was at a gathering and challenged this guy, a very conservative fellow, about with the normal climate disputation stuff. And he said, "How long you plan on getting elected?" And he basically then went on to say what you just said, which was, "If you plan on leading into the future, you better be ready to address it." 

Is that - is that what you're thinking? Is that how you see this, and why you got so interested in climate? Because you see this as this thing that is going to be an issue, and if the Republican Party isn't in a position to have an answer, then we're sort of relegated to some past where people say, "Well, you're not helping me now." Is that where you want to take us?

A couple of reasons. One is that I was the token female veteran at my nephew's elementary school. So as they went through elementary, my three nephews in Connecticut, they desperately wanted a female veteran. So every single year on Veterans Day, I was invited to go be the female veteran. They didn't say that, but I was the only female veteran. 

And so I would see all the stuff on the walls about climate and the environment and what young people were being taught. And I'm not going to say whether it's right or wrong, it is not a judgment on the content or whether it should be, it's just a reflection as I'm watching this.  

And then, you know, I'm a scientist, I'm a doctor. So the science was interesting to me. And I just remember, prior to Michael Crichton's death - and Michael Crichton is this amazing doctor, scientist - prior to his death, he had published an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal that science isn't consensus. And I think people forget that. They think when a whole bunch of scientists or researchers all agree on something, that the science is settled and that's science. That's not science. 

Science is a hypothesis. You have to put together a research plan, you know, conduct an experiment, get the results from the experiment, and then you have to validate them. And then it becomes science, they have to be replicated. 

And when it comes to climate science, we've moved away from that. And so that has led to, you know, the Republicans on their side, it was refuting the climate science, what was published. And then on the Democrat side, talking about the climate, and anybody who didn't believe what they believe was climate deniers. And so, very much like COVID, we need to be engaged in discussion. 

We should have discussion, we shouldn't be accusing anybody of nefarious things. But I think it's very important that we have discussion, we have debate, we have the ability to interact and interchange. But I just saw, to me, there was only one point of view. And there's a vacuum. And so if we're not engaged in space, and all we're doing is arguing about whether or not climate change is real, we missed the most important thing, which is the opportunities to solve problems. 

So how do we get affordable energy? How do we prevent energy poverty when we have policies that are forcing wind and solar? You know, these are all important questions. 

And I came from a state - so I was in a state where 50% of our energy is renewable. At the time, 50% of our electricity was from wind. Now it's 60% and we're a net exporter of energy. People don't think of Iowa as an energy state. But since I've come to Congress, I've just said Iowa was an energy state. 

When I was elected to the state senate in 2018, I actually talked about climate and the environment. And people would ask me, "Well, do you believe in this?" And I go, "This is what I believe," which is exactly the principle I espoused to you all. Because it takes the focus away from adversarial science, which I don't think is settled, to really: how can we reduce emissions? The goal should be to reduce emissions, to get the cleanest, healthiest environment we can, but to do that in a way that allows us to have affordable, abundant energy. 

Energy demand is not going down. I went to my first COP in 2021, due to a lot of push back and groaning by everybody on my team. But I still went, and the reason I went is that we need to be in that space. 

So I have an agricultural state. Policies that are geared towards methane from animal emissions, those can be problematic. And no one knows of the work that Cargill is doing in developing feed sources and feed that will reduce emissions. Good sources of protein, having affordable meat for individuals, being able to export that - so it was very important to my state.  

Biofuels, liquid fuels are important context for development as a renewable source. And we sometimes lose the perspective that renewable isn't only wind and solar. Renewable is all of the gamut of renewable and organic. So whether that's ethanol, biodiesel, biomass, biofuel, compressed renewable natural gas - I'm working on biochar. You know, geothermal, hydropower. 

We have states that are trying to shut down dams on the Snake River, which hydropower - very clean. Vietnam right now is having an issue because they're wanting to attract tech businesses, but their energy is not as consistent as it used to be because the Chinese Communist Party is blocking, putting dams up on the Mekong River, and they're 50% hydropower. So last year they had less rainfall and the damming of the river, so they had inconsistent power and energy. 

They want the United States' renewable natural gas, and then we have renewable natural gas as well as natural gas. So I think carbon-based fuels - you know, every life structure is based from carbon. And so I think what we should be focused on is reducing the emissions, agnostic of the energy source, and make the energy sources as clean as possible. 

[Bob is muted]

I have my mute on now. I'm unmuted. 

Yeah, so interesting to hear from a scientist, an ophthalmologist, who helps us to understand these things. And so, Dr. Miller-Meeks, I think that Angela is going to now facilitate some questions. And Angela, you may start with some people directly in the RepublicEn team, but we want to definitely get to the folks in the chat, right Angela? So I'll hand it to you. 

Yeah, I'll try to talk briefly. Thank you. So I'd like to turn it over to our director of editorial content, Chelsea Henderson. She's got a question for the representative. 

Hi, good morning Congresswoman. Thank you so much for being on our webinar. When I think of Iowa, I think of the Iowa State Fa - or the - what, oh my God, I totally blanked on the - your fair, your big festival, farm festival that you have every year. State - it's not a State Farm. State Farm is insurance. It's a state fa -  

State Fair. 

Thank you. Which makes me think of ag. So I feel like the agricultural community is a constituency that has been really hard to talk about climate change with. So coming from a state like Iowa, what is your recommendation for how groups like ours can productively engage in a conversation about climate change?

Well, it's really interesting because we have one of our farmers in my district that goes to COP and has a closed-loop operation for farming. So he raises cattle and he also does row crops, which mean soy and corn. He uses the manure to fertilize, and so it goes through a digester, it creates energy and electricity, and then there's also a thermal component which he's now reutilizing. And so all of this goes in a closed-loop operation in his farm. 

Just this week, on Monday prior to coming back to DC, I was at the Topsoil Summit. This is with Mitchell Hora of Continuum Ag. And so, Mitchell Hora is a sustainable, regenerative ag precision agriculture. Very much is helping farmers to look into carbon credits, very interested in the IRA tax credits, especially the 45Z. 

And so, and I always say, you know, there are tax credits as related to climate and energy in the IRA that Republicans would have supported. They just weren't going to support the entire bill with 87,000 IRS agents and Medicare price negotiation for drugs, which is already leading into problems and it's going to lead to very high premiums in about three or four months.  

So I think there are farmers who are in this space, who are already doing things. And it's just showing farmers the benefit. Right now - I don't know if you all know, but the profit margins in agriculture - you know, when you're seeing food prices that are high, that doesn't translate back to the farmers. They do a very difficult job, very tough work, often have another job, and they don't make much money. 

When corn - corn is about $4.36 right now. When corn gets close to $4, that's bankruptcy time. Soy is down from $14 and $12, getting down toward $8. So these are very problematic. We know with the Chinese Communist Party building bridges, roads and train in Brazil, Brazil will be able to compete because they have lower labor cost. So they'll be able to compete. 

So I think for farmers, it's helping them to make the case economically. And so carbon credits are one of those things that are valuable to farmers, but they need assistance with that. John Deere, Case - all the implement manufacturers, Kinze - are all doing work that will help farmers to know what their yield is going to be in their field, how much pesticide, fungicide, fertilizer. And why is that important? If you can reduce the input cost to farmers, that helps them to survive. 

So I think to approach farmers - they're common sense, they are based in science. A lot of, especially a lot of the young farmers, but even farmers in their 50s, all have degrees. They're all college educated. Don't treat them like they're dumb farmers. But appeal to their economic sense. You know, farmers are the first stewards of the land and the climate, the
